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Public  Health  Department, 

September,  1949. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 

County  Borough  of  Wallasey. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  1948. 

The  statistics  show  a  definite  fall  in  the  birth-rate,  and  a  satisfactory 
reduction  in  the  infant  mortality  rate — this  figure  is,  however,  still 
too  high. 

Last  year  I  pointed  out  that  Diphtheria  had  practically  disappeared 
from  the  town.  This  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  matter  of  great  importance, 
but  it  was  received  without  notice  or  comment  of  any  kind.  I  again 
draw  attention  to  this  subject,  and  have  included  in  the  report  figures 
showing  the  position  in  Wallasey  and  throughout  the  country  for  a 
number  of  years. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  came  into  operation  during 
the  year,  and  as  copies  of  the  Schemes  under  the  various  sections  have 
been  circulated  to  all  members  of  the  Council,  they  are  not  included 
in  this  Report. 

Hospitals  have  been  “ taken  away”  from  Local  Authorities,  but 
other  duties  concerned  more  with  the  welfare  of  the'  people  in  their  homes 
have  become  their  statutory  responsibility . 

It  is  far  too  soon  to  comment  on  the  outcome  of  the  Act,  but  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  administrative  machinery  will  find  a  way  to  bridge  the 
gulf  which  the  Act  has  brought  into  being  between  “ Treatment ”  and 
“ Prevention ”  of  disease. 

A  good  deal  will  depend  on  the  approach  of  Local  A  uthorities  to 
their  responsibilities  and  duties  under  the  Act,  and  unless  proper 
financial  provision  is  made,  the  necessary  extension  of  many  of  the 
Services  cannot  possibly  be  accomplished. 

I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  these  Services,  but  the  figures  shown 
under  Domestic  Help  and  Ambulance  Services  will  give  some  indication 
of  what  may  be  expected  in  the  future. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Department ,  under  Mr.  Bate,  has  carried 
out  a  tremendous  amount  of  work  during  the  year.  In  addition  to  the 
routine  work  dealing  with  housing  defects,  etc.,  and  a  large  number  of 
enquiries  for  the  Housing  Department,  a  very  large  amount  of  time 
and  effort  has  been  spent  in  dealing  with  the  premises  where  articles 
of  food  are  handled,  particular  attention  having  been  paid  to  the 
carrying  out  of  the  new  Ice  Cream  Regulations. 

The  appointment  of  a  Deputy  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is 
long  overdue,  and  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  possible  to  bring  this  into  effect 
in  the  near  future. 

I  should  like  to  acknowledge  the  work  done  by  the  staff  during  the 
year,  and  to  thank  the  Committee  for  the  support  they  have  given  me. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

RONALD  B.  BERRY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Administrative  Tuberculosis  Officer, 

and  School  Medical  Officer. 

RONALD  B.  BERRY,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Assistant  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer 

and  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer. 

ALEXANDER  THOMSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H, ,  to  31/12/1948 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Tuberculosis  Officer, 
and  Venereal  Diseases  Officer. 

R.  GRENVILLE  MATHERS,  M.A.,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.,  F.R.F.P.S. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer. 

E.  J.  A.  O’REILLY,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.  (Obstetrics). 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer 
and  Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives. 

ESME  1.  GRANT,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  from  1/11/1948. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  and  Resident  Medical  Officer,  Mill  Lane  Hospital 

and  Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives  : 

MARGARET  J.  T.  LE1TCH,  M.B.,  M.M.S.A.,  D.Ch.,  to  31/8/1948. 

Dental  Surgeons  : 

C.  JOINSON  LUYA,  L.D.S. 

W.  A.  HENDERSON,  L.D.S. 

E.  G.  MASON,  L.D.S. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

1,  2  &  3  WILLIAM  BATE,  D.P.A. 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

1,  2  &  3  RALPH  HENRY  FRENCH. 

1,  2  &  3  HENRY  PARKER. 

1,  2  &  3  THOMAS  KENNETH  WARD. 

1,  2  &  3  ARTHUR  RIDGWAY. 

1  RONALD  HUGHES. 

1,  2  &  3  ALAN  ROBINSON. 

1,  &  2  JACK  QUAYLE  CALLISTER. 

Milk,  Dairies  and  Meal  Inspector  and  Inspector  under  Diseases  of  Animals 

Acts  and  Orders  : 

1  A  2  GEORGE  A.  OWEN. 

Shops  Inspector  : 

1  RALPH  LANGFORD  BASCOMBE. 

1.  Holds  a  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate. 

2.  Holds  a  Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate. 

3.  Holds  a  Smoke  Abatement  Certificate. 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse  and.  Inspector  of  Midwives 
Mrs.  A.  PARKINSON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V’s.  Certificate. 

Health  Visitors  : 

Miss  RUTH  M.  QUINTON,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

Miss  JOSEPHINE  SHANNON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  LOUISE  VANCE,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. ,  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss  BERTHA  )ACKSON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V’s.  Cert.,  to  31/7/48. 

Miss  E.  A.  TEGGINS,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss  ANNIE  ).  EDGE,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss  ALICE  KEAN,  D.P.A.,  S.R.N.,  H.V.  Cert.,  to  30/11/48. 

Miss  CONSTANCE  E.  MURRELL,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss  LOUISA  MAY  HOWARTH,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.,  from  9/2/48. 
Miss  DOREEN  MAYBURY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.,  from  ;>/4/48. 

Miss  EVA  E.  P.  NOLAN,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.,  from  1/9/48. 

Miss  NORA  B.  IDLE,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.,  from  20/9/48. 

Miss  ANNIE  LEE  GLASSEY  S.C.M.  and  Health  \  lsitor’s  Certificate. 
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Municipa'  Midwives  : 


NURSE 
■  NURSE 
NURSE 
NURSE 
NURSE 
NURSE 
NURSE  M.  E. 


J.  A.  AMER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

E.  DAVENPORT,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

E.  KEELEY,  S.C.M. 

E.  E.  HINTON,  S.C.M. 

F.  E.  BOYD,  S.C.M. 

E.  HOMER,  S.C.M. 

CUNNINGHAM,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  from 


1/6/48. 


School  Nurses  : 

(See  School  Inspection  Report  in  Appendix), 


Public  Analyst  ( Part-time  Officer )  : 

T.  R.  HODGSON,  M.A. 

Weights  and  Measures  and  Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors  : 

J.  A.  W.  PRICE,  Cert.  Board  of  Trade. 

H.  METCALF,  do.  to  31/10/48. 

Home  Teachers  for  the  Blind  : 

Miss  M.  MACARA,  Cert.  College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind. 

MISS  I.  BAILEY,  Cert.  College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind,  to  29/2/48. 

Chief  Administrative  Assistant  : 

1  FRANK  ALDRED. 


Clerical  Staff : 

NORMAN  SQUIRE,  Senior  Clerk. 

WALTER  RADCLIFFE,  Transferred  to  Regional  Hospital  Board  5/7/48. 
GORDON  A.  LOXHAM. 

HARRY  LESTER. 

DAVID  G.  GREENHALGH. 

Miss  G.  CAMPBELL. 

Miss  O.  M.  DAWSON,  Transferred  to  Regional  Hospital  Board  5/7/48.  ' 

Miss  G.  MASTERS. 

Miss  K.  M.  A.  BUNGEROTH. 

Miss  I.  PE  ATE,  Mill  Lane  Hospital,  Transferred  to  Regional  Hospital 

Board  5/7/48, 

Mrs.  M.  BLAKEMAN. 

Miss  N.  F.  POLLITT, 

Miss  B.  M.  CAPSTICK  to  25/9/48. 

Miss  B.  D.  PARRY. 

Miss  B.  FISHWICK. 

Miss  P.  WITTER. 


PART-TIME  MEDICAL  PRACTITIONERS  DISCHARGING  DUTIES  IN 

CONNECTION  WITH  SPECIAL  CLINICS. 

Dr.  W.  D.  HAMILTON,  M.  B„  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.,  D.O.M.S.  (Ophthalmic). 

Dr.  R.  J.  MARTIN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.L.O.  (Ear,  Nose  and  Throat)  to  4/7/48. 
Mr.  H.  DAVIES,  M.B.,  Ch.M.,  F.R.C.S.  (Orthopaedic). 

Dr.  MARY  C.  LYDON,  D.P.M.,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.  (1)  (Psychiatrist). 

Mr.  S.  B.  HERD,  M.D.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.C.O.G.  (Gynaecological 

Consulting  Surgeon)  to  4th  July,  1948. 


DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  UNDER  POOR  LAW  ACTS,  to  4/7/48. 

I.  K.  HERMON,  M.D.,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

H.  J.  HALE,  L.M.S.S. A. 


ACTING  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS,  to  4/7/48 

R.  A.  CAMPBELL,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

J.  STEPHEN,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

E.  DAVIES,  M  B.,  Ch.B. 


MATRONS  OF  DAY  NURSERIES. 

Mrs.  S.  BATTING,  Central  Park  Day  Nursery. 

Miss  R.  SMART,  Oakdale  Day  Nursery. 

Miss  A.  F.  RUSSELL,  Eastway  Day  Nursery. 

PUBLIC  VACCINATORS. 

NORMAN  A.  C.  BEST,  L.M.L.A.H.,  L.M.  (for  South  District)  to  4/7/48. 
I.  K.  HERMON,  M.D.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (for  North  District)  to  4/7/48. 

VACCINATION  OFFICER. 

Mrs.  W.  M.  JARDINE  to  31/7/48. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  ORGANISER. 

Miss  G.  MALCOLM. 


SUPERVISOR,  OCCUPATION  CENTRE  FOR  MENTAL  DEFECTIVES. 

Mrs.  M.  LEACH. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Duly  Authorised  Officers  : 

Mrs.  M.  PARNHAM,  Part-time. 
Mr.  D.  HUGHES,  Part-time. 

Mr.  J.  LIPTROT,  Part-time. 


WELFARE  SERVICE. 
Senior  Welfare  Officer  : 
Mr.  R.  P.  OLL1VE. 

Welfare  Officers  : 

Mrs.  M.  PARNHAM,  Part-time. 
Mr.  D.  HUGHES,  Part-time. 
Mr.  J.  LIPTROT,  Part-time. 


Clerical  Staff : 

Mr.  F.  WALL. 

Mrs.  H.  PERRY. 

Miss  E.  F.  RICHARDS. 


iv.  . 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  OF 


-^s*  « 


Causes  of  Death. 


All  causes  I  Certified  . 

{  Uncertified 


1 


2. 

3. 


Typhoid  and  Para¬ 
typhoid  fevers  . 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  . . 
Scarlet  fever  . 

4.  Whooping  Cough  . 

5.  Diphtheria  . ... 

Tuberculosis  of  respir¬ 
atory  system  . 

Other  forms  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

Syphilitic  diseases . 

Influenza  . 

Measles  . . . . . 

Acute  polio  myelitis  & 
polio  encephalitis  .. 


6. 

7. 


8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 


12. 


alitis  . 

13.  Cancer  of  buc.  cav. 


14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and 

duodenum  . 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast  . 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  si 

17.  Diabetes  . 

18.  Intercranial  vascular 

lesions  . 

19.  Heart  disease  . 

20.  Other  diseases  of  cii 

latory  system 

2 1 .  Bronchitis  . 

22.  Pneumonia  . 

23.  Other  respiratory  dis¬ 

eases  . 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  ; 

duodenum 


25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 
29. 


Appendicitis 
Other  digesti 
Nephritis 


Puerperal  and 
abortive  sepsis 


30. 

31. 

32. 


33. 

31. 

35. 

36. 


Premature  birth 
Congenital  malforma- 

mations  . 

Suicide  . 


Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes . 


Totals 


Sexi 

sS. 

M. 

1 

F. 

All 

\ges 

629 

619 

L24S 

i 

... 

1 

2 

1 

3 

37 

16 

53 

4 

5 

9 

7 

2 

9 

2 

3 

o 

1 

... 

1 

.  14 

9 

23 

.  21 

18 

39 

19 

19 

90 

58 

148 

1 

6 

7 

.  47 

83 

130 

.  188 

217 

405 

9 

12 

21 

..  24 

16 

40 

..  34 

'  27 

61 

4 

1 

3 

7 

..  10 

2 

12 

•)  4 

2 

6 

2 

6 

8 

?s  11 

15 

26 

. .  r  16 

: 

22 

38 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

8 

9 

17 

..  20 

7 

27 

6 

10 

16 

7 

1 

8 

..  13 

8 

21 

..  46 

41 

... 

87 

...  629 

619 

1248 

Deaths  in  Whole  District 


Under 


1 


78 


3 

L9 


6 

1 


17 

21 


o 

9 


12 


Total 
Deaths  in 
Institution 
in  the 
Borough 


Under  Under  Over  whether  o 

residents 
or  non* 


15  45  65 


65 


9  88  297  764 


1 

26 


24 


2 

1 


1 

4 


3 

4 


...  | 


78  12 


residents 

—  -1 


207 


15 

7 


.  •  • 

•  •  • 

1  , 

3 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

7 

14 

•  •  • 

1 

18 

20 

... 

5 

7 

7 

.  .  • 

6 

53  ! 

89 

35 

... 

1 

1 

5 

3 

2 

24 

104 

17 

... 

8 

72 

324 

23 

1 

5 

15 

1 1 

10 

27 

3 

... 

... 

12 

29 

9 

1 

1 
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5 

2 

7 

3 

8 

4 

i 

2 

3 

4 

2 

.? 

11 

10 

10 

... 

3 

12 

23 

15 

... 

1 

•  •  . 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

... 

... 

6 

2 

1 

6 

.  .  • 

5 

7 

4 

1 

5 

2 

1 

9 

4m 

4 

6 

5 

8 

3 

8 

9 

'  64 

10 

- —  ♦ 

i  9 

88 

297 

1 

764 

207 
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ATHS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1948. 


DEATHS  IN  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

IN  WALLASEY. 

Mill  Lane  Hospital — • 

Residents  .  17 

Non-Residents  .  3 

Highfield  Maternity  Hospital — 

Residents  .  11 

Non-Residents  .  — 

Victoria  Central  Hospital — 

Residents  .  131 


Non-Residents 


Wallasey  Cottage  Hospital — 

Residents  . 

Non-Residents  . 


Leasowe  Children’s  Hospital — 

Residents  . 

Non-Residents  . 


Other  Public  Institutions — 

Residents  . . 

Non-Residents  . 


28 

1 


1 

4 


6 


207 


ELSEWHERE. 

Liverpool  and  Other  Hospitals — 

(Excluding  Sanatoria)  .  103 

Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  160 

County  Mental  Hospital  .  9 

Other  Mental  Hospitals  .  1 

Sanatoria  outside  Wallasey .  2 


Total .  275 


Deaths  Outside  Wallasey — ■ 

Not  in  Public  Institutions  _ 

Inward  Transfers . , 

Transferable  Deaths — 

In  Wallasey  of  Non-residents 
Outward  Transfers . 


40 


40 


INQUESTS. 

Residents  (all  ages)  . 40 1  45 

Non-Residents  (all  ages)  .  5  J 

Legitimate  Children — Under  1  year  3 

1  and  under  2  years  .  — 

2  years  and  over  .  — ■ 

Illegitimate  Children — under  1  year  1 

1  and  under  2  years  .  — 

2  years  and  under  5  years  — 


DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  1  YEAR  BELONGING  TO  WALLASEY. 


is 

! 

1  2  3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

| 

10  11 

12 

I 

13  14 

15 

16 

17 

Total 

lS 

4  7  4 

4 

3 

3 

3 

8 

8 

11  !  6 

4 

1  2 

6 

4 

78 

DEATHS  OF  ILLEGITIMATE  INFANTS  BELONGING  TO  WALLASEY. 


ds 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16  17 

Total 

i 

er  1 

fr 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

5 

J 

12  ... 

— 

— 

— 

- . 

. 

L 

1 

•2  ... 

• 

* 

i\ 

Is  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

__ 

I 

— 

1 

5 

CAUSES  OF  ILLEGITIMATE  DEATHS  UNDER  2  YEARS  OF  AGE. 


Vo. 

Cause  of  Death 

Age 

•0 

Acute  lobar  pneumonia 

...  ... 

1  month 

Suffocation  due  to  overlying 

2  months 

n 

Inattention  at  birth 

...  ... 

20  minutes 

1, 

Congenital  weakness  ... 

...  ... 

3  weeks 

! 

1  (a)  Prematurity  ;  (6)  Multiple  malformations 

2  days 

» 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  in  Acres,  as  ascertained  by  Ordnance  Survey, 

January,  1935  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,961 

River  and  Sea  frontage  ...  ...  Slightly  less  than  eight  miles. 


Census  Population,  April,  1931  ...  ...  ...  ...  97,626 

Registrar-General's  estimated  population  at  middle  of  1948  99,500 

Ministry  of  Food  estimated  population  at  19th  June,  1948  102,757 

25th  June,  1949  103,348 

Inhabited  houses  at  31st  December,  1948  ... 

Empty 

Rateable  Value,  1939-1940 

,,  ,,  1st  April,  1949 

Yield  of  a  Penny  Rate  for  1947-48 

Product  of  a  Id.  rate  for  the  year  1949-50 


...  27,872 

352 

...  £877,164 
...  £888,448 

...  £3,583 

...  £3,527 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

878 

,  808 

1,686 

Illegitimate 

56 

48 

104 

934 

856 

1,790 

Birth  Rate — 17.99  per  1,000  population. 

,,  ,,  17.9  ,,  ,,  for  England  and  Wales. 


Still  Births,  52.  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births — 28.2 


Af.  F. 

Deaths  to  Dec.  31st  ...  ...  ...  ...  629  619 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  . 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population,  England  and 
Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Uncertified  Deaths  :  Nil  ;  Percentage  of  Deaths  :  0.0 


T  otals 
1,248 

12.54 

10.08 


Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and  child¬ 
birth  (Headings  29  and  30  of  Registrar-General’s  Short  List)  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  1.  Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  0.54 1  Total 
Other  Puerperal  cases  0  do.  0.001  0.54 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  ONE  year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  78 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  ONE  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births .  43.57 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  43.29 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  48.00 

Neo-Natal  Rate  per  1,000  births  .  20.67 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (including  Enteritis),  under  1  year  6»  .. 
1  to  2  years  .  — 


Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  Mortality  Rate  under  1  year,  per 
1 ,000  live  births . 


3.3 
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Zymotic  Death-rate  per  1,000  of  population  (excluding 
Diarrhoea) . 

Phthisis  Death-rate  per  1,000  of  population  . 

Respiratory  Death-rate  per  1,000  of  population  (excluding 
Phthisis)  . 

PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


0.04 

0.53 

1.08 


Heart  Disease  . 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Cancer . 

Respiratory  Diseases — • 

Pneumonia  .  61 

Bronchitis  .  40 

Other  .  7 

Phthisis  . 


405 

Intracranial  Vascular 

21 

Lesions  . 

130 

129 

Congenital  Debility  . 

Premature  Births  etc.  ... 
Violent  Deaths 

44 

108 

(including  suicides)  . 

Acute  and  Chronic 

45 

53 

Nephritis  . 

38 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES  (within  the  Borough). 

The  following  Hospitals  and  Institutions  were  PROVIDED  by 
the  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  within  the  Borough  up  to  4th  July,  1948, 
when  they  were  transferred  to  the  North  Wirral  Hospital  Manage¬ 
ment  Committee  : — 

1.  Mill  Lane  Hospital  :  For  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than 

small  pox). 

2.  Tuberculosis  Sanatorium  :  One  block,  22  beds,  and  one  chalet 

Mill  Lane  Hospital.  with  one  bed,  for  advanced  and 

observation  cases,  plus  one  block 
of  16  beds  (from  May,  1947' 

3.  Highfield  Maternity  Hospital.  21  Beds  plus  13  in  Annexe  (from 

May,  1943). 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  the  following  Hospitals 
within  the  Borough  : — 

•  4.  VICTORIA  CENTRAL  HOSPITAL:  General  Hospital  with 
135  Beds  (including  18  for  children).  There  is  an  out-patient 
department. 

5.  WALLASEY  COTTAGE  HOSPITAL  :  General  Hospital  with 
37  beds,  which  are  used  for  men,  women  and  children  as  necessity 
arises.  This  Hospital  also  has  an  out-patient  department. 

6.  LIVERPOOL  OPEN-AIR  HOSPITAL  FOR  CHILDREN 
LEASOWE  :  Orthopaedic  Hospital  with  230  beds  (212  for 
children  and  18  for  adult  females).  Patients  are  admitted  to  this 
Hospital  from  various  parts  of  the  country. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES  (Outside  the  Borough). 

BIRKENHEAD  MUNICIPAL  HOSPITAL  :  125  beds  were  available 
at  this  Institution  for  sick,  maternity  and  mental  cases  up  to 
4th  July,  1948,  when  the  Hospital  was  transferred  to  the  Liver¬ 
pool  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Owing  to  shortage  of  Staff  the  work  at  this  hospital  has  been 
carried  on  under  great  difficulty  and  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
admit  many  aged  and  infirm  patients  who  would  normally  have 
been  treated  at  this  hospital. 


PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE. 

Admissions  from  1st  January  to  4th  July,  1948,  to  : — 

B’head  Institution  ...  98  Eastham  House  . 

B'head  Municipal  Hospital  350  County  Mental  Hospital  ...  44 
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The  Corporation  has  an  arrangement  with  the  Liverpool 
Regional  Hospital  Board  whereby  38  beds  at  St.  Catherine’s  Hospital 
Annexe,  Birkenhead  (previously  known  as  the  Birkenhead  Municipal 
Hospital)  are  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  local  authority  under  Part  III 
of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

ECONOMIC  CONDITIONS. 

The  number  of  unemployed  persons  in  the  Borough  in  January, 
1948,  was  1,790,  and  in  December,  1,722,  as  compared  with  1  878 
and  1,619  respectively  in  January  and  December,  1947. 

The  following  amounts  were  expended  on  Unemployment,  etc., 
Benefit  by  the  Wallasey  Employment  Exchange  : — 

1947.  1948. 

Agricultural  Benefit  ...  ...  ...  £216  0  0  £86  9  6* 

General  Scheme  Benefit  ...  ...  £98,796  0  0  £93,100  2  0 

Unemployment  Assistance  Allowances  £7,943  0  0  £8,896  11  9 

*The  amount  shown  is  the  total  paid  to  June,  1948.  With  the 
inception  of  the  new  Insurance  Act,  discrimination  between  General 
Scheme  and  Agricultural  Benefit  ceased. 

In  addition  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  expended 
£8,781  15s.  6d.  on  outdoor  relief  from  1st  January  to  4th  July,  1948. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

ANTE-NATAL. 

The  Clinics,  at  which  a  woman  doctor  is  in  attendance,  are 
held  on  the  following  days  : — 

NEW  STREET — Monday,  1-45  p.m.  to  3-30  p.m. 

,,'  ,,  — Thursday,  9-30  to  11-0  a.m. 

OAKENHOLT  ROAD,  MORETON — Every  alternate  Friday, 
1-45  to  3-30  p.m. 

Arrangements  were  made  at  the  end  of  1948  for  the  collection 
of  a  sample  of  blood  from  all  expectant  mothers  for  the  investigation 
of  the  Rhesus  factor,  which  plays  such  an  important  part  in  the 
control  of  still-births  and  haemolytic  diseases  of  the  new-born  infant. 
The  blood  is  sent  to  the  Regional  Blood  Transfusion  Centre,  where 
the  test  is  carried  out,  and  the  results  returned  to  the  Clinic. 

In  the  event  of  a  patient  found  to  be  Rhesus  negative  she  is 
kept  under  strict  supervision,  and  repeated  blood  tests  are  taken. 
She  is  advised,  in  most  cases,  to  have  her  confinement  in  hospital. 

The  attendance  at  these  Clinics  is  improving,  but  I  think  the 
numbers  would  be  much  higher  if  premises  for  an  Ante-Natal  Clinic 
could  be  found  nearer  the  centre  of  the  town.  The  Health  Visitors 
report  that  a  number  of  their  expectant  mothers  say  they  cannot 
manage  to  attend  a  Clinic  so  far  distant  from  their  homes. 

The  majority  of  expectant  mothers  express  a  desire  to  go  to 
hospital  for  their  confinement,  but  as  there  is  not  sufficient  accommo¬ 
dation,  only  those  cases  are  accepted  which  are  first  babies  ;  those 
whose  home  conditions  are  unsuitable  or  who  have  a  complicated 
obstetrical  history  ;  or  who,  on  medical  grounds,  are  recommended 
for  institutional  delivery. 

A  small  number  of  essential  drugs  are  now  being  dispensed  free 
of  charge  at  the  Ante-Natal  (  linics,  in  order  that  those  expectant 
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mothers  who  attend  regularly  will  not  have  to  wait  at  their  doctor's 
surgery  for  these  routine  requirements. 

Abnormal  cases  are  referred  from  these  Clinics  to  the  Consultant 
Obstetrician,  Mr.  Herd,  who  attends  in  a  consultative  capacity  at 
“Highfield”  Maternity  Hospital  on  Wednesday  mornings.  Mr.  Herd’s 
services  are  available  whenever  required. 

The  following  figures  summarise  the  work  done  at  the  Ante¬ 
natal  and  at  the  Post-natal  Clinics  during  the  year  : — 

ANTE-NATAL. 

Expectant  mothers  on  books  at  January  1st  . 

New  cases  during  the  year 

Names  on  books  at  December  31st . 

Attendances  of  Expectant  Mothers . 

No.  of  Expectant  Mothers  attending  Consultative  Ante- 
Natal  Clinic  . 

No.  of  Attendances 

First-visits  to  homes  of  Expectant  Mothers... 

Revisits  do.  do.  do . 

MATERNITY  ExMERGENCY  UNIT. 

The  Corporation  has  an  arrangement  with  the  Liverpool 
Maternity  Hospital  for  the  use  in  Wallasey  of  the  Maternity  Unit 
for  dealing  with  difficult  domiciliary  obstetric  emergencies. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  call  upon  the  services  of  the 
Maternity  Unit. 


144 

425 

46 

2,250 

133 

180 

1,422 

240 


DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  Pre-School  Children. 


MOTHERS. 

PRE-SCHOOL 

CHILDREN 

Expect’nt 

1  Jan.  to 

4  July 
1948 

Nursing 

1  Jan.  to 

4  July 
1948 

Expect’nt 
5  July  to 
31  Dec. 
1948 

Nursing 

5  July  to 
31  Dec. 
1948 

Total 

for 

year 

1  Jan.  to 

4  July 
1948 

5  July  to 
31  Dec. 
1948 

• 

No.  of  Patients — 
Examined  ... 

8 

— 

11 

19 

97 

116 

Referred  for  Treat¬ 
ment  and  Treated 

8 

— 

11 

— 

19 

70 

88 

Fillings 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

4 

6 

Extractions 

10 

— 

11 

21 

85 

105 

Scaling 

— 

— 

— 

— 

General  Anaesthetics 

7 

— 

9 

— 

16 

57 

79 

Dentally  Fit 

3 

— 

5 

— 

8 

31 

40 

13 


During  1948  no  extra  staff  or  premises  were  provided  to  under¬ 
take  the  dental  treatment  of  the  above  priority  classes.  The  patients 
were  treated  by  the  School  dental  staff  in  the  course  of  their  normal 
duties.  Maternity  cases  were  referred  by  the  Medical  Staff,  chiefly 
for  the  relief  of  pain  and  sepsis.  Pre-school  children  were  referred 
in  the  same  way,  but  many  were  brought  by  parents  who  knew  of 
the  School  dental  service  from  children  treated,  and  wished  to  take 
advantage  of  the  service  offered. 

The  provision  of  another  clinic  and  an  additional  Dental  Officer 
jointly  with  the  Education  Committee  have  been  approved,  and  this 
additional  service  as  provided  in  the  Scheme  under  Section  22  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  will  be  in  operation  during  1949. 


MIDWIVES  ACT. 

9  Midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year  (excluding  those  at  the  Corporation  Maternity 
Hospital,  and  seven  Municipal  Midwives). 

During  1948  the  seven  Municipal  Midwives  attended  526  cases, 
of  these,  190  were  attended  as  maternity  nurses. 

Midwives  in  private  practice  attended  119  cases,  of  which  78 
were  attended  as  maternity  nurses. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  causes  for  which  Medical  help  was 
sought  : — 

CONDITION  OF  MOTHER. 


POP 

A  •  V/  •  X  t  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Private 
M’ wives 

M’cipal 
M ’wives 
6 

Protracted  Labour 

1 

7 

Adherent  placenta 

— 

5 

Retained  membranes  .  ... 

• — 

2 

Post-partum  haem. 

— 

6 

Ante-partum  haem. 

1 

2 

Laceration  of  perineum  ... 

5 

25 

Uterine  inertia 

I 

1 

Prematurity 

— 

4 

Breech  . 

1 

2 

Inflamed  Vein 

1 

1 

Rise  of  temperature  ...  »  ... 

1 

1 

Twins  . 

1 

2 

Malpresentation  ... 

— 

2 

Various  other  causes 

— 

10 

Placenta  Praevia  ... 

—  - 

1 

Miscarriage... 

— 

1 

CONDITION  OF  CHILD. 
Melaena  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

1 

Jaundice 

— 

1 

Discharging  eyes  ... 

— 

5 

Asphyxia  ... 

— 

3 

Deformity . 

- - 

1 

Other  conditions  ... 

1 

3 

Septic  Spots 

1 

14 


HIGHFIELD  MATERNITY  HOSPITAL. 

The  accommodation  at  this  hospital  was  again  in  great  demand 
and  many  requests  for  admission  had  to  be  refused. 

This  Hospital  was  transferred  to  the  North  Wirral  Hospital 
Management  Committee  on  dth  July,  1948,  but  continued  to  be 
administered  by  the  Public  Health  Department  until  .‘list  March, 
1949. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients  admitted 
from  1st  January  to  4th  July,  and  from  dth  July  to  31st  December, 
1948  : — 


Patients  admitted  from  1st  January  to  4th  July,  1948 


Midwives’  Cases  Doctors’  Cases 

Total 

Primiparae 

•  •  • 

40 

144 

184 

Multiparae  ... 

. . . 

70 

97 

167 

Patients  admitted  from  dth 

July  to  3 1st  December,  1948  : — 

Primiparae 

•  •  • 

14 

165 

179 

Multiparae  ... 

37 

125 

162 

Total  for  year 

161 

531 

692 

The  following 

information  relates  to 

cases 

dealt 

with  from 

1st  January  to  4th  July,  1948  : — 

No.  of 

Confine- 

No.  of  Dis- 

Admit- 

Remain- 

la  Hosp.  Admis- 

ments 

Children  charged 

ted 

Maternal  ing 

1st  Jan.  sions 

1st  Jan. 

Undelivered 

after 

Deaths  July  4th 

1948  1st  Jan. 

to 

C’ment 

1948 

to 

4th  lulv 

4th  July 

Doctors’ 

cases  10  241 

237* 

24  If  2 

1 

16 

Midwives' 

cases  5  110 

108* 

109f 

1 

9 

JTwins  4,  f Twins  1. 

♦ 

Confined  after  July  4th,  1 

To  Annexe,  199. 

Doctors’  cases 

Midwives’ 

cases.  Total. 

Stillbirths  ... 

6 

0 

6 

Infant  Deaths 

3 

1 

4 

Twins 

4 

1 

5 

Premature  Birth  .. 

15 

1 

16 

Delayed  Labour  .. 

5 

3 

8 

Breech  Presentations 

10 

2 

12 

Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy  ... 

4 

— 

4 

Forceps 

. 

27 

6 

33 

Episiotomies 

. 

30 

2 

32 

Perineal  Repairs  . 

•  •  •  • 

82 

26 

108 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

0 

9 

Rise  of  Temperature 

11 

5 

16 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  2.  1  Sapraemia,  1  Post-Caesarian. 

Infant  Deaths  4.  I  Spina  Biftda,  1  Convulsions,  Spina  Bihda, 
l  Prematurity,  1  Misadventure,  Asphyxia  when  suckling. 

Consultations  14. 

Operations. — Circumcision  4,  Caesarian  Section  3,  Manual  Removal  of 
Plac.  3,  Art.  Rupt.  of  Membranes  1,  Expression  of  Placenta  1. 
Forceps  and  Episiotomy  1,  Intravenous  Plasma  3.  Intravenous 
Blood  6. 
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Complications. 

A  nte- Natal. 

A.P.H. 

2  Eclampsia 

...  1 

Foetal  Distress 

3  Toxaemia 

...  4 

Foot  Presentations 

2  Malposition  ... 

...  1 

Post-Natal. 

MOTHER. 

Puerp.  Pvrexia 

2  Rise  of  Temp. 

...  16 

P.P.H....  . 

4  Ret  d  Products 

...  4 

Mastitis 

2  Phlebitis 

1 

Bronchitis 

1  Cellulitis,  Leg... 

1 

CHILD. 

Asphyx.  Pallida 

4  Facial  Paralysis 

...  3 

Phimosis 

5  Spina  Bifida  ... 

...  2 

Multiple  Deformities 

1  Abdom.  Hernia 

1 

Septic  Rash  ... 

4  Abscess  Thigh 

1 

Jaundice  (Rh.  Xeg.)  ... 

1  Rh.  Plus 

1 

In  110  Mid  wives’  cases  Doctors  were  called  in  for  44. 

Torn  Perineum 

26  Delayed  Labour 

...  3 

A.P.H.  . 

1  Foetal  Distress 

...  2 

Rise  of  Temp. 

2  Uterine  Inertia 

1 

Malpresentation 

1  Sticky  Eye 

1 

Mastitis 

1  Bronchitis 

Abdom.  Hernia  (Child) 

1  (Mother) 

1 

Pain  in  Chest  (Mother) 

1  Spina  Bifida  ... 

1 

Rash  (Child)  ... 

2 

MATERNITY  CASES  ADMITTED  TO  BIRKENHEAD  MUNICIPAL 

HOSPITAL. 

The  Corporation  made  a  declaration  under  Section  5  of  the 
Local  Government  Act,  1929,  to  the  effect  that  as  and  from  1st 
October,  1939,  all  assistance  granted  by  the  Council  under  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Acts,  as  amended  by  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  be  granted  by  virtue  of  those  Acts  and  not  by 
way  of  Poor  Law  Relief.  58  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Birkenhead 
Municipal  Hospital  under  this  arrangement  from  1st  January  to 
4th  July.  The  total  number  of  maternity  patients  admitted  from 
Wallasey  during  the  year  was  119. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

There  were  seven  notifications  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  during  the 
year,  none  of  which  proved  fatal. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

One  Maternal  Death  was  registered  during  the  year,  the  cause 
of  which  was  septicaemia  due  to  septic  infection  following  abortion. 
This  death  occurred  in  Birkenhead. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Eight  of  the  Health  Visitors  are  qualified  to  treat,  by  douching, 
the  eyes  of  children  suffering  from  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  Two 
cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Clinics  at  which  a  doctor  attends  on  each  occasion,  are 
held  in  the  afternoon  of  the  following  days  : — 

New  Street  Centre — Tuesdays.  Field  Road — Thursdays. 

Wallasey  Village — Wednesdays.  Oakenholt  Rd.,  Moreton — Tues. 

Trinity  Hall,  Liscard — Thursdays. 

The  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  was  : — 


Children 

under 

New 

New 

Wallasey 

Trinity 
Hall ' 

Totals 

one  year 

Street 

Moreton 

Brighton 

Village 

Liscard 

of  age 

2,913 

2,415 

2,714 

3,045 

4,161 

15,248 

Children 
between 
one  and 
five  yrs. 

192 

219 

527 

379 

822 

2,139 

SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  PAID  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

First  visits  and  revisits  to  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ...  7,944 

Visits  and  revisits  to  Children  one  to  five  years  of  age  ...  7,677 

Total  visits  and  revisits  to  children  under  one  and  up  to  five 
years  of  age  for  any  purpose  whatsoever,  including  32 
visits  and  revisits  re  Minor  Infections  ...  ...  ...  15,653 

Visits  re  notified  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.271 

,,  re  Infant  Life  Protection  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

,,  and  re-visits  to  expectant  mothers  ...  ...  ...  1,662 


PROMOTION  OF  CLEANLINESS  AND  GOOD  HEALTH 
(Min.  of  Health  Circular  2831) 

Health  Visitors  impress  on  mothers  and  expectant  mothers  the 
importance  of  cleanliness  and  freedom  from  vermin,  and  concentrate 
largely  on  the  homes  which  they  know  to  be  the  least  satisfactory 
in  this  respect. 

Fine  tooth  combs  are  supplied  on  loan,  and  Lethane  hair  oil 
is  available  for  cases  needing  treatment. 

Posters  dealing  with  vermin,  issued  by  the  Central  Council  for 
Health  Education,  are  exhibited  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough. 

NUTRITION. 

NATIONAL  DRIED  MILK,  FRUIT  JUICES,  Etc. 

Particulars  of  National  Dried  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  and  kruit 
Juices  distributed  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  to  children 
under  five  years  of  age  during  1948  are  as  follows  : — 

NATIONAL  DRIED  MILK.  1946 .  1947.  1948. 

Number  of  packets  given  free  ...  ...  1,599  1,340 

,,  sold  at  reduced  rates  30,785  53,283  55,735 
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COD  LIVER  OIL,  FRUIT  JUICES,  ETC. 

1946. 

1947 

1948 

Number  of  bottles  of  Cod  Liver  Oil 

16,978 

24,989 

.  27,408 

yy  >  > 

Fruit  Juices 

107,383 

107,587 

107,734 

y }  y  f 

Vitamin  Capsules  2,833 

5,791 

7,085 

y  y  y  y 

Orange  Juice 

— 

— 

2,084 

In  addition,  the  following  issues  were  made  during  the  year  to 
Hospitals  and  Day  Nurseries  : 

Cod  Liver  Oil.  Orange  Juice. 

Institutions  ...  ...  ...  —  504 

Day  Nurseries  and  Nursery  Schools  420  1,378 

DRIED  MILK  (OTHER  THAN  NATIONAL  DRIED  MILK). 

Sold  lb.  Packets,  17,831  realising  ...  £1,967  16s.  5d. 

In  addition,  18  tins  of  National  Dried  Milk  were  issued  for  the 
use  of  children  in  local  hospitals,  day  nurseries,  etc. 


CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

No.  of  persons  who  were  receiving  children  for  reward  at  Jan.  1st  8 
do.  on  Register  at  December  31st  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  children  under  9  years  on  Register  at  Jan.  1st  ...  ...  13 

do.  Deaths  of  children  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  — 

do.  Inquests  on  childien  dealt  with  under  the  Act  ... 
do.  Children  on  Register  at  December  31st  ...  ...  ...  10 

do.  Visits  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

do.  Visits  on  behalf  of  other  Authorities  re  Adoption  of 

children  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Health  Visitors  who  are  Infant  Protection  Visitors  ...  ...  10 


NURSERY  PROVISION  FOR  CHILDREN  UNDER  FIVE. 

There  are  three  Day  Nurseries  in  the  Borough  for  children 
under  five,  all  of  the  premises  being  one-storied,  pre-cast  buildings 
previously  used  as  War-time  Day  Nurseries. 

The  Nurseries  are  not  open  on  Sundays.  In  addition  to  being 
full,  each  nursery  has  a  waiting  list. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  places  and  average 
number  of  children  attending  in  December,  1948  : — 


Nursery 

Number 

of 

Places 

Average  Daily  Attendances 

1 

Exc.  Saturdays 

0 — 2’s  2 — 5's 

For  month,  as  a  whole 
0— 2’s  2— .Vs 

Eastway 

30 

7  18 

7  18 

Central  Park  ... 

50 

14  36 

11  34 

Oakdale 

50 

1 1  17 

10  43 

18 


INFANT  MORTALITY,  1948. 

Nett  Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  in  weeks  and  months  under  one  year  of  age 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Under 

1  Week 

i 

Cfl 

0) 

2—3 

Weeks 

3—4 

Weeks 

Total  under 

1  month 

_ 

4  Weeks 

and  under 

3  months 

3—6 

months 

6—9 

months 

9—12 

months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year 

Deaths  in 

previous  year 

All  Causes — Certified 

26 

8 

1 

3 

38 

15 

12 

9 

3 

78 

111 

Uncertified  ... 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

3 

Influenza  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Tubercular  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

,  — 

Convulsions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

2 

Pneumonia 

— ■ 

1 

1 

— 

2 

8 

3 

6 

2 

21 

15 

f  Diarrhoea  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

2 

2 

i 

^  Gastro-enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

5 

27 

Syphilis 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

Suffocation-overlying 

1 

— 

— 

— 

’  1 

1 

— 

2 

4 

Injury  at  birth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Atelectasis  ... 

• 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5 

Congenital  Malformations 

6 

2 

— 

3 

11 

3 

— 

14 

10 

Premature  Birth  ... 

14 

3 

— 

— 

17 

2 

— 

— 

— 

19 

30 

f  Atrophy,  Debility, 

1 

9 

\  Marasmus 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Causes 

4 

1 

— 

— 

5 

— 

3 

1 

— 

9 

8 

Totals  ... 

26 

8 

1 

3 

38 

15 

12 

9 

3 

78 

111 
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INFANT  MORTALITY,  1948. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  IN  THE  WARDS. 


Ward 

Births 

Infant 

Deaths 

Infant  Mor¬ 
tality  Rates 
per  1,000 
Births 

New  Brighton 

1 

114 

4 

35.01 

Upper  Brighton 

2 

98 

7 

71.44 

North  Liscard 

3 

103 

4 

38.83 

South  Liscard 

4 

105 

4 

38.01 

North  Egremont 

5 

108 

3 

27.77 

South  Egremont 

6 

119 

3 

25.21 

North  Seacombe 

7 

126 

3 

23.81 

South  Seacombe 

8 

132 

8 

60.60 

Somerville 

9 

157 

8 

50.96 

Poulton 

10 

129 

11 

85.27 

Marlowe 

11 

106 

6 

56.60 

St.  Hilary 

12 

101 

4 

39.64 

Warren 

13 

64 

1 

15.63 

Wallasey 

14 

51 

2 

39  21 

Leasowe 

15 

141 

6 

42.55 

Moreton 

16 

124 

4 

32.26 

Saughall  Massie 

17 

12 

■  ■ 

1,790 

78 

43.57 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 


In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  179/44, 
dated  December,  1944,  which  authorised  the  setting  up  of  a  service 
of  Domestic  Helps,  a  Supervisor  was  appointed  and  the  first  Help 
was  sent  out  on  2nd  April,  1945. 

From  that  date  the  demand  for  the  service  has  grown  steadily. 
At  the  outset  there  were  only  two  helpers  on  the  books,  but  by  the 
end  of  1948  this  number  had  increased  to  31,  and  the  Domestic  Help 
Service  is  now  recognised  throughout  the  Borough  as  a  very  necessary 
section  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 


The  number  of  aged  and  infirm  people  in  the  towm  is  growing 
steadily  and  consequently  the  calls  made  by  them  are  increasing. 

The  Domestic  Help  Service  is  the  only  service  which  can  render 
domestic  assistance  to  many  of  these  old  people. 


The  service  of  Home  Helps,  in  connection  with  Maternity 
cases,  is  operated  in  conjunction  with  the  Domestic  Help  Service. 


Charges  for  the  services  of  Helps  are  assessed  on  a  scale  based 
on  the  suggestions  made  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  of  the 
Association  of  Municipal  Corporations. 


That  the  inauguration  of  this  Service  has  filled  a  long-felt  need 
in  the  Borough  is  borne  out  by  the  continued  increase  in  the  number 
of  hours  worked  by  Helpers  during  1948,  i.e.,  33,936,  as  compared 
with  26,438  during  1947  and  with  11,101  for  nine  months  April- 
December,  1945. 


The  following  figures  show  the  work  carried  out  under  both 


Schemes  during  1948. 

Domestic 

Helps 

Home 

Helps 

Total 

Applications  received 

306 

104 

410 

Cases  accepted  and  booked 

270 

97 

367 

Cases  not  accepted  (outside  scope 
of  Scheme  or  no  help  available) 

22 

26 

48 

Cases  to  which  help  sent  ... 

292 

71 

363 

Hours  worked  by  Helpers 

28,630 

5,306 

33,936 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

On  the  formation  of  the  National  Fire  Service  the  responsibility 
of  maintaining  an  ambulance  service  for  accidents,  etc.,  was  trans¬ 
ferred  from  the  Watch  Committee  to  the  Health  Committee. 

In  April,  1948,  however,  the  vehicles  and  personnel  of  the 
Ambulance  Service  were  placed  under  the  operational  control  of  the 
Chief  Fire  Officer,  subject  to  the  general  direction  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and  from  that  date  the  vehicles  were  housed  at 
the  Central  Fire  Station. 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act.  1946,  on  5th  July,  1948,  the  Infectious  Diseases  Ambulance  was 
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transferred  from  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Mill  Lane,  to  the 
Civil  Ambulance  Service  and  housed  at  the  Central  Fire  Station. 

The  number  of  cases  dealt  with  during  1948  was  as  follows  : — 


Street,  works  and  other  accidents  .  604 

Cases  of  sudden  illness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  214 

Maternity  cases  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  379 

Mental  Health  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 

Mortuary  Van  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Infectious  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Other  cases...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,602 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,134 


CANCER  ACT,  1939. 

This  Act  placed  a  duty  on  County  Borough  Councils  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  cancer. 
The  Scheme  for  Wallasey  came  into  operation  on  1st  January,  1945. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  Service,  Wallasey  became  one  of  the 
constituent  members  of  the  Liverpool  Cancer  Control  Organisation 
and  contributed  to  the  costs  of  the  administration  of  the  Scheme 
on  a  population  basis. 

With  the  coming  into  operation,  however,  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946,  on  5th  July,  1948,  the  obligation  to  secure 
the  provision  of  Cancer  Services  passed  from  Local  Authorities  to 
the  Regional  Hospital  Boards. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  Wallasey  cases  registered 
by  the  Liverpool  Cancer  Control  Organisation  : — 

From  1st  January  to  4th  July,  1948. 


Skin. 

Mouth, 
Throat 
&  Lip 

Breast 

Female 
Lung  Reprod. 
Organs 

G.I. 

Tract. 

Miscell-  T otal 
aneous 

22 

6 

12 

9  7 

27 

9  92 

92 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (Including  Tuberculosis)  NOTIFIED  IN  WALLASEY 

DURING  1948. 


NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASE 

Notifi- 

Cases  notified  at  ages 

cations 

0-1 

I 

1-2  | 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10  10-15 

15-20 

20-35 

35-45 

45-65 

Over 

65 

Age 

kno 

Small-pox  . 

- 

— 

Malaria  . 

- 

— 

Dysentery  . 

3 

1 

*1 

— 

*1 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  (including 

j 

Membranous  Croup) 

27 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

9  4 

2 

ad 

3 

1 

— 

_ 

Erysipelas  . 

19 

1 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

8 

3 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

324 

1  ’ 

9 

24 

26 

28 

153  55 

13 

8 

5 

2 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  B  . 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

1 

'  — 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  . 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

6 

1 

— 

— 

Cerebro-SpinalMeningitis 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  . 

2 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

—  — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

19 

— 

— 

4 

1 

1 

1  3 

— 

3 

2 

3 

1 

— 

Ophthlamia  Neonatorum 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

125 

2 

1 

1 

8  5 

5 

42 

20 

32 

8 

Other  forms  of  Tuber- 

r.nlnsis  . 

27 

1 

1  1 

2 

1 

2 

6  1 

3 

4 

3 

2 

1 

Measles  . 

759 

41 

104 

112 

157 

128 

202  I  9 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

311 

34 

51 

39 

42 

46 

95  1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

- 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

Polio-Encephalitis  . 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

TOTALS . 

.  1,629 

|  83 

166 

182 

229 

1 

211 

J 

476  79 

28 

73 

39 

49 

13 

♦There  was  no  bacteriological  confirmation  of  either  of  these  two  cases. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  has  continued  throughout  the 
year  at  the  Clinics. 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  on  the  5th  July,  1948,  General  Practitioners  performing 
immunisations  against  Diphtheria  under  the  Local  Authority’s 
approved  arrangement,  are  able  to  obtain  free  supplies  of  prophy¬ 
lactic  on  application  to  the  Public  Health  Department,  Town  Hall, 
Wallasey,  or  the  Health  Clinic,  Oakenholt  Road,  Moreton.  They 
also  receive  fees  from  the  Local  Authority  in  respect  of  the  return 
to  the  Authority  of  information  in  a  specified  form  for  record 
purposes.  The  amount  of  this  fee  has  not  yet  been  fixed,  but  is  a 
matter  for  negotiation  between  the  Minister  of  Health  and  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Medical  profession. 

During  the  year,  1,420  children  received  the  full  course  of 
Immunisation  treatment  against  Diphtheria. 

In  addition,  770  children  who  had  received  the  full  course  five 
years  ago  were  given  a  reinforcing  dose. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  immunised 
each  year  from  1935  : — 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

TABLE  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  IMMUNISED — BY  AGE  GROUPS. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 


The  following  table  emphasises  the  steady  decline  in  the  number 
of  notifications  of  Diphtheria  and  the  number  of  deaths  from  this 
disease  in  Wallasey  particularly  during  the  last  six  years 


Year 

Notifications 

Confirmed 

Cases 

Number 

Immunised 

Total 

Immunised 

Deaths 

1934 

258 

— 

— 

— 

25 

1935 

275 

239 

181 

— 

18 

1936 

259 

227 

600 

781 

12 

1937 

241 

209 

416 

1,197 

12 

1938 

255 

235 

633 

1,830 

13 

1939 

187 

185 

110 

1,940 

11 

1940 

143 

128 

230 

2,170 

5 

1941 

220 

182 

951 

3,121 

10 

1942 

312 

223 

3,490 

6,611 

12 

1943 

157 

79 

2,263 

8,874 

3 

1944 

109 

59 

1,257 

10,131 

3 

1 945 

120 

66 

1,411 

11,542 

1 

1946 

96 

52 

1,291 

12,833 

*1 

1947 

29 

8 

1,028 

13,861 

*1 

1948 

27 

13 

1,420 

15,281 

t3 

*  Not  immunised  t  2  not  immunised, 

1  transfer 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Table  showing  the  decline  in  the  totals  of  deaths  from  Diphtheria 
in  ENGLAND  AND  WALES  and  original  notifications  from  1940 
to  1948  : 


Year 

Diphtheria 

Deaths 

Cases 

1940 

2,480 

46,281 

1941 

2,641 

50,797 

1942 

1,827 

41,404 

1 943 

1,371 

34,662 

1944 

934 

29,949 

1945 

722 

25,246 

1946 

472 

18,283 

1947 

244 

10,465 

1948 

150 

8,034 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  provisional  total  of  deaths  from 
Diphtheria  in  ENGLAND  AND  WALES  in  1948  was  150,  compared 
with  an  average  of  about  2,800  deaths  annually  in  the  ten-year  period 
1931-1940.  For  the  seventh  consecutive  year  since  the  immunisation 
campaign  was  launched,  the  number  of  deaths  was  the  lowest  ever 
recorded. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SMALL-POX  PREVENTION)  REGULATIONS, 

1917. 

No  primary  vaccinations  or  re- vaccinations  were  performed 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year. 


VACCINATION. 

Statement  of  Vaccination  for  year  ending  31st  December,  1947. 


Births  (returned  in  Birth  List  Sheets)  . 1,726 

Successfully  vaccinated  .  697 

Insusceptible .  14 

Had  Smallpox  .  — 

Died  unvaccinated .  74 

Postponed  by  Medical  Authority .  23 

Certificates  of  Exemption  (Concientious  objection^  ...  212 

Removals  certified .  14 

Removals  not  found  and  not  accounted  for  ...  ...  23 

Vaccinations  at  Clinics  .  436 

Re-inspections  at  Clinics  .  537 


With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  on  5th  July,  1948,  the  office  of  Public  Vaccinator  ceased 
to  exist  and  vaccinations  from  that  date  were  carried  out  by  patient’s 
own  doctors. 

From  the  5th  July,  1948,  medical  officers  and  general  prac¬ 
titioners  taking  part  in  the  new  arrangements  are  required  to  furnish 
to  the  local  Health  Authority  particulars  for  record  purposes.  On  the 
basis  of  receiving  such  particulars  the  Council  will  pay  fees  to  general 
practitioners  on  such  scales  according  to  circumstances  as  are  agreed 
upon  between  the  Ministry  and  the  profession. 

For  the  period  5th  July  to  31st  December  practitioners  in  the 
town  notified  that  they  had  carried  out  246  vaccinations  and  63 
re- vaccinations. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

27  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  and  all  were  admitted  to 
hospital.  The  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  in  14  cases.  Two  of  these 
patients  died.  A  third  death  of  a  Wallasey  resident  from  diphtheria 
occurred  in  the  Chester  County  Mental  Hospital. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

324  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  but  9  cases  out  of  214 
admitted  to  hospital  were  re-diagnosed  after  admission.  None  was 
fatal. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH. 

277  cases  were  notified,  and  34  cases  otherwise  reported. 
2  cases  out  of  9  admitted  to  Hospital  were  re-diagnosed  after  ad¬ 
mission.  None  was  fatal. 

Whooping  Cough  is  a  very  serious  disease,  particularly  in  very 
young  children,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  satisfactory  method  of 
immunisation  will  soon  be  forthcoming. 


MEASLES. 

Measles  has  again  been  very  prevalent,  759  cases  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Department — 684  notified  and  75  otherwise 
reported.  One  case  out  of  26  admitted  to  Hospital  was  re-diagnosed 
after  admission.  One  case  (treated  at  home)  died. 


GASTROENTERITIS  OF  INFANTS. 

There  were  five  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  registered  as 
due  to  this  disease,  including  inward  transfers. 

This  is  a  condition  that  should  not  occur,  being  due  in  practically 
all  cases  to  infection  introduced  by  some  article  of  diet,  and  it  is  only 
by  improved  hygiene  in  the  home,  particularly  in  the  handling  and 
care  of  food,  that  this  disease  can  be  prevented. 

ACUTE  ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS  (Infantile  Paralysis). 

(2  notifications.) 

'I' wo  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital — a  boy  of  15  years  and 
a  girl  of  4 b  years.  According  to  recent  information  (July,  1949)  they 
are  both  still  attending  hospital  as  out-patients. 

The  boy  still  has  some  paralysis  and  wears  a  leg  iron.  In  the 
case  of  the  girl  there  is  only  slight  residual  paresis  in  the  arm. 


SCABIES. 

Owing  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scabies,  a 
treatment  centre  was  opened  in  May,  1941,  at  the  New  Street  Clinic, 
and  has  continued  daily  ever  since.  82  cases  were  treated  during  the 
year,  and  14  patients  were  re-examined.  Eight  of  these  were  found 
to  require  further  treatment. 


DISINFECTION. 

Visits  to  houses  re  Disinfections  ...  ...  ...  ...  258 

Rooms  disinfected .  265 

Books  from  Public,  Private,  or  School  Libraries  disinfected  308 

Articles  disinfected  . 4,755 

Beds  and  bedding  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  461 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  accompanying  table  gives  particulars  of  the  cases* admitted 
to  Mill  Lane  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  from  1st  January'  to 
4th  July,  1948,  when  this  Hospital  was  transferred  to  North  Wirral 
Hospital  Management  Committee.  The  Hospital  continued  to  be 
administered  by  the  Public  Health  Department  until  31st  March, 
1949  :  — 


In 

Hospital 
1st  Jan. 
1948 

Ad¬ 

mitted 

to 

4th  ]uly 
1948 

Dis¬ 

charged 

Died 

In 

Hospital 
4th  Julv 
1948' 

Scarlet  Fever 

26 

140 

152 

14 

Diphtheria . 

— 

5 

2 

9 

* 

1 

Tonsilitis  ... 

— 

18 

17 

1 

Sent  in  as  Diphtheria. 

Measles  . 

— 

61 

58 

— 

3 

1  sent  in  as  Diphtheria. 

5  sent  in  as  Scarlet  Fever. 

Erysipelas  ... 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough . 

• — 

4 

2 

i 

1 

Leprosy  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Puerp.  Pyrexia  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sapraemia. 

Gastro-Enteritis  . 

— 

1 

- - 

i 

— 

Chicken  Pox  . 

-  • 

3 

3 

— 

— 

1  sent  in  Measles. 

Mumps  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Broncho- Pneumonia 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

P.U.O . 

— 

s  2 

1 

— - 

1 

2  sent  in  as  Meningitis. 

Br.  Catarrh  . 

— 

5 

5 

— 

* - 

5  sent  in  as  Whooping 

Cough 

Meningitis . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Lymphocytic. 

2  sent  in  as  Scarlet  Fever. 

Toxic  Rash  (Myocrysia)  . . . 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Ac.  Nephritis 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1  sent  in  as  Scarlet  Fever. 

Diph.  Carriers  . 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1  sent  in  as  Meningitis. 

1  sent  in  as  Puerp.  Pyrexia. 

1  sent  in  as  Measles. 

1  sent  in  as  Whooping  Cough 

Nil . 

27 

4 

256 

4 

258 

4 

21 

Diphtheria. 

Of  23  cases  sent  in  as  Diphtheria,  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed  in  5  only.  Of  these,  2  died — in  both  cases 
the  parents  had  not  had  the  children  immunised  against  the  disease.  1  of  these  cases  was  admitted  to 
Hospital  on  the  7th  day  of  disease  and  the  other  was  a  Mongol  Imbecile,  t  he  other  three  cases— -all  very 
mild — had  been  immunised  4-5  years  previously,  but  no  “Control”  Schick  lest  had  been  carried  out  or 
reinforcing  dose. 

1  case  developed  Chicken  Pox  while  in  Hospital. 

8  of  the  cases  were  admitted  from  the  area  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Main  Complications. 

Otitis  Media  14,  Chicken  Pox  22,  Adenitis  11,  Joint  Pains  3,  Diarrhoea  1,  Peri-tonsillar  Abscess  1, 
Measles  6,  Whooping  Cough  1. 


Operations. 

Incision  of  Glands  2,  Removal  of  Adenoids  2,  Paracentisis  of  Ear  Drum  1. 
Consultations. — 60  (14  cases). 


Measles. 

Of  the  61  admissions,  a  very  large  proportion  were  from  Cheshire  and  the  City  of  Chester. 

Amongst  the  complications  were  :  Gastro-Entritis  2,  Broncho- Pneumonia  5.  Otorrhoea  2, 
Polyarthritis  1,  Extroversion  of  Bladder  1,  Com.  Dislocation  of  Hip  1,  Chicken  Pox  1. 

Whooping  Cough. 

The  death  in  this  case  was  a  baby  of  5  weeks  old. 


Gastro-Enteritis. 

The  only  case  admitted  was  a  baby  5  weeks  old,  which  was  pulseless  on  admission  and  died  the 
next  day. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Mill  Lane  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 

from  other  Authorities  and  Hospitals  to  4th  July,  1948. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


During  the  year  1948  the  work  of  the  dispensary  has  continued 
to  increase  and  new  records  have  been  reached  by  many  of  the 
statistics. 

\ 

The  number  of  notifications  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  (1~>2) 
shows  an  increase  on  the  previous  year,  whilst  the  number  of  new 
cases  attending  the  dispensary  (1,050)  has  shown  an  increase  of  17% 
over  those  attending  in  1947,  and  an  increase  of  100%  over  those 
attending  in  1946. 

The  total  number  of  patients  on  the  dispensary  register  is  now 
502.  During  the  year  the  number  of  patients  written  off  the 
dispensary  register  as  healed  was  59,  whilst  51  died  and  138  new 
cases  were  added.  The  death  rate  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  was 
63  per  100,000,  which  is  an  average. 

The  past  year  has  also  seen  the  introduction  into  operation  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act.  In  practice,  this  has  made  no  difference 
to  the  work  of  the  dispensary — its  sole  effect  being  on  the  institutional 
beds.  Previous  to  the  operation  of  this  Act,  patients  were  admitted 
to  the  Tuberculosis  Block  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  and 
suitable  cases  were  then  transferred  wherever  a  vacancy  occurred 
in  the  19  beds  in  Cheshire  Joint  Sanatorium.  On  July  5th  this 
procedure  terminated  and  administrative  control  of  all  beds  was 
transferred  to  the  Central  Tuberculosis  Department,  Liverpool. 

Each  week  the  Central  Tuberculosis  Department  is  notified  of 
the  number  of  cases  requiring  sanatorium  treatment  and  the 
dispensary  is  notified  when  and  where  there  is  a  vacancy. 

In  consequence,  patients  are  now  being  admitted  to  most  of 
the  sanatoria  in  the  region. 

TUBERCULOSIS  MORTALITY  AND  INCIDENCE  IN  1948. 

In  1948  the  population  of  the  Administrative  County  Borough, 
as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General,  was  99,500. 

There  were  125  new  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  and  17 
transfers  from  other  areas  and  1  case  obtained  from  death  returns. 

There  were  27  notifications  of  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tubercu¬ 
losis  plus  3  transfers  from  other  areas. 

The  total  number  of  cases  now  on  the  register  is  502. 


SOURCE  OE  NOTIFICATION. 


Notified  by  General  Practitioners 
,,  Tuberculosis  Officer ... 

,,  Hospitals 


Pill. 

Tub. 

Non- Pul. 

Tub 

1948. 

1947. 

1948. 

1947 

101 

85 

13 

5 

10 

11 

5 

i 

14 

29 

9 

6 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

...  6  Other  organs  ...  4 


Skin 


»> 


Bones  ... 
Abdomen 
Neck  ... 


•  •  • 


8 
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DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  show 


an  increase  on  the  previous  year, 
for  earlier  years. 

j 


Number  of  deaths 
Non-notified  deaths 
♦Registrar-General’s  figures 


Number  of  deaths 
Non-notified  deaths 
♦Registrar-General’s  figures 


but  is  in  keeping  with  the  figures 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis . 

1948.  1947.  1946. 

. *54  42  86 

.  4  5  8 

...  53  —  — 

Non- Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

1948.  1947.  1946. 

.  *4  3  9 

.  1  4  7 

.  9 


WORK  OF  THE  DISPENSARY  ORGANISATION. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  very  large  increase  in  new  cases 
examined,  X-ray  examinations,  and  artificial  pneumothorax  refills, 
when  the  years  1948,  1947  and  1939  are  compared. 


The  increase  in  new  cases  reflects  the  ever-growing  use  made  of 
the  dispensary  by  practitioners  for  all  kinds  of  chest  complaints, 
both  tuberculous  and  non-tuberculous. 


1948. 

1947. 

1939. 

New  cases  examined 

1,050 

894 

447 

New  contacts  examined 

426 

369 

148 

Patients’  attendances  dispensary 

4,194 

2,960 

2,070 

X-ray  examinations 

1,753 

1,697 

624 

X-ray  screenings 

598 

495 

— 

Sputum  examinations  ... 

314 

269 

466 

Artificial  pneumothorax  refills  given  at 
the  dispensary 

1,076  ' 

817 

325 

Pneumoperitoneum  refills  given  at 
dispensary 

360 

134 

•  _ 

Tuberculin  tests 

436 

96 

— 

Examination  of  patients  referred  by 
'Medical  Boards  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  ... 

16 

17 

Examinations  for  School  Medical  Officer 

18 

34 

— 

Number  diagnosed  as  suffering  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

138 

134 

72 

Number  of  cases  on  register,  31st  Dec. 

502 

480 

414 

INSTITUTIONAL  TREATMENT. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  in  the  introduction  to  the 
change  in  administration  of  in-patient  beds. 

Since  July  5th,  1948,  a  central  bed  list  for  those  with  Tubercu¬ 
losis  has  been  in  operation  and  vacancies  in  all  sanatoria  are  filled 
from  this  list.  Each  tuberculosis  hospital  notifies  the  number  of 
vacancies  available  each  week  and  is  informed  by  the  Bed  List 
Bureau  of  what  cases  are  being  admitted. 
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The  tuberculosis  block  at  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  in 
Mill  Lane  is  now  regarded  as  an  institution  for  the  complete  treat¬ 
ment  of  tuberculosis.  Phrenic  nerve  operations  and  thorascopies 
with  division  of  adhesions  are  done  on  the  premises  ;  while 
cases  requiring  major  thoracic  surgery  are  transferred  to  the  Regional 
Thoracic  Surgery  Centre  at  Fazakerley  and  Broadgreen  Hospitals, 
and  return  after  operation  for  convalescence. 

There  were  10  thorascopies,  4  phrenic  nerve  operations,  and 
30  artificial  pneumothorax  and  pneumo-peritoneum  inductions. 

Cases  requiring  urgent  admission  are  sent  to  St.  Catherine’s 
Hospital,  Birkenhead. 

The  statistics  regarding  beds,  which  were  under  the  control  of 
the  Corporation  up  to  July  5th,  1948,  are  as  follows 


MILL  LANE  HOSPITAL. 

Adults.  Children.  Total. 


Remaining  in  hospital,  Dec.  31st,  1947  34  1  35 

Admitted  during  1948  .  38  1  39 

Discharged  during  1948  ...  ...  32  1  33 

Fatal  during  1948  ...  ...  ...  5  —  5 

Remaining,  4th  July,  1948  35  1  30 


CHESHIRE  JOINT  SANATORIUM. 


Remaining  Hospital,  Dec.  31st,  1947 
Admitted  during  1948  ... 

Discharged  during  1948 
Fatal  during  1948 
Remaining,  4th  July,  1948 


Males. 

i 

6 

4 

9 


Females  Total. 
9  16 

6  12 

6  10 

9  18 


ST.  CATHERINE’S 

Remaining,  Dec.  31st  1947 
Admitted  during  1948... 
Discharged  during  1948 
Fatal  during  1948 
Remaining,  4th  July,  1948 


HOSPITAL, 

. .  6 

. 14 

.  8 


BIRKENHEAD. 

patients. 


y  ) 


5 


y  y 

9  9 


PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  Ministry  of  Health  has  recently  decided  to  introduce  into 
this  country  the  use  of  a  ‘ 'vaccination”  against  Tuberculosis  known 
as  B.C.G.  The  results  obtained  in  Scandinavia  from  the  use  of  B.C.G. 
vaccination  suggest  that  it  is  best  used  for  adults  who  are  specially 
exposed  to  tuberculous  infection  and  for  infants  and  young  children 
who  are  in  close  contact  with  an  adult  suffering  from  active  pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 

In  consequence,  the  results  obtained  from  the  general  preventive 
measures  in  force  in  the  Borough  have  been  reviewed,  so  that  some 
idea  might  be  obtained  of  the  benefits  likely  to  result  from  the  use 
of  B.C.G.  vaccination  in  this  area. 

The  preventive  measures  in  force  comprise  : — 

(1)  Education  of  the  patient. 

(2)  Rehousing. 

(3)  Supervision  of  contacts,  especially  children. 
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(1)  Great  care  has  been  taken  to  ensure  that  all  patients  with 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  know,  and  carry  out,  the  preventive 
measures  recommended.  This  education  is  done  mainly  by  the 
Health  Visitor  in  the  patient’s  own  home,  so  that  all  adult  members 
of  the  family  are  aware  of  what  should  be  done. 

In  addition,  as  far  as  possible,  all  chronic  infectious  cases  of  the 
disease  have  been  admitted  to  sanatorium  for  a  few  weeks,  so  that 
they  may  be  taught  the  mode  of  life  which  they  should  follow  in 
future.  This  has  the  advantage  of  driving  home  to  the  patient  the 
importance  of  disposal  of  infected  sputum  and  the  care  to  be  taken 
of  handkerchiefs  and  other  personal  utensils  such  as  crockery, 
cutlery  and  towels. 

(2)  The  Housing  Committee  has  always  been  very  co-operative  in 
rehousing  such  families  as  the  Tuberculosis  Department  has  recom¬ 
mended,  so  that  the  infectious  patient  can  have  a  room  to  himself. 
During  1948  twentv  such  cases  were  rehoused. 

(3)  Adult  contacts,  who  are  mantoux  positive,  are  examined  at  least 
annually  for  five  years,  after  contact  with  an  infectious  case  of 
tuberculosis  has  ceased  ;  while  those  who  do  not  react  to  injections 
of  Tuberculin  (Mantoux  test)  are  seen  every  three  months. 

Children  are  seen  every  three  months,  and  routine  tuberculin 
testing  is  done  at  these  attendances,  so  that,  when  infection  does 
occur,  as  shown  by  the  development  of  a  positive  reaction  to 
injections  of  tuberculin,  the  child  can  be  advised  more  rest  and,  in 
some  cases,  is  sent  to  a  preventorium  or  convalescent  home. 
Occasionally  boarding  out  of  the  child  contact  is  arranged. 

The  results  obtained  by  these  general  measures  are  presented 
under  the  following  headings  : — 

(1)  The  development  of  tuberculosis  in  married  couples. 

(2)  The  source  of  infection  in  106  children  taken  on  to  the 
dispensary  register  between  1944  and  1948. 

(3)  The  tuberculin  reactions  of  children  living  in  non- 
tuberculous  households. 

(4)  A  follow-up  of  234  children  whose  tuberculin  sensitivity 
was  known  from  5  to  11  yeais  ago. 

(1)  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  IN 

MARRIED  COUPLES. 

In  the  years  1938  to  1947  inclusive  there  were  367  patients  with 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  who  were  married.  All  the  contacts  of  these 
patients  were  examined  at  the  time  of  notification,  and  9  (2.5%)  were 
found  to  be  infected  with  tuberculosis — a  low  figure  in  view  of  the 
close  contact  between  the  infected  and  fit  partners.  In  addition, 
during  that  period  a  further  10  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
developed  later  amongst  the  consorts  of  tuberculous  patients,  making 
the  total  incidence  of  marital  phthisis  19  couples  out  of  367  (5.2%). 
The  average  period  between  discovery  of  the  disease  in  one  partner 
and  the  development  in  the  other,  was  60  months.  The  shortest 
interval  between  the  two  occurrences  being  37  months.  In  six  cases 
the  husband  had  been  the  original  patient  and  in  four  the  wife. 

On  further  investigation,  however,  it  was  found  that  of  these 
ten  cases,  in  six  the  infecting  partner  had  died  an  average  of 


56  months  prior  to  the  development  of  phthisis  in  the  surviving 
partner. 

In  another  two  cases  a  positive  sputum  had  been  converted  to 
negative  by  treatment  and  in  only  two  cases  was  the  sputum  of  the 
infecting  partner  positive  throughout  the  period  of  continued 
contact. 

Thus  in  only  two  cases  out  of  367  did  the  preventive  measures 
in  operation  fail.  Unfortunately,  routine  tuberculin-testing  of  all 
contacts  was  not  commenced  until  1948,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to 
say  whether  B.C.G.  vaccination  would  have  prevented  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  these  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  since  B.C.G.  can  only 
be  used  for  those  people  who  are  tuberculin  negative. 


(2)  THE  SOURCE  OF  INFECTION  IN  NOTIFIED  CHIUDREN. 

An  analysis  has  been  made  of  the  106  children  taken  on  to  the 
notification  register  during  the  past  five  years  (1944-1948).  Of  the 
106  children  43  had  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  61  non-pulmonarv 
tuberculosis. 

Of  the  43  pulmonary  cases  : — 

In  19  there  was  no  contact  with  a  known  case  of  tuberculosis 
and  no  source  for  the  infection  was  found. 

In  4  there  was  no  contact  with  a  known  case,  but  the  source  of 
the  disease  was  found  on  examining  contacts. 

In  16  the  diagnosis  was  made  on  first  attendance  as  a  contact. 

In  1  the  disease  developed  after  contact  with  a  known  case  had 
been  broken  by  removing  the  infectious  case. 

In  3  the  children  had  been  in  continued  contact  with  a  known 

case. 

Of  the  61  non-pulmonary  cases  : — 

In  47  there  was  no  contact  with  a  known  case  of  tuberculosis  and 
no  source  for  the  infection  was  found. 

In  6  there  was  no  contact  with  a  known  case,  but  the  source  of 
the  infection  was  found  on  examining  contacts. 

In  8  the  lesion  developed  after  contact  with  a  known  case  had 
been  broken. 

No  case  had  developed  amongst  those  in  persistent  contact  with 
cases. 

Again  it  will  be  seen  that  cases  developing  in  households  where 
there  is  a  known  case  of  tuberculosis  form  a  small  ma'ority  of  the 
cases  taken  on  to  the  notification  register. 

From  this  it  appears  that  the  present  methods  of  prevention  are 
efficient  and  that  infection  is  probably  due  to  spread  by  unknown 
cases  in  the  population. 

Whether  B.C.G.  vaccination  could  have  prevented  these  few 
cases  developing  cannot  be  known  since  again  nothing  is  known  of 
the  tuberculin  reaction  of  these  people  when  first  seen  in  the 
dispensary. 
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(3)  TUBERCULIN  REACTION  OF  CHILDREN  IN 
TUBERCULOUS  HOUSEHOLDS. 

At  present  there  are  212  children  under  surveillance  who  are  in 
contact  with  cases  still  on  the  dispensary  register.  These  212 
children  comprise  96%  of  the  children  living  in  known  tuberculous 
households — since  there  are  9  children  who  are  in  contact  with 
arrested  cases  and  whose  parents  refuse  to  let  them  be  examined. 
Of  these  212  children  57  are  in  contact  with  a  case  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  with  a  persistently  positive  sputum  and  of  these  57 
only  7  are  tuberculin  negative,  and  therefore  eligible  for  B.C.G. 
vaccination.  The  scope  for  B.C.G.  vaccination  in  Wallasey,  therefore, 
would  appear  to  be  small. 

The  results  of  tuberculin  testing  of  these  child  contacts  are 
as  follows  : — 

There  are  43  children  in  contact  with  cases  who  have  always  been 
sputum  negative.  Of  these,  33  were  tuberculin  negative  when  first 
seen  and  10  were  tuberculin  positive.  So  far  one  of  the  negative 
reactions  has  become  positive.  There  are  169  children  from  house¬ 
holds  where  the  patient  has,  at  one  time  or  another,  had  a  positive 
sputum.  Of  these,  67  were  tuberculin  negative  when  first  seen  and 
102  were  tuberculin  positive.  So  far  there  have  been  26  tuberculin 
conversions  (39%  of  those  originally  tuberculin  negative). 

Of  these  children  who  were  originally  tuberculin  negative,  one 
has  developed  tuberculous  meningitis  and  one  miliary  tuberculosis. 
Two  children  who  were  tuberculin  positive  on  first  examination  have 
developed  tuberculosis,  one  meningitis  and  the  other  a  pleural 
effusion. 


(4)  A  FOLLOW-UP  OF  CASES  TUBERCULIN  TESTED 

PREVIOUSLY. 

Finally,  a  follow-up  has  been  done  of  234  child  contacts  who 
were  tuberculin  tested  five  to  eleven  years  ago  and  have,  therefore, 
been  followed  for  190,080  patient  months,  an  average  of  6  years. 
134  children  were  tuberculin  positive  and  130  tuberculin  negative. 
Four  of  these  children  have  since  developed  tuberculosis.  All  were 
tuberculin  positive  when  first  tested.  One  developed  a  tuberculous 
abdomen  9  years  later  ;  one  a  tuberculous  kidney  7  years  later  ; 
one  pulmonary  tuberculosis  1  year  later  and  another  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  9  years  later.  None  of  the  tuberculin  negative  children 
has  developed  any  lesion. 

I  he  effect  which  B.C.G.  vaccination  may  have  in  this  area, 
therefore,  appears  to  be  small.  Theoretically,  it  is  better  to  make 
a  child  tuberculin  positive  by  vaccination,  rather  than  let  it  occur 
naturally  through  an  unpredictable  amount  of  infection,  but  in 
practice  the  above  figures  show  that  the  reduction  in  infection  will 
be  small  if  the  vaccination  is  restricted  to  contacts  of  known  cases. 
If  the  vaccine  is  a  help  in  producing  immunity  to  tuberculosis,  a  big 
reduction  of  infection  in  the  Borough  seems  likely  to  result  only 
from  vaccination  of  all  children  at  an  early  age.  Before  this  is 
jjroposed  further  evidence  of  the  value  of  the  vaccine  will  be 
necessary. 
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The  discovery  of  cases  at  an  early  stage  before  contacts  have 
had  chance  to  be  infected  would  also  enlarge  the  scope  of  this 
vaccination,  but  such  an  occurrence  is  not  very  hopeful. 

The  use  of  a  mass  miniature  radiography  unit  is  not  very 
practicable  in  a  residential  area  such  as  this,  but  it  is  hoped  in  the 
near  future  to  have  the  use  of  a  unit  for  the  examination  of  workpeople 
in  the  larger  factories. 


AFTER-CARE. 

On  July  5th,  1948,  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  a 
split  in  the  responsibility  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  on  the  one 
hand  and  prevention  and  after-care  of  tuberculosis  on  the  other 
hand,  came  about  and  the  After-Care  Committee  undertook  the 
Corporat’on’s  responsibility  for  prevention  and  after-care  in  tubercu¬ 
losis,  under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  Tuberculosis  Nurse  are  directly 
associated  with  the  work  of  the  After-Care  Committee.  They  carry 
out  the  liaison  with  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  under 
the  Disabled  Persons  Act  and  with  the  National  Assistance  Board- 
which  now  deals  with  monetary  assistance  to  those  patients  with 
Tuberculosis  who  suffer  financial  loss  from  undertaking  treatment 
approved  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

One  improvement  has  been  that  financial  assistance  is  now 
available  to  all  these  people  and  not  just  a’ selected  group,  as  in  the 
past.  Beds  and  bedding  are  provided  to  families  where  such  pro¬ 
vision  makes  possible  the  isolation  of  an  infectious  case.  In 
addition,  nursing  utensils  and  other  items,  such  as  wheel  chairs,  are 
loaned  out.  Food  and  milk  is  provided  in  necessitous  cases  also. 

Greatest  emphasis  has,  however,  been  placed  on  attempting  to 
find  suitable  employment  for  those  with  tuberculosis.  It  is  felt  that 
the  treatment  of  the  tuberculous  patient  is  not  complete  until  he 
is  once  again  an  economic  unit  employed  in  a  situation  which  is  not 
deleterious  to  his  condition  and  feels  that  this  is  the  most  important 
part  of  after-care. 

It  is  now  known  that  in  many  cases  the  nature  of  the  previous 
employment,  is  a  factor  in  the  production  of  the  original  breakdown 
with  tuberculosis  and  that  more  suitable  employment  is  necessary 
after  in-patient  treatment  has  been  completed.  The  finding  of  suitable 
employment  is  not  easy  in  Wallasey,  which  is  mainly  residential. 
Although  a  variety  of  occupations  are  available  on  Merseyside  all  jobs 
outside  the  Borough  involve  a  long  time  spent  in  travelling.  Com¬ 
pared  with  the  rest  of  the  country  unemployment  is  high  and 
naturally  employers  prefer  to  take  on  fit  rather  than  disabled  persons, 
when  fit  people  are  available.  Nevertheless,  of  375  men  and  women 
on  the  dispensary  register  with  pulmonary  tuberculosis  66°0  are 
employed. 

This  high  figure  lias  been  obtained  because  of  the  establishment 
of  a  resettlement  clinic  in  Wallasey.  This  clinic  can  only  meet  weekly 
at  present,  but  plans  are  in  operation  for  the  erection  of  a  workshop 
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so  that  this  clinic  can  function  daily.  At  the  clinic,  crafts  and 
occupations  are  taught  by  a  qualified  teacher  supplied  by  the 
Education  Committee.  Those  attending  are  mainly  out-patients,  but 
a  few  in-patients  attend  from  the  wards  of  the  hospital.  This  class 
meets  the  needs  of  those  who  are  not  yet  fit  for  work  and  those  who, 
unfortunately,  will  never  be  fit  for  employment  in  ordinary  industry. 

The  Disablement  Resettlement  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
attend  the  clinic  each  week,  and  discussions  are  held  about  the 
various  patients  deemed  fit  for  employment  in  the  light  of  such  jobs 
which  are  available  at  the  Labour  Exchange. 

The  Tuberculosis  Officer  now  keeps  an  employment  register  of 
those  people  notified  as  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
Table  I  shows  the  number  of  men  employed,  unemployed,  not  fit 
for  work,  and  in  or  awaiting  admission  to  sanatorium.  Altogether, 
65%  are  working,  5%  are  unemployed,  and  14%  unfit  for  work. 
This  last  group  includes  men  who  would  be  fit  for  employment  under 
sheltered  conditions,  but  are  unsuitable  for  the  open  labour  market. 


TABLE  OF  EMPLOYMENT  FIGURES. 
Table  I. — Employment  Register  of  225  Males. 


State  of  employment 

No. 

of  cases 

Number  in  each  stage  of 
disease 

(Memo.  37/T.) 

A  B1  B2  B3 

Number 

still 

sputum 

positive 

Employed 

147 

54 

12 

75 

6 

35 

Unemployed 

11 

3 

0 

8 

0 

1 

Unfit 

.32 

3 

0 

24 

5 

27 

In  sanatorium  or 
waiting  admission... 

35 

Unclassified 

Table  II. — Employment  Register  of  152  Females. 


State  of  employment 

. 

No. 

of  cases 

.. 

Number  in  each  stage  of 
disease 

(Memo.  37/T.) 

A  B1  B2  B3 

Number 

still 

sputum 

positive 

Employed  ... 

' 

43 

17 

2 

24 

• 

0 

5 

Housework 

57 

23 

3 

28 

3 

13 

Unemployed 

6 

2 

1 

3 

() 

0 

Unfit 

15 

1 

0 

7 

7 

13 

In  sanatorium  or 
waiting  admission  III 


Unclassified 
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Fable  II  is  a  similar  classification  for  women.  If  those  employed 
and  those  doing  their  own  housework  are  grouped  together,  06% 
are  working,  4%  are  unemployed,  and  10%  unfit  for  work. 

These  tables  emphasise  that  a  large  proportion  of  persons  with 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  capable  of  working  in  industry  on  normal 
terms. 

During  the  next  year  it  is  hoped  to  enlarge  the  work  so  that 
remunerative  occupations  can  be  provided  for  those  people  who  are 
in  bed  at  home.  Up  to  the  present  this  side  of  the  work  of  after-care 
has  not  been  developed  as  far  as  it  might,  owing  to  lack  of  sufficient 
helpers,  since  this  work  is  very  time-consuming. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES,  1948. 

The  number  of  new  cases  attending  the  clinic  was  84,  of  which 
19  were  definite  cases  of  Venereal  Disease. 

The  total  number  of  definite  cases  of  Wallasey  residents  treated 
in  other  Merseyside  clinics  was  33,  compared  with  74  the  previous 
year. 

The  attendances  were 


1948. 

1947. 

1946. 

Males 

.  418 

390 

225 

Females 

.  240 

307 

242 

RETURN  OF  WALLASEY  RESIDENTS  TREATED 


ON  MERSEYSIDE. 

• 

Wallasey. 

Liverpool. 

B'  he  ad 

Syphilis 

.  6 

6 

6 

Chancre 

.  1 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

.  11 

7 

14 

Non-venereal 

conditions  ...  64 

26 

25 

There  is  a  decrease  of  11  cases  of  syphilis  and  49  cases  of 
gonorrhoea,  and  of  1,196  in  the  attendances. 

49  specimen  in  connection  with  the  clinic  were  examined  at 
the  Laboratory,  Mill  Lane  Dispensary,  and  122  specimens  were  sent 
from  the  clinic  for  Wassermann  reactions. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

As  from  the  5th  July,  1948,  the  Mental  Health  Service  came  into 
operation  as  part  of  the' Health  Services  provided  under  Part  III  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  became  responsible  for  the 
domiciliary  care  relating  to  Mental  Health,  and  for  the  initial  steps 
for  placing  under  care  patients  requiring  treatment  under  the  Lunacy 
and  Mental  Treatment  Acts. 
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The  responsibilities  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  in  relation 
to  Mental  Health  are  : — 

(a)  Ascertainment  of  mental  ill-health  and  mental  deficiency. 

(b)  The  initial  steps  for  obtaining  Detention  and  Reception 
Orders  and  transferring  of  persons  of  unsound  mind  to 
Institutions  under  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

(c)  The  statutory  supervision  and  the  provision  of  after-care, 
etc.  of  Mental  Defectives  living  in  the  community. 

(d)  The  making  of  arrangements  for  the  admission  and  in¬ 
stitutional  treatment  of  mental  illness. 


Administration. 

A  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  has  been  appointed,  and 
consists  of  a  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman  and  five  members  of  the 
Health  Committee.  Meetings  of  the  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee 
are  held  each  month.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  under  the 
direction  of  this  Committee,  is  responsible  for  the  control  of  this 
service. 


Staff. 

Adminstrative  Officer — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  (part-time). 
In  addition,  two  Medical  Officers  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  are 
approved  under  Sections  3  and  5  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  certificates.  A  third  Medical 
Officer  has  since  been  approved  for  this  purpose. 

Three  Duly  Authorised  Officers — one  female  and  two  males — 
are  at  present  employed  by  the  Local  Health  Authority.  These 
Officers  also  act  as  Mental  Health  Workers  and  After-care  Visitors. 
Two-thirds  of  the  time  of  the  three  Duly  Authorised  Officers  is 
allocated  to  the  Mental  Health  Service  and  one-third  to  Welfare 
Services  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

All  three  of  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers  have  attended  Courses 
at  C'alderstones  Institution. 

The  Duly  Authorised  Officers  are  available  at  all  times  to  deal 
with  cases  of  urgency.  During  the  day-time  one  of  the  Authorised 
Officers  is  available  for  the  giving  of  advice  and  assistance  to  anyone 
who  may  require  enlightenment  on  Mental  Health  and  Welfare 
matters. 

Care  and  after-care  of  Mental  patients  is  being  carried  out 
effectively  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers  as  part  of  their  duties 
under  the  Mental  Health  Service.  Frequent  visits  are  made,  as 
necessary,  to  patients  who  have  been  discharged  from  Mental 
Hospitals,  but  who  feel  that  they  still  need  to  be  in  close  touch  with 
someone  who  will  be  able  to  advise  and  assist  them  in  any  matter  in 
which  they  are  in  doubt.  It  is  felt  that  a  friendly  chat  with  a  patient, 
together  with  advice  and  assistance,  goes  a  long  way  to  help  in 
bringing  about  full  recovery. 

Lists  of  After-care  cases  formerly  dealt  with  by  the  National 
Association  of  Mental  Health,  have  been  taken  over  by  the  Duly 
Authorised  Officers. 
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CO-ORDINATION  is  maintained  with  the  Regional  Hospital 
Boards  and  Hospital  Management  Committees,  and  the  Local  Health 
Authority  provides  the  following  reports  : 

(1)  Home  conditions  of  patients  who  fall  due  each  quarter  for 
re-consideration  by  the  Statutory  Visitors  under  Section  II. 

(2)  Home  conditions  in  respect  of  applications  for  holiday  or 
trial  leave. 

(3)  Progress  and  Supervision  reports  with  regard  to  patients 
on  trial  leave  from  Institutions. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  carries  out  the  After-care  work  of 
patients  notified  by  the  various  Mental  Institutions  and  Hospitals, 
regular  supervisory  visits  being  conducted. 

Patients  are  referred,  when  necessary,  to  the  Out-Patient 
Psychiatric  Clinics.  Representations  have  been  made  to  the 
Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board  with  regard  to  the  provision  of 
a  Clinic  in  Wallasey. 

The  conveyance  of  patients  to  Mental  Hospitals  and  Institutions 
is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority’s  Ambulance  Service. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  carries  out  all  duties  in  connection 
with  Mental  Health  Service — none  being  delegated  to  Voluntary 
Associations. 


ACCOUNT  OF  WORK  UNDERTAKEN  IN  THE  COMMUNITY. 

MENTAL  TREATMENT. 

Number  of  Certified  Mental  patients  in  Mental  Hospitals 

on  the  5th  July,  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  282 

Number  of  Voluntary  patients  in  Mental  Hospitals  on  the 

5th  July,  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


290 


Number  of  Certified  Mental  patients  in  Mental  Hospitals 

at  the  31st  December,  1948  .  282 

Number  of  Voluntary  patients  in  Mental  Hospitals  at  the 

31st  December,  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  16 

298 


ADMISSIONS  UNDER  LUNACY  AND  MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACTS 

FROM  5th  JULY,  1948. 

LUNACY  ACT,  1890. 

Under  Section  20  (3  day  Order)  by  Duly  Authorised  Officer  to 

M.  F.  Total 

Birkenhead  Mental  Hospital  .  8  7  ^ 

Upton  Mental  Hospital,  Chester  .  1  —  1 
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Under  Section  21  (14  day  Order)  by  Justice  of  the  Peace  to  : — 


M. 

F. 

Birkenhead  Mental  Hospital 

8 

4 

Upton  Mental  Hospital,  Chester  ... 

— 

1 

Winwick  Mental  Hospital  ... 

1 

— 

Under  Section  16  (Certified  Patients)  to  : — 

M. 

F. 

Upton  Mental  Hospital,  Chester  ... 

6 

12 

Birkenhead  Mental  Hospital 

1 

4 

25 

28 

MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACT, 

1930. 

Admissions  under  Section  1  (Voluntary  Patients) 

to  : — 

M. 

F. 

Rainhill  Mental  Hospital 

4 

4 

Upton  Mental  Hospital,  Chester  ... 

3 

4 

Birkenhead  Mental  Hospital 

— 

1 

7 

9 

— 

— 

Total  Admissions  from  5th  July,  1948  ... 

32 

37 

Total 

12 

1 

1 


Total 

18 


53 


Total 

8 

7 

1 

16 

69 


Number  of  visits  paid  by  Duly  Authorised  Officers  to  Mental  patients 
from  the  5th  July,  1948  : — 

Under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts  ...  ...  92 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 

(Section  28,  Care  and  After-care)  ...  ...  ...  16 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

The  number  of  Mentally  Defective  Persons  on  the  Register, 
excluding  children  being  dealt  with  under  the  Education  Committee, 
at  the  31st  December,  1948,  was  236  (117  males  and  119  females). 

The  number  of  supervisionary  visits  paid  during  the 
year  to  Mentally  Defective  Persons  was  ...  ...  ...  375 

Number  of  Mentally  Defectives  in  Institutions  at  31/12/48  ...  72 

Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  Ascertained  during  the  year. 

(1)  Ascertainment. 

(а)  Cases  reported  by  Local  Education  Authori¬ 

ties  (Section  57,  Education  Act,  1944)  : — 

M. 

(i)  Under  Section  57  (3)  ...  ...  ...  6 

(ii)  Under  Section  57  (5)  ...  ...  ...  1 

(б)  Other  cases  reported  during  1948  and 

ascertained  to  be  “subject  to  be  dealt  with’’  1 

Total  cases  ascertained  to  be  “subject  to  be 
dealt  with”  during  the  year...  ...  ...  8 


F.  Total 

5  11 

1 


1  2 


6 


14 
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M.  F.  Total 


(c).  Other  cases  reported  during  1948,  who  are  not 
at  present  “subject  to  be  dealt  with,”  but 
for  whom  the  Local  Health  Authority  may 
subsequently  become  liable  ...  ...  1 


3 


year 


(2)  Disposal  of  Cases  reported  during  the  year. 


(a) 


(i)  Admitted  to  Institutions  (by  order) 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship  (by  order) 

(iii)  Taken  to  “places  of  safety” 

(iv)  Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision 

(v)  Died  or  removed  from  area 


(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary  Supervision 

(ii)  Found  not  to  be  defective 

(iii)  Died  or  removed  from  area 

(iv)  Action  not  yet  taken 

Total 


ie 

..  9 

8 

17 

with” 

M. 

F.  Total 

,.  1 

— 

1 

..  1 

1 

2 

..  6 

5 

11 

.  1 

1 

2 

h 

. — 

1 

1 

.  9 

8 

17 

(3)  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  under  Community  Care  including 
Voluntary  Supervision  or  in  “  Places  of  Safety  ”  on  1st  January, 
1948,  who  have  ceased  to  be  under  Community  Care  or  in 
“  Places  of  Safety  ”  during  1948. 


M.  F.  Total 

(a)  Admitted  to  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  3  2  5 

(b)  Ceased  to  be  under  care  ...  ...  ...  1  2  3 

(c)  Died  or  removed  from  area  ...  ...  ...2  —  2 

Total  ...  ...  6  4  10 


Number  of  Mental  Defectives  awaiting  vacancies  in  Institu¬ 
tions  at  the  31st  December,  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  patients  on  Licence  from  Institutions  at  the 

31st  December,  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


Number  of  patients  under  Guardianship  (including  cases  on 

Licence)  at  31st  December,  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  patients  under  Statutory  Supervision  at  31st 

December,  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Number  of  patients  under  Voluntary  Supervision  at  31st 

December,  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Number  of  patients  receiving  training  at  Occupation  Centre 

at  end  of  year  ,..  ...  .  .  20 


43 


The  following  is  a  list  of  Institutions  in  which  Wallasey  mentally 
defective  persons  were  accommodated  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the 
number  of  such  persons  in  each,  admitted  “Under  Order.” 


CASES  IN  INSTITUTIONS 


Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  ... 

M. 

.  4 

F. 

Caersws  Institution,  North  Wales 

1 

— 

Cranage  Hall,  near  Northwich  ... 

.  18 

23 

Etloe  House,  Leyton  ...  ...  ... 

...  ....  ■  — 

1 

Gillibrand  Hall,  near  Chorley 

— 

1 

Mary  Dendy  Home,  Sandlebridge 

2 

— 

Monkton  Hall 

.  1 

— 

Royal  Albert  Institution,  Lancaster 

.  7 

3 

Stoke  Park  Colony,  near  Bristol... 

.  2 

— 

Forden  Public  Assistance  Institution  ... 

.  3 

1 

Royal  Earlswood  Institution 

2 

1 

Hortham  Colony  ... 

...  ...  — 

1 

Calderstones  Institution,  Blackburn 

.  r  1 

— 

T  , 
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OCCUPATION  CENTRE.  ^ 

\  .  •  -;~7  r  ^ 

The  Council  decided  in  1945  to  open  an  Occupation  Centre  for 
Mentally  Defective  Children,  and  acquired  the  premises  in  Hale  Road, 
previously  known  as  the  Liscard  High  School  for  Boys. 

The  buildings  were  approved  by  the  Board  of  Control,  and 
after  adaptation,  were  opened  on  the  3rd  June,  1946.  Within  a  few 
days  of  opening  sixteen  children  attended. 

The  Centre  is  open  from  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Mondays  to  Fridays, 
and  closed  for  holidays  for  one  month  during  the  summer,  and 
approximately  four  weeks  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

The  children  so  far  admitted  vary  in  age  from  5  to  16  years, 
and  experience  has  shown  that  they  soon  settle  down  and  are  anxious 
to  attend. 

Mid-day  meals  were  provided  during  the  year  from  Mill  Lane 
Hospital  and  partaken  on  the  premises.  One-third  of  a  pint  of  milk 
is  also  supplied  to  each  child  at  10-30  am.  and  3  p.m. 

The  crafts  taught  include  plain  sewing,  embroidery  and 
knitting  for  the  girls,  woodwork,  rush  seating  and  rug-making  for  the 
boys,  and  for  boys  and  girls  papier-mache  work,  painting,  drawing, 
gardening,  stool  making,  raffia  work,  miniature  basket  work,  etc. 
The  children  also  receive  instruction  in  reading,  writing,  spelling  and 
simple  arithmetic. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements  were  made  with  the 
Birkenhead  Corporation  to  accept  Defectives  from  that  area  ; 
eighteen  Birkenhead  children  first  attended  on  the  9th  December, 
1946.  At  the  end  of  December,  1948,  twenty  Wallasey  and  twenty- 
six  Birkenhead  children  were  on  the  register. 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

The  duties  of  the  Council  under  the  Blind  Persons  Acts,  1920-38, 
were  administered  by  the  Health  Committee  up  to  the  4th  July,  1948. 
With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948, 
on  the  5th  July  these  duties  were  transferred  to  the  Welfare 
Committee  to  whom  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  with 
regard  to  administration. 

The  figures  given  refer  to  the  whole  of  1948  as  the  work  being 
still  under  the  control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  not 
interrupted. 

Two  Home  Teachers  are  normally  employed  but  there  was  a 
vacancy  for  one  Teacher  during  the  whole  of  1948. 

3,495  visits  were  made  to  blind  persons  during  1948. 


REGISTRATION  OF  BLIND  PERSONS. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

No.  on  Register  at  January  1st 

No.  added  during  the  year  : — 

84 

101 

185 

New  Cases  ... 

9 

8 

17 

Transfers  from  other  towns 

2 

— 

o 

Totals 

95 

109 

204 

No.  of  Removals  from  Register  owing  to  : — 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Leaving  Wallasey 

2 

4 

6 

Death  ... 

5 

7 

12 

Totals 

7 

11 

18 

No.  on  Register  at  December  31st 

88 

;  98 

186 

FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE. 


The  following  information  relates  to  the  granting  of  financial 
assistance  by  this  Authority  to  registered  blind  persons  up  to  and 
including  4th  July,  1948,  after  which  date  this  became  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  National  Assistance  Board. 

No.  of  Wallasey  cases  receiving  assistance  from  this  Authority 

at  January  1st,  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

,,  receiving  assistance  at  4th  July,  1948  ...  ...  ...  121 

Amount  disbursed  by  way  of  allowances,  January  to 

4th  July,  1948  *  . £2,782 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATION. 


During  the  twelve  months  ending  31  st  December,  1948,  23  people 
ivere  examined  by  Dr.  W.  Dunlop  Hamilton,  of  whom  16  were  found 
to  be  blind,  while  7  could  not  be  certified.  Of  the  16  people  certified  as 
blind,  blindness  occurred  in  the  following  age  groups  : 

Under  20  years  of  age — 2. 

20-30  years  of  age  1  30-40  years  of  age 

40-50  ,,  „  2  50-60  „  „  1 

60-70  ,,  „  4  Over  70  years  of  age  6 

In  addition  one  case  who  is  a  patient  in  the  St.  C  atherines 
Hospital,  Birkenhead,  was  certified  blind  by  the  Ophthalmic 
Consultant  of  that  Hospital.  Blindness  in  this  case  occurred  in  the 
60-70  year  age  group. 
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REMOVAL  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

This  work  is  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  the  Borough 
Surveyor.  There  are  no  ashpits  in  the  Borough.  Particulars  as  to 
the  quantities  of  refuse  and  salvage  disposed  of  in  the  past  year 
are  as  under  : — 


House,  &c.,  Refuse — 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

Quantity  tipped  away 

... 

...26,041 

16 

0 

Salvage,  &c:,  material 

... 

...  2,767 

4 

2 

28,809 

0 

2 

Wet  refuse  collected  in  added  areas  and  delivered  to  farms.  52  loads. 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  EMPLOYEES. 


The  number  of  employees  examined  during  the  year,  at  the 
request  of  the  various  Departments,  was  94.  The  Departments 
concerned  were  : — 

Town  Clerk  ... 

Education 

Borough  Treasurer  ... 

Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
Public  Health 


Libraries 
Gas  and  Water 
Electricity 
Housing 
Motor  Bus 
Ferries 
Publicity 


6 

8 

25 

16 

11 

4 

4 

2 

7 

6 

1 

4 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


During  the  year  139  samples  of  milk  and  248  samples  of  other 
food  and  drink  were  analysed.  Eight  of  the  milk  samples  were 
reported  as  below  standard.  Of  these  four  were  taken  from  retailers, 
two  were  taken  in  course  of  delivery  from  producer  to  retailer,  and 
two  were  taken  at  producers.  The  milk  samples  reported  as  not 
genuine  were  as  follows  : — 


2% 

2% 

5% 

5% 

+% 

5% 

90/ 
"  /O 

1% 


deficient  of  fat. 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

added  water 

9  9  9  9 

added  water 

9  9  9  9 

added  water 

9  9  9  9 


} 

} 

} 

} 


Other  samples  genuine. 
Cautioned. 

Taken  from  retailer. 

Taken  in  transit  to  retailer. 
* Taken  at  farm. 


♦This  adulteration  was  traced  to  the  producers  premises,  but  the 
adulteration  was  so  small  that  proceedings  were  not  considered 
advisable.  Producer  was  cautioned. 
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Suet.  21%  deficient  of  fat. 


Salad  Cream.  80%  deficient 
in  oil. 


{ 

i 


\  ' 

Ground  Almond  Substitute.^ 
44%  deficient  in  oil 


Iodine.  5%  deficient  of 
Iodine. 


Non-alcoholic  Cocktail  (3) 


S 


Reported  to  the  Ministry  of 
Food  for  their  attention. 

Obtained  from  a  temporary 
summer  stall.  Further  obser¬ 
vations  showed  that  it  was 
not  on  sale  again. 

Intended  for  manufacturing 
purposes  only.  Seller  was 
cautioned  and  withdrew  the 
article. 

Cautioned. 

In  stock  prior  to  present 
regulations.  Sellers  cautioned, 
and  remaining  stock  with¬ 
drawn. 


FERTILISER  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS. 

Twenty  samples  of  Fertiliser  and  five  samples  of  Feeding  Stuffs 
were  submitted  for  analysis.  One  sample  of  Fertiliser  was  incorrectly 
labelled,  and  the  packers  corrected  the  fault  as  soon  as  their  attention 
was  drawn  to  it.  The  remainder  were  correct. 


PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT. 

During  the  year  the  following  applications  were  received. 

For  registration  ...  ...  20 

For  re-registration  ...  ...  143 

All  applications  were  granted. 


WELFARE  SERVICES. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

General  Administrative  Arrangements  : — 

(i)  The  Council  has  appointed  a  Welfare  Committee,  consisting 
of  16  Members  of  the  Council  (including  one  woman  Member) 
and  alF  matters  relating  to  the  discharge  of  the  Council’s 
functions  under  the  National  Asistance  Act,  1948,  stand 
referred  to  this  Committee. 

(ii)  (a)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been  appointed  to 

advise  on  and  discharge  the  functions  of  the  Council 
under  the  Act. 

(b)  A  Senior  lay  officer  (designated  Senior  Welfare  Officer) 
has  been  appointed  to  direct  the  administration  of  the 
service  subject  to  the  general  oversight  and  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  This  Officer 
attends  the  meetings  of  the  Welfare  Committee. 

(c)  The  three  Authorised  Officers  (appointed  in  connection 
with  the  Mental  Health  Services  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946)  have  been  appointed,  on  a 
part  time  basis,  as  Welfare  Officers  to  administer  and 

w  make  decisions  on  all  matters  referred  to  in  Subsections 

(1)  and  (3)  of  Section  50  (Burial  or  cremation  of  the 
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dead)  and  to  arrange  admission  to  appropriate  accom¬ 
modation  of  the  persons  mentioned  in  Section  21  of  the 
Act.  (These  officers  are  provided  with  a  telephone  at 
their  place  of  residence  and  devote  one-third  of  their 
time  to  duties  under  those  Sections.)  From  5th  July 
to  31st  December,  1948,  fifty-one  visits  were  paid  by 
Welfare  Officers  in  connection  with  applications  for 
accommodation  under  Part  III  of  the  Act. 

{d)  The  necessary  clerical  staff  and  accommodation  have 
been  provided. 

(e)  A  Home  Teacher  for  the  blind  and  an  Assistant  have 
been  appointed.  The  question  of  appointing  a  Welfare 
Officer  in  connection  with  Deaf,  Dumb,  Crippled  and 
other  handicapped  persons  has  not  been  decided. 

The  Act  places  on  the  Council  a  duty  to  provide  residential 
accommodation  for  persons  who  by  reason  of  age,  infirmity,  or  other 
circumstances  are  in  need  of  care  and  attention  not  otherwise  avail¬ 
able  to  them.  This  comprises  a  wide  range  of  elderly,  infirm,  dis¬ 
abled  or  sub-normal  people  who  are  unable  to  look  after  themselves 
in  their  own  homes,  and  cannot  obtain  from  relatives,  friends  or 
others,  the  care  and  attention  they  require. 

The  numbers  of  aged,  infirm  and  handicapped  persons  in  the 
area  for  whom  accommodation  is  required  are  estimated  to  be  as 
follows  : — 


Aged 

Physically 
and  Ment¬ 
ally  Infirm 

Blind  and 
Partially 
Sighted 

Deaf 

or 

Dumb 

Epileptics 

Crippled 

(a)  number  of  persons 
for  whom  accommoda¬ 
tion  is  at  present  being 
provided 

30 

21 

l 

5 

Nil 

6 

2 

(b)  number  of  persons 
on  present  watiing  lists 

34 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  allowance  for  grow¬ 
ing  demand  for  accom¬ 
modation 

165 

9 

13 

3 

4 

4 

Total  ... 

299 

30 

21 

3 

10 

6= 
r  - 

" 

Residential  accommodation  provided  is  to  be  a  substitute  for  a 
normal  home  and  must  meet  all  reasonable  needs  of  the  residents — 
including  board,  clothing,  tobacco,  sweets,  recreational  facilities,  etc. 
Accommodation  is  to  be  provided  for  those  in  need  of  it,  irrespective 
of  their  means,  and  the  National  Assistance  Board  may  require  the 
Council  to  provide  accommodation  for  a  person  in  need  of  same. 
The  Ministry  of  Health  will  pay  the  Council  annual  contributions 
in  respect  of  premises  provided  for  the  purpose  of  accommodation. 

T  he  Act  also  places  on  the  Council  a  duty  to  provide  Welfare 
Services  for  Handicapped  Persons  (Blind,  Partially  Blind,  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  etc.)  this  includes  (a)  advisory  service,  (b)  instruction  in 
methods  of  overcoming  the  effects  of  their  disabilities  (c)  provision  of 
“  sheltered  employment  in  special  workshops  (d)  provision  of  work 
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under  “  home  worker  ”  schemes  ( e )  assistance  in  the  marketing  of 
produce  (/)  provision  of  recreational  facilities  ( g )  compilation  and 
maintenance  of  classified  registers  of  handicapped  persons. 

One  Hostel  only  has  been  acquired  so  far,  and  this  is  in  process 
of  adaptation.  It  is  assumed  that  this  Hostel  will  provide  accom¬ 
modation  for  eighteen  females.  One  building  site  has  also  been 
earmarked,  and  plans  are  being  prepared  for  the  erection  of  a  Hostel 
to  accommodate  approximately  sixty  persons  of  both  sexes,  including 
accommodation  for  married  couples. 

The  present  accommodation  at  the  disposal  of  the  Council 
consists  of  : — 

38  beds  at  the  St.  Catherine’s  Hospital  Annexe,  Birkenhead, 
(by  arrangement  with  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital 
Board). 

22  beds  at  Eastham  House  (by  arrangement  with  the  Birkenhead 
Corporation  ;  to  be  vacated  by  31st  March,  1950). 

6  beds  in  Epileptic  Colonies. 

2  beds  in  Cripples  Homes. 

5  beds  in  Homes  for  the  Blind. 


The  following  are  the  present  numbers  of  persons  chargeable 


Men 

Women 

Children  Total 

St.  Catherine’s  Hospital  Annexe 

10 

17 

—  27 

Eastham  House 

7 

17 

—  24 

Epileptic  Colonies 

— 

5 

5 

Cripples  Homes 

2 

— 

_  2 

Homes  for  the  Blind 

1 

3 

—  4 

i 

20 

42 

—  62 

A  duty  is  also  placed  on  the  Council  to  provide  temporary 
accommodation  for  persons  in  urgent  need  of  it.  (1  his  provision  is 
not  one  for  dealing  with  the  inadequately  housed  but  is  primarily 
intended  to  cover  persons  temporarily  without  accommodation  as  a 
result  of  fire,  flooding  or  eviction.)  A  special  Sub-Committee  has  been 
appointed  to  consider  the  question  of  temporary  accommodation 
with  special  reference  to  the  accommodation  of  evicted  families  as 
units. 

Number  of  Blind  Persons  on  the  Council’s  Register  at  the 
31st  December,  1948—186.  (Eor  further  details  with  regard  to 
Blind  Persons  see  pp  44  of  this  Report.) 

With  regard  to  the  duties  placed  on  the  staff,  these  include 
the 

Preparation  of  Schemes  for  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 
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Finding  of  suitable  accommodation  for  the  establishment  of 
Hostels  (close  upon  30  properties  have  been  viewed). 

Finding  of  suitable  accommodation  for  the  various  classes  of 
handicapped  persons. 

Administration  and  maintenance  of  Hostels. 

Ascertaining  means  of  persons  admitted  to  residential,  and  other 
accommodation,  and  raising  assessments  for  contributions 
towards  the  cost  of  maintenance  having  regard  to  the 
2nd  Schedule. 

Applications  to  the  National  Assistance  Board  for  assistance 
grants,  Ministry  of  National  Insurance,  etc. 

Survey  of  the  area  to  ascertain  requirements. 

Co-operation  with  various  Voluntary  Organisations  providing 
welfare  services  of  various  descriptions — augmentation, 
etc. 

Burials  and  recovery  of  cost  (where  possible). 

Returns  and  information  to  Voluntary  Organisations  dealing 
with  handicapped  persons. 

Investigation  of  Old  People’s  Clubs — applications  for  subscrip¬ 
tions,  etc. 

Visiting — Blind  and  other  handicapped  persons  and  arranging 
for  their  medical  inspection,  welfare,  comfort,  instruction, 
recreation,  etc. 

Care  and  safe  custody  of  property  of  persons  admitted  to 
Hospitals,  residential  accommodation,  etc. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  47  of  the  Act. 


METEOROLOGICAL. 

The  (  orporations  Observation  Station  at  Harrison  Park,  which  is  recognised  and  approved  by  the  Air  Ministry 
as  a  Climatalogical  Station,  was  seriously  damaged  by  enemy  action  in  March,  1941. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT  AND  REPORT 
OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Introductory. 

In  the  last  two  Annual  Reports  reference  has  been  made  to  the 
vast  increase  in  the  number  of  householders’  complaints  by 
comparison  with  pre-war  years.  The  year  1948  saw  some  recession  in 
this  regard,  6,363  complaints  having  been  investigated  by  comparison 
with  a  total  of  8,976  in  1947.  This  improvement  with  its  consequent 
reduction  of  strain  on  the  services  of  the  inspectorial  staff,  was  no 
doubt  due  to  the  relaxation  of  control  of  building  materials  during  the 
year,  whereby  willing  owners  and  owner/occupiers  were  able  to 
undertake  works  of  minor  repairs  without  the  need  for  recourse  to  the 
Health  Department.  Even  so,  the  number  of  complaints  requiring 
initial  investigation  and  numerous  reinspections  is  still  at  a  level 
approximately  twice  that  of  the  normal  pre-war  years.  It  is  possible 
that  this  may  arise  from  an  increasing  public  conciousness  of  the 
powers  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Local  Authority,  but  one  is 
prompted  to  suggest  that  there  is  a  marked  tendency  for  certain 
owners  to  defer  the  execution  of  works  which  would  formerly  have 
been  considered  to  be  maintenance  repair,  until  forced  to  do  so  by  the 
service  of  an  Abatement  Notice  by  the  Local  Authority.  It  is 
apparent  that  this  situation  is  likely  to  continue  so  long  as  there 
exists  property  which  is  let  at  a  rental  affording  little  margin  to  cover 
current  repairs,  not  to  mention  the  deterioration  which  accrued 
during  the  war  years.  Meanwhile  it  seems  that  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  who  cannot  concern  himself  with  economics  in  this  sense, 
will  continue  to  devote  a  considerable  proportion  of  his  time  in 
applying  the  "  Nuisance  Sections  ”  of  the  Public  Health  Act  to  effect 
house  repairs  of  a  minor  maintenance  character.  Circumstances  now 
render  this  situation  as  inevitable  as  it  is  regrettable  ;  at  a  time  when 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  could  achieve  so  much  to  raise  the  standards 
of  food  and  environmental  hygiene,  it  is  to  be  deplored  that  he  is 
unable  to  devote  his  wholehearted  attention  to  the  tasks  owing  to  the 
competitive  demands  made  on  his  services  from  this  source. 

In  the  immediate  post  war  years  we  had  reason  to  feel  that  the 
age  of  the  “  Nuisance  ”  as  the  major  implement  of  environmental 
public  health  was  quickly  coming  to  a  close. 

The  Shops  Act,  1934,  The  Housing  Act,  1936,  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  the  Factories  Act,  1937  had  widely  extended  the  functions 
and  powers  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Local  Authority  ;  in  the 
sphere  of  health  education  in  the  home,  factory,  shop,  food  premises 
and  school,  new  opportunities  seemed  to  be  imminent  ;  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  saw  promise  of  new  advances  in  these  fields  by  his  ability 
to  educate,  to  advise,  to  instil  co-operation,  to  promote  understanding 
and  a  will  in  the  individual  concerned  to  further  the  intention  of 
public  health  methods.  These,  the  most  fruitful  implements  of  a 
public  health  service  are  still  well  to  the  fore  in  public  and  professional 
utterances  ;  indeed,  the  urgent  need  for  their  employment  is  urged 
more  than  ever  before.  But  the  simple  mechanics  of  the  problem  is 
ignored,  or  at  least,  understated.  How  many  Local  Authorities, 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  in  a 
position  to  say  that  they  are  satisfied  that  their  organisations  are 
sufficient  and  suitable  to  ensure  full  compliance  with  the  minimum 
statutory  requirements  imposed  by  the  four  Acts  previously 
mentioned  ?  How  many  Public  Health  Departments  are  sufficiently 
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provided  with  inspectorial  staff  to  undertake  more  than  a  nominal 
amount  of  routine  spontaneous  visits  of  an  advisory,  supervisory  and 
educational  character  ?  In  how  many  Public  Health  Departments  is 
the  scope  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Section  largely  dictated  by  and 
limited  to  the  work  arising  from  the  “  Complaint  book  ”? 

The  answer  to  these  questions,  I  suggest,  would  indicate  the 
major  defect  in  present  organisations  and  the  first  step  which  needs 
to  be  taken  to  attain  those  standards  of  sanitary  control  which  the 
people  expect,  demand  and  deserve. 


Abatement  of  Nuisances  and  Repairs  to  House  Property. 

The  remarks  made  in  the  introductory  concerning  this  branch  of 
the  work  of  the  inspectorial  staff  are  not  to  be  taken  as  a  reflection  that 
the  work  is  held  to  be  of  no  account.  It  is  without  question  necessary 
that  the  houses  of  the  people  should  be  maintained  in  a  dry  state, 
free  from  serious  dampness  and  conditions  unfavourable  to  health. 
But  many  of  the  items  of  repair  in  the  following  list,  executed  under 
the  aegis  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  were  found  to  be  minor  defects 
in  houses  otherwise  fit  for  habitation  ;  in  most  cases  notification  of 
the  defects  by  the  tenant  had  failed  to  stimulate  the  owner  to  action. 
This  is  becoming  increasingly  the  case  among  the  class  of  property 
owner  who  in  pre-war  years  possessed  a  reputation  for  prompt 
attention  to  repairs  without  the  necessity  for  intervention  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  If  the  economics  of  the  ownership  of  middle- 
aged  working-class  property  is  to  result  in  a  continuance  of  this 
practice  over  a  number  of  years,  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  a  serious 
wastage  of  existing  properties  is  to  be  offset  against  the  results  of 
current  building  programmes.  Though  the  following  list  demon¬ 
strates  the  extent  of  the  department’s  achievements  in  the  sphere  of 
house  repairs,  the  surface  of  the  problem  is  no  more  than  disturbed, 
if  it  is  to  be  viewed  as  action  calculated  to  prevent  wholesale 
deterioration  of  property,  and  the  possible  creation  of  the  slums  of 
fifteen  years  hence.  Only  a  battalion  of  inspectors  could  discharge 
such  a  task,  as  is  evinced  by  the  fact  that  during  1948  a  total  of  7,125 
notices  were  served  concerning  7,894  house  defects,  involving  25,229 


visits  before  completion  of  the  work. 

Dwelling  Houses 
Roof  Repairs 

Gutters  and  Spout  Repairs 
External  Walls  and  Chimney  Repairs 
Installation  of  Damp  Proof  Courses 
Dampness  ... 

Yards  :  Paving  and  Repairs 
Internal  Walls  and  Ceiling  Repairs 
Doors  :  Repairs  and  Renewal 
Windows  :  Repairs  and  Renewal 
Floors  :  Repairs  and  Renewal 
Sub-floor  Ventilation 
Rooms  :  Cleaning  and  Redecorating 
Passages  and  Staircases  :  Cleaning  anc 
Redecorating 
Staircase  Repairs  ... 

Handrails  :  Repairs  and  Renewal 
Fireplaces  and  Flue  :  Repairs  and  Re¬ 
newal 


Notices 


Notices 

Notices 

Out¬ 

Served 

A  bated 

standing 

851 

952 

142 

570 

670 

120 

355 

369 

117 

116 

131 

42 

409 

520 

36 

226 

247 

48 

714 

753 

191 

182 

181 

43 

526 

519 

156 

419 

451 

79 

101 

111 

22 

25 

25 

— 

1 

- 

3 

11 

17 

3 

3 

6 

4 

280 

301 

52 

53 


Cooking  Stoves  :  Repairs  and  Renewal 

6 

6 

— 

Wash  Boilers  :  Repairs  and  Renewal  . . . 

1 

7 

1 

Sinks,  Lavatories  :  Repairs  and  Renewal 

84 

81 

17 

Baths  :  Repairs  and  Renewal 

5 

4 

— 

Waste  Pipes  :  Repairs  and  Renewal 

223 

258 

34 

Provision  &  Improvement  of  Food  Stores 

4 

4 

— 

Provision  and  Improvement  of  Dust  Bins 

1,105 

1,208 

59 

Burst  Water  Pipe  Repairs 

Improvement  and  Reinstatement  of 

211 

226 

24 

Water  Supply  ... 

91 

90 

15 

Cleansing  of  W.C.  Walls,  etc. 

2 

2 

1 

Cleansing  of  W.C.  Pans  ... 

2 

2 

1 

W.C.  Pans  :  Repairs  and  Renewal 

231 

293 

34 

W.C.  Cisterns  :  Repairs  and  Renewal 

274 

313 

34 

W.C.  Structures  :  Repairs  and  Renewal 

238 

271 

24 

W.C.  Lighting  :  Repairs  and  Renewal 

1 

3 

— 

W.C.  Ventilation  :  Repairs  and  Renewal 

3 

3 

— 

W.C.  Doors  :  Repairs  and  Renewal 

55 

67 

10 

Provision  of  Additional  W.C’s.  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Soil  Pipes  :  Repairs  and  Renewal 

46 

48 

6 

Clearing  of  Drains 

325 

409 

7 

Drain  Repairs 

86 

93 

9 

Relaying  of  Drains 

9 

9 

— 

Emptying  of  Cesspools 

— 

1 

— 

Cesspool  Repairs  ... 

- — 

— 

— 

Abolition  of  Cesspools 

1 

2 

— 

Disinfection  of  Verminous  Premises 

3 

7 

6 

Provision  of  Lighting 

— 

— 

— 

Drainer  Boards  :  Repairs  or  Renewal  ... 

55 

57 

13 

Improvement  of  Ventilation 

43 

38 

32 

Provision  of  Paving  and  Site  Concrete  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

7,894 

8,754 

1,387 

General  Environmental  Public  Health. 

Notices 

Notices 

Notices 

Out - 

Served 

A  bated 

standing 

Choked  Sewers 

25 

25 

— 

Cleansing  of  Stables  and  Manure  Pits  . . . 
Stables,  Manure  Pits  :  Repairs  and 

3 

3 

— 

Renewal  ...  . 

2 

3 

— 

Piggeries  :  Cleansing  and  Whitewashing 

2 

3 

— 

Piggeries  :  Repairs  and  Reconstruction... 

1 

2 

— 

Animal  Nuisances 

12 

14 

— 

Removal  of  Offensive  Accumulations  ... 

64 

80 

4 

Cleansing  of  Ditches  and  Streams 

2 

7 

— 

Ditches  and  Stream  Pollution  ... 

6 

— 

— 

Cinemas,  Dance  Halls,  Contraventions  ... 

6 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades  :  Contraventions 

1 

1 

— 

Schools  :  Urinals — repairs  and  renewal 

— 

— 

— 

Schools  :  WC’s. — repairs  and  renewal  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Schools  :  Cleansing  of  W.C’s.  and  Urinals 

— 

— 

— 

Public  Conveniences 

1 

1 

— 

Total 

125 

139 

4 
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Number  of  Notices  Served. 


Preliminary 

Statutory 


Served  A  bated 

4,740  5,376 

2,385  2,486 


7,125 


7,862 


Details  of  Inspections  of  Dwellinghouses. 


Dwellinghouses  visited 
Reinspections  . . . 


25,229 

15,585 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938  :  HYGIENE  OF  FOOD  PREMISES. 

In  the  report  for  1947,  attention  was  drawn  to  the  leeway  which 
has  still  to  be  recovered  in  the  standards  of  hygiene  existing  in  food 
premises  following  the  enforced  relaxation  of  the  war  years.  It  has  to 
be  reported  once  again  that  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  devote  to 
this  supremely  important  branch  of  public  health  all  the  attention 
which  it  merits,  though  some  small  measure  of  gratification  is  to  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  it  was  found  possible  to  make  1,988  spontaneous 
visits  to  food  premises  of  all  kinds,  by  comparison  with  a  correspond¬ 
ing  figure  of  1,454  during  the  previous  year.  These  visits  involved 
complete  initial  inspection  of  premises  and  comprehensive  recording 
in  an  effort  to  create  an  informative  register  of  all  food  premises  in  the 
district.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  register,  then  incomplete, 
included  908  food  premises. 

It  will  be  seen  that  approximately  11,000  visits  each  year  would 
be  called  for,  if  this  number  are  to  be  visited,  say,  once  each  month. 
This  I  would  suggest  is  a  reasonable  objective  standard,  but  there 
seems  no  possibility  of  its  attainment  in  the  immediate  future  in  the 
absence  of  a  substantial  staff  increase.  As  long  ago  as  1919  a 
numerical  standard  of  one  district  Sanitary  Inspector  for  every 
10,000  of  population  was  suggested  by  the  responsible  department  of 
central  government.  Having  regard  to  the  vast  increase  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  functions  in  the  last  thirty  years,  it  can  readily 
be  understood  that  much  remains  undone  in  Wallasey  and  other 
towns  where  the  ratio  of  staff  is  in  the  region  of  one  district  inspector 
to  15,000  of  population. 

Nevertheless,  the  year’s  achievements  at  food  premises  are  not 
to  be  decried.  The  inspectors  have  noted  a  slight  improvement  in 
food  hygiene  generally,  within  the  severe  limits  of  their  ability  to 
make  revisits  on  a  wide  scale  ;  isolated  cases  of  very  low  standards 
have  received  special  attention  with  apparently  satisfactory  results. 
But  more  than  anything,  the  extension  of  inspection  has  demon¬ 
strated  the  vast  magnitude  of  the  task.  There  are  no  grounds  for 
believing  that  the  standard  of  food  hygiene  in  Wallasey’s  food 
premises  is  lower  than  elsewhere  in  the  country  ;  yet  it  must  be 
admitted  that  the  number  of  instances  of  faulty  hygiene  knowledge 
and  technique,  is  much  higher  than  is  desirable.  Too  often  it  is  found 
that  dishwashing  is  conducted  in  inadequate  washing  sinks  or  in  luke¬ 
warm  water  that  has  seen  excess  use  ;  too  frequently  also,  well- washed 
dishes  and  utensils  are  contaminated  by  unclean  drying  cloths;  in  few 
cases  are  occupiers  of  food  premises  aware  of  the  usefulness  of  modern 
detergents  and  sterilising  agents  ;  and  over  all  there  is  a  disturbing 
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lack  of  knowledge  of  the  mode  of  transmission  of  food  infections  and 
of  the  need  for  bacteriological  as  distinct  from  visual  cleanliness. 
Whereas  in  the  majority  of  cases,  the  standards  of  food  hygiene  can 
be  described  as  “  fairly  good  ”  in  too  few  cases  can  it  be  said  to  be 
“  first  class.” 

Compulsory  registration  of  all  food  premises  is  a  logical  first  step 
towards  attainment  of  this  latter  standard  in  all  premises,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  future  general  legislation  will  include  provisions  to  render 
this  compulsory.  But  compulsion  alone  can  never  produce  the 
highest  standards  of  hygiene  which  alone  will  suffice.  The  food  trade 
should  be  prepared  to  adopt  higher  standards  than  any  general 
legislation  is  likely  to  stipulate  as  compulsory  for  all,  irrespective  of 
circumstances.  This  will  necessitate  a  changing  of  attitude  by  that 
minority  of  the  trade  whose  conception  of  duty  in  public  health 
matters  results  in  compliance  with  the  statutory  minimum  standard 
and  no  more.  This  attitude  is  reflected  in  the  not  infrequent  conten¬ 
tion  made  by  certain  occupiers  of  food  shops,  that  an  enamel  bowl, 
gas  ring  and  kettle  (or  even  a  primus  stove  and  saucepan)  are  the  only 
facilities  required  to  ensure  a  sufficient  supply  of  hot-water  for  the  use 
of  employees  who  handle  the  daily  food  supply  of  the  people.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  is  some  promise  for  the  future  in  the  fact  that  during 
the  year,  hot  water  geysers  were  installed  at  27  food  shops,  following 
suggestions  from,  or  the  service  of  notices  by  the  sanitary  inspectors. 

Some  indication  of  the  scope  of  the  work  undertaken  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  food  premises  (other  than  those  used  for 
manufacture  and  sale,  etc.  of  ice  cream)  is  given  by  the  representative 
figures  set  out  below  : — 

INSPECTIONS  Visits 


Cafes,  restaurants 

•  •  •  * 

490 

Bakehouses 

•  •  •  • 

204 

Fried  Fish  shops 

•  •  •  • 

126 

Other  offensive  trades  ... 

« •  •  • 

* 

5 

Other  food  premises 

... 

1,163 

Total  visits  ... 

1,988 

Notices 

Notices 

Out¬ 

standing 

IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED 

Served 

Abated 

Notices 

Bakehouses  :  Cleansed  and  lime  washed 

11 

15 

2 

Other  contraventions  remedied  ... 

23 

18 

8 

Fried  Fish  Shops  :  Cleansed  and  lime- 

washed  ... 

5 

4 

2 

General  sanitary  conditions  im- 

proved 

— 

3 

— 

Other  contraventions  remedied  ... 

15 

13 

3 

Cafes,  Restaurants  :  Contraventions 

remedied 

28 

22 

28 

Other  Food  Premises  :  General  sanitarv 

conditions  improved 

Additional  VV.C’s.  provided 

17 

23 

— 

4 

4 

3 

Hot  and  cold  water  supply  pro- 

vided  *  • «  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

38 

27 

14 

56 


Out- 


I MP  ROVE  MEN  TS  EFFECTED — CO  ntd. 

Notices 

Served 

Notices 

Abated 

standing 

Notices 

Soap,  towels,  provided 

5 

9 

— 

Glazed  sink  provided 

— 

17 

Sterilising  equipment  provided  . . . 

1 

4 

1 

Rooms  cleansed 

50 

50 

1 

Rooms  re-plastered 

36 

35 

2 

Clothes  cupboards  provided 

7 

9 

•> 

41 

Total  ... 

240 

243 

66 

Applications  for  Issue  of  Ministry  of  Food  Licences. 

Visits  made  in  connection  therewith  ...  ...  196 

Issues  of  licences  approved .. .  ...  ...  ...  142 

Issues  of  licences  recommended  for  refusal  ...  18 

CONTROL  OF  ICE  CREAM  PREMISES. 

A  substantial  effort  was  made  in  this  direction  during  the  year, 
following  the  preliminary  reorganisation  of  premises  in  1947  as  a 
consequence  of  the  issue  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.) 
Regulations  of  that  year.  During  1948,  a  total  of  1,295  visits  were 
made,  by  comparison  with  393  during  1947,  and  the  value  of  these 
visits  of  inspection  and  observations  of  processing  methods  has  been 
clearly  demonstrated  by  a  general  improvement  in  the  bacteriological 
quality  of  ice  cream  produced  by  a  number  of  manufacturers  in  the 
Borough.  Yet  it  must  be  frankly  admitted  that  at  the  premises  of 
almost  every  manufacturer,  on  one  occasion  or  more,  breaches  of 
elementary  though  vital  rules  of  hygiene  have  been  observed.  T  he 
vast  majority  of  these  faulty  practices  have  arisen  either  because  of 
momentary  thoughtlessness  or  a  failure  to  appreciate  the  rudiments 
of  bacteriology  or  the  need  for  “  operating  theatre  technique.” 
Many  of  the  employees,  and  indeed,  some  of  the  proprietors,  have  not 
had  the  opportunity  to  undertake  a  specific  course  in  the  public 
health  aspects  of  ice  cream  production  ;  it  is  to  remedy  this  omission 
that  it  was  intended  to  organise  a  short  series  of  lectures  in  the 
near  future.  Owing  to  the  poor  response  the  arrangements  made 
for  the  lectures  had  to  be  cancelled. 

Lest  this  report  be  mistakenly  thought  to  be  hypercritical  of  the 
manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  Wallasey,  I  should  like  it  to  be  known 
that  the  general  standard  of  the  premises  and  equipment  at  the 
17  registered  factories  is  very  satisfactory  and  will  probably  compare 
most  favourably  with  that  to  be  found  elsewhere.  A  rigid  code  of 
practice  has  been  implemented  since  the  1947  Regulations,  whereby 
separate  apartments  for  processing  and  for  steam  sterilisation  are 
provided.  Almost  all  the  premises  are  arranged  on  the  dairy  model 
and  the  premises  are  used  for  no  other  purpose  ;  the  former  practice 
of  the  shopkeeper  manufacturing  his  ice  cream  as  a  “  backroom  boy 
has  now  ceased.  The  laboratory  reports  of  the  ice  cream  manufac- 
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tured  in  Wallasey  substantiate  the  view  that  it  is  favourably 
comparable  as  regards  hygienic  quality  with  the  ice  cream  brought 
into  the  area  from  other  districts,  (see  page  59.) 

Satisfaction  can  also  be  expressed  concerning  the  improved 
conditions  of  sale  throughout  the  district,  particularly  kiosks  through¬ 
out  the  part  borough  regarded  as  a  holiday  resort  for  summer  visitors. 
Following  consideration  of  the  detailed  report  reproduced  in  last 
year’s  Annual  Report,  the  sale  of  unwrapped  ice  cream  from  unsuit¬ 
able  kiosks  and  vehicles  on  Corporation  foreshore  trading  sites  has 
been  discontinued.  At  these  sites  sales  are  restricted  to  pre-wrapped 
ice  cream  unless  the  kiosk  or  vehicle  is  so  constructed  as  to  minimise 
risk  of  contamination  and  provided  with  a  piped  water  supply  and 
continuous  hot  water  supply  by  means  of  a  geyser.  Similar  require¬ 
ments  have  been  complied  with  by  all  peripatetic  vendors  in  the 
district,  in  accordance  with  a  Code  of  Practice  for  ice  cream  vehicles. 

ICE  CREAM  STATISTICS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  YEAR  1948. 

REGISTRATIONS  APPROVED  DURING  1948. 


Sale  and  manufacture  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sale  only...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Sale  and  storage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Manufacture,  sale  and  storage  ...  ...  ...  1 

Storage  only 

Storage  and  manufacture  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  ...  ...  82 


REGISTRATIONS  REFUSED. 

Manufacture  and  sale  ... 

Manufacture  sale  and  storage 

Manufacture 

Sale 

Sale  and  storage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  ...  1 


REGISTRATIONS  CANCELLED. 

Sale  and  storage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Manufacture  ...  ...  ...  ...  ' 

Manufacture  and  Sale  ... 

Manufacture,  sale  and  storage  ...  ...  ...  4 

Total  ...  ...  6 


No.  of  samples  taken 


141 
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NUMBER  OF  PREMISES  ON  REGISTER  AT  CLOSE  OF  YEAR. 

Storage  and  manufacture  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Premises  registered  for  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  115 

Premises  registered  for  storage  of  ice  cream...  ...  2 

Premises  registered  for  sale  and  storage  of  ice  cream  1 85 

Premises  registered  for  manufacture,  sale  and 

storage  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Sale  and  manufacture  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total .  323 


VISITS  OF  INSPECTION. 


Total  Visits 

Formal  Notices  Served... 


/  128  Applications  for  licences. 

\  1,156  Routine  visits. 

...  11 


1,295 


IMPROVEMENTS  EFFFXTED. 

Out- 

Notices  Notices  standing 
Served  Abated  Notices 

Premises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  1  5 

General  Sanitary  conditions  improved  —  2 

Sterilising  facilities  installed . 

Other  contraventions  remedied  ...  7  5 


# 
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PROVISIONAL  GRADES  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  CONDITION  OF  HEAT-TREATED  ICE  CREAM,  1948. 
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ICE  CREAM  SAMPLED  IN  WALLASEY,  1948. 

The  Commodity  sampled  ready  for  sale  is  categorised  according  to  source  of  Manufacture, 

and  type  of  process. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  SHOPS  ACTS,  1912  -1936. 

The  full  provisions  of  these  Acts  are  administered  including 
Shops  Hours  of  Closing,  Sunday  Trading  Restrictions,  employment 
of  Young  Persons,  Sanitary  conditions,  the  maintenance  of  docu¬ 
ments  and  records,  and  the  exhibition  of  notices  as  prescribed  by  the 
Acts. 

During  the  year,  it  was  found  possible  to  effect  4,443  complete 
inspections  of  shops,  necessitating  the  service  of  668  notices. 
Reinspections  numbering  1,314  were  executed  to  ensure  compliance 
with  notices,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  the  following  improve¬ 
ments  had  resulted  : — 

NOTICES  SERVED,  ETC. 

Number  of  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  668 

Number  of  contraventions  discovered  ...  ...  970 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  986 

NATURE  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS  REMEDIED. 


Section  1  (2)  Provision  of  Assistants  Half-holiday  card  ...  131 

Section  1  (3)  Provision  of  seats  for  female  employees  ...  2 

Section  4  (3)  Provision  of  Half-day  Closing  Notice  . . .  394 

Section  10  (1)  Provision  of  Mixed  Trades  Notices  ...  ...  29 

Section  10  (1)  Suitable  and  sufficient  ventilation  ...  ...  5 

Section  10  (1)  Maintenance  of  reasonable  temperature 
Section  10  (2)  Provision  of  sanitary  accommodation  ...  13 

Section  10  (2)  Sanitary  accommodation  (cleansed  and  re¬ 
paired)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Section  10  (6)  Certificates  of  exemption  granted  (W.C. 

accom.)  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Section  10  (3)  Provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  lighting  9 

Section  10  (4)  Provision  of  washing  facilities  ...  ...  23 

Section  10  (6)  Certificates  of  exemption  granted  (washing 

facilities)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Section  10  (5)  Provision  of  facilities  for  meals 
Section  7  (1)  and  7  (2)  Provision  of  Documents  (Young 

Persons)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  199 

General  sanitary  conditions  improved  ...  21 

SHOPS  ACT,  1936  (SUNDAY  TRADING). 

.Section  12  (b)  Provision  of  Records  of  Sunday  Employment  1 1 

HOURS  OF  EMPLOYMENT. 

Contraventions  detected  and  remedied  . ...  ...  2 


HOUSING. 

Clearance  Orders  Nos.  62-66. 

Demolition  of  the  20  houses  included  in  the  Areas  represented 
in  1947  was  completed  during  1948. 

10  families  comprising  32  persons  were  displaced  into  alternative 
accommodation  provided  by  the  Council. 

Demolition  Orders. 

One  Demolition  Order  was  made  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  the  house  No.  2  Edgehill  Road,  the  five  occupants  being 
displaced  into  Corporation  property. 

Voluntary  Demolitions. 

The  house  known  as  Armchair  Farm,  Hoylake  Road,  was 
demolished  by  the  Corporation  during  1948,  under  the  \\  allasey 
(Moreton)  Housing  Confirmation  Order  1946. 
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Housing  Survey. 

In  the  closing  months  of  the  year  the  question  of  conducting  a 
detailed  Housing  Survey  was  considered  by  the  Council,  and 
following  detailed  discussion  and  consideration  of  a  special  report, 
it  was  decided  that  such  a  survey  should  not  be  undertaken  at  the 
present  time. 

PROGRESS  REPORT  OF  ACTION  UNDER 
HOUSING  ACTS  1930/36. 

Position  as  at  31st  December,  1948. 


Clearance  Areas. 

No.  of  dwelling 
houses  demolished 

Number  of 
persons  dis¬ 
placed  up  to 
31st  March 

Number  of 
dwelling 
houses 
made  fit 

Unfit 

Houses 

Other 

Houses 

0 

(1)  Land  coloured  “  pink  " 

(2)  Land  coloured  “  grey  ” 

699 

\ 

V  1,570 

— 

Insanitary  houses  not  included  in  clearance  areas 
or  improvement  areas. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  as  a  result  of 

formal  procedure  under  Section  11  ...  ...  ...  272 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  as  a  result  of 

informal  notices  preliminary  to  formal  procedure  under 
Section  11  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as 
a  result  of  undertakings  (which  have  not  been  cancelled) 
by  owners  under  Section  11  not  to  use  the  houses  for 


human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

4.  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12)  ...  ...  ...  4 

5.  Number  of  persons  displaced  as  a  result  of  action 

under  (1)  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  911 

under  (2)  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

under  (3)  above  ,..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

under  (4)  above  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  7 


OVERCROWDING  AND  ALLOCATION  OF  TENANCIES. 


Visits  continued  to  be  made  during  the  year  to  the  houses  of 
those  applicants  for  tenancies  of  Corporation  houses  who  claimed  to 
be  overcrowded.  The  results  of  these  visits  are  summarised  below 


4 

Overcrowded 

Not 

lOvercrowded 

Applications  on 

Medical  Grounds 

Approved 

Rejected 

Tenants  ... 

...1  60 

1 

304 

4 

. 

6 

Sub-Tenants  living 

in  Rooms  ... 

...;  i83 

98 

6 

2 

Totals 

...1  243 

402 

10 

8 

- 

64 


The  overcrowded  families  were  awarded  an  additional  ten  points 
under  the  Scheme  of  Rehousing  then  in  force.  In  December,  however, 
the  Council  reconsidered  the  points  scheme  and  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  did  not  result  in  the  allocation  of  priority  for  rehousing  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  true  need  of  the  applicant.  Accordingly,  a  revised  scheme 
was  introduced  based  on  the  general  principle  that  statutory  over¬ 
crowding  is  the  most  readily  available  objective  measure  of  the 
claims  of  the  applicants.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  were  consulted  and  assisted  in  the  preparation  of 
the  new  schedule.  The  points  scale  was,  therefore,  adjusted  so  as  to 
result  substantially  in  the  rehousing  only  of  those  families  living  in 
conditions  of  statutory  overcrowding  ;  the  scheme  also  incorporates 
provision  for  rehousing  in  those  cases  where  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  certifies  it  to  be  imperative  on  the  grounds  of  serious  illness 
having  regard  to  the  existing  housing  conditions.  The  full  details  of 
the  scheme  are  available  as  a  pamphlet  prepared  by  the  Town  Clerk. 


NEW  HOUSING  PROVIDED  DURING  1948. 

The  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  supplied  the  following 
details  of  the  progress  in  the  provision  of  new  houses  : — 


Ward 


BY  PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE. 

Certified  1948 


Saughall  Massie 

Leasowe  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Mo  reton  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

New  Brighton  ...  ...  ...  4 

Upper  Brighton  ...  ...  9 

North  Liscard  ...  ...  ...  5 

South  Liscard  ...  ...  ...  4 

North  Egremont  .  3 

South  Egremont  .  1 

North  Seacombe 

South  Seacombe  . 

Somerville  ...  ...  ...  35 

Poulton  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Marlowe  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

St.  Hilary  .  11 

Warren  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Wallasey  ...  ...  ...  14 


In  Progress 
31/12/48. 


2 

12 

5 

6 
11 


8 
12 
12 
4 
7 
.  4 


By  Local  Authority  ... 
Flat  Conversions 


176  90 

640  378 

71 


887 


468 


The  totals  include  new  construction  and  the  rebuilding  of  war 
damaged  /Cost  of  Works)  houses. 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  bringing  up-to-date  of  the  Factory’  Register,  which  as 
reported  last  year,  had  inevitably  received  little  attention  during  the 
war  years,  has  advanced  materially  during  1948.  A  total  of  932 
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visits  to  factories  were  made  during  the  year,  by  comparison  with 
152  during  1947.  In  the  main,  conditions  were  found  to  be  satis¬ 
factory,  though  the  service  of  57  notices  was  necessitated,  covering 
113  defects,  details  of  which  are  here  set  out  in  the  form  required  by 
the  Minister  of  Labour  and  National  Service  : — 


INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS 

AS  TO  HEALTH. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number 

of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced 

- 

90 

151 

11 

Factories  not  included  in 
above  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

312 

777 

.. 

45 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-worker's  premises) 

1 

4 

1 

Total 

409 

932 

57 

—  ■■ 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Notices 

Out¬ 

standing 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Refer] 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

red 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
(S.l.)  . 

4 

6 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

Temperature  (S.3.) 

. 

_ 

— — 

Inadequate  Ventila¬ 
tion  (S.4.) 

5 

3 

~ 

_ 

2 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6.) 

1 

1 

_____ 

Sanitary  Conveni¬ 
ences  (S.7.) 

(a)  insufficient 

17 

9 

• 

_ 

15 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

80 

75 

_ 

2 

5 

(c)  not  separate  for 
sexes 

5 

2 

_ 

2 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (Not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

1 

2 

1 

Total 

113 

84 

2 

3 

24 
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Outwork. 

Wearing  apparel — making,  etc.  Number  of  out-workers  in 

August  list  required  by 

Section  110  (1)  (c)  .  4 

Visits  made  . .  10 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


Town  Area. 

Quantity. 

The  actual  volume  of  water  supplied  during  the  year  ended 
the  31st  December,  1948,  by  the  Corporation  undertaking,  which 
supplies  the  entire  County  Borough  District  except  Saughall 
Massie,  was  1,362,345,000  gallons,  and  the  total  consumption  per 
head  per  day  was  37.3  gallons,  of  which  30.47  gallons  were  used 
in  the  homes  and  6.73  gallons  for  shipping  and  trade.  During  the 
year  0.3  gallons  per  head  of  population  were  used  by  the  Cleansing 
Department. 


Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination. 

During  the  year  thirteen  samples  of  water  have  been  collected 
from  all  parts  of  the  District  and  chemical  and  bacteriological 
testing  carried  out  by  the  City  Bacteriologist  at  the  Bacteriological 
Department,  Liverpool,  and  the  Water  Examination  and  Chemical 
Laboratory  at  Wallasey.  In  all  testings  and  analyses  poisonous 
metals  were  reported  absent  and  there  has  been  no  case  of  con¬ 
tamination  from  Lead.  The  regular  Bacteriological  Examinations 
of  Waters  from  all  section  of  the  plant  and  system  and  from  all 
districts  of  the  Supply  and  Distribution  have  shown  the  water  to 
be  maintained  in  a  constant  condition  of  purity  ;  a  total  of  138  samples 
having  been  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  and  91  to 
chemical  examination. 

Certificates  are  issued  by  the  City  Bacteriologist  and  are 
consistently  as  follows  in  regard  to  samples  taken  from  houses  in  the 
Borough  : — 

Bacteria  per  c.c.  at  37°C.  ...  ...  0 

Bacteria  per  c.c.  at  22°C.  ...  ...  0 

B.  Coli  per  100  c.c.  ...  ...  ...  0 

Total  Coliform  organisms  per  100  c.c.  0 

Class  1  (Highly  Satisfactory). 


Source  and  Treatment. 

The  Water  Supply  to  the  County  Borough  of  Wallasey  (ex 
eluding  Saughall  Massie),  is  obtained  from  two  sources,  as  follows  : 
Bulk  supplies  of  soft  upland  Lake  Alwen  water  from  the  Birkenhead 
Corporation,  and  softened  water  from  the  Bore  Holes  at  the  Liscard 
Pumping  Station,  Seaview  Road. 

Soft  upland  waters  of  the  highest  possible  purity  is  obtained 
in  bulk  from  the  Birkenhead  Corporation  from  their  Alwen 
Reservoir  under  two  agreements.  The  first  agreement  dated  28th 
July,  1925,  provided  for  supplies  of  water  in  perpetuity  up  to  a 
maximum  quantity  of  two  million  gallons  per  diem  from  1943. 

This  supply  commenced  on  the  16th  August,  1926, 
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The  other  agreement  with  the  Birkenhead  Corporation,  which 
was  completed  on  the  6th  April,  1933,  provided  for  additional 
supplies  of  Lake  Alwen  water,  which  were  commenced  on  the  7th 
August,  1935. 

Under  these  combined  agreements  a  supply  of  1,092,559,000 
gallons  was  received  during  the  year. 

The  quantity  of  water  raised  from  the  Bore  Holes  at  the 
Seaview  Road  Water  Works  is  regulated  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  district,  which  vary  according  to  the  time  of  the 
year,  between  2,000,000  and  500,000  gallons  per  day.  This  water  is 
pumped,  after  softening,  into  the  Reservoirs  at  Gorsehill  to  be  mixed 
with  the  upland  waters  from  Lake  Alwen  before  being  delivered  to 
the  district  and  the  homes  of  the  people. 

The  normal  capacities  of  the  Reservoirs  are  as  follows 

Gallons 

No.  1  Reservoir  ...  ...  2,000,000 

No.  2  Reservoir  ...  ...  4,250,000 


Total  Capacity  ...  6,250,000 


The  capacity  of  No.  2  Reservoir,  which  was  reduced  to  1,750,000 
gallons  owing  to  damage  by  enemy  action,  has  been  restored  during 
the  year. 

Under  normal  conditions  continuous  supplies  of  water  are 
maintained  of  a  hardness  in  the  nature  of  7  to  8  degrees,  which  is 
under  the  classification  of  soft  water,  but  still  contains  the  mineral 
products  necessary  for  life.  The  degree  of  hardness  does,  however, 
vary,  the  extent  of  variation  depending  on  the  relative  proportions 
of  Bore  Hole  water  and  Alwen  water  present  in  the  mains. 

As  a  precautionary  measure,  the  water  is  chlorinated  at  Gorse¬ 
hill,  the  dosage  being  0.1.  parts  per  million,  which  leaves  the  water 
free  of  any  taste  or  smell  of  chlorine. 

Average  of  ten  samples  of  water  taken  from  various  parts 
of  the  district  during  1948  : — 

Parts  per  100,000 


Total  hardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9.55 

Chlorides...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5.44 

Free  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.002 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.004 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hours  at  37°  C.  ...  0.111 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.028 

pH  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7.42 

Metals — lead,  copper,  iron  ...  ...  ...  Absent 

Bacteria  at  37°C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  Per  10  c.c’s. — 3 

B.  Coli  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Absent 


The  water  is  clear,  bright,  pure  and  wholesome. 

In  addition  to  the  examinations  requested  by  or  conducted  on 
behalf  of  the  Water  Department,  Sanitary  Inspectors  submitted 
quarterly  samples  to  the  Birkenhead  Laboratory  with  similar 
satisfactory  results. 
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SAUGHALL  MASSIE. 

Water  supply  to  the  extreme  western  end  of  the  County 
Borough  District  is  supplied  by  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board. 
The  district  receiving  this  supply  is  approximately  defined  as  the 
district  west  of  the  River  Arrowe  to  the  Borough  boundary.  T  his 
includes  Hoylake  Road  west  of  Bermuda  Road,  and  roads  off  it, 
Saughall  Road,  Mill  House  Lane,  Acton  Lane,  Orchard  Road,  etc., 
Carr  Lane  and  Park  Road. 

The  water  supplied  is  obtained  from  deep  wells  at  the  Board’s 
Pumping  Stations  at  Prenton,  Hooton  and  Mouldsworth,  with 
auxiliary  supplies  from  Birkenhead  Corporation  as  required.  All 
the  water  is  pumped  into  Heswall  Reservoir,  and  flows  thence, 
by  gravitation  to  the  area. 

The  water  from  each  source  has  a  different  total  hardness  and 
as  these  are  constantly  mixed  in  varying  quantities,  it  is  impossible 
to  assign  a  fixed  hardness  figure  to  the  water  distributed.  For 
practical  purposes  it  may  be  stated  that  the  maximum  total  hard¬ 
ness  does  not  exceed  17  degrees  Clark,  and  the  average  will  be  about 
13  degrees. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  undertaken  at 
frequent  intervals  by  the  Board’s  analyst,  at  the  Counties  Public 
Health  Laboratories,  London,  S.W.l. 

Twenty-five  samples  were  submitted  during  the  year,  at 
fortnightly  intervals.  The  mean  result  obtained  by  averaging  the 
25  samples  is  as  follows  : 

Colonies  per  c.c.  at  37  deg.  C.  (agar)  in  one  day  ...  0.12 

Colonies  per  c.c.  at  37  deg.  C.  (agar)  in  two  days  ...  0.56 

Colonies  per  c.c.  at  22  deg.  ('.  (agar)  in  three  days  ...  4.0 

Presumptive  Coli  (a)  Absent  in  100  ml.  ...  in  24  samples 

(b)  Intermediate  Type  I  present 

in  50  ml.  ...  ...  in  1  sample 

B.  Welchii  Absent  in  100  ml.  in  all  25  samples 

Quarterly  chemical  examinations  arc  undertaken,  and  the 
following  figures  represent  the  average  of  the  four  samples  taken 
during  1948  : — 


Chemical  Results  in  parts  per  million. 

Appearance  :  Clear  and  bright. 

Colour  :  Nil.  Odour  :  Nil.  Reaction  pH  :  7.1. 

Electric  conductivity  at  20  deg.  C.  :  570. 

Total  Solids,  180  deg.  C.  :  380. 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  :  7 1. 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  :  3. 

Hardness:  Permanent,  70  ;  Temporary,  178.0;.  Potal  248. 
Metals  :  Absent. 

Free  Ammonia  :  0.002.  Albuminoid  Ammonia  :  0.00. 

Oxygen  absorbed,  4  hours,  27  deg.  C.  :  0.00. 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  :  0.00.  Albuminoid  Nitrogen  :  0.00. 
Free  C02  :  22.0. 

Turbidity  (Silica-  Scale)  :  Less  than  5. 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  :  175. 

Nitrites  :  Less  than  0.01. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  :  INVESTIGATION  AND  SURVEILLANCE. 

The  1947  reduction  in  the  number  of  visits  rendered  necessary 
was  continued  during  1948. 

26  visits  of  surveillance  were  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  to 

(a)  immigrants  who  had  passed  through  infected  areas  during  the 
incubation  periods  of  smallpox,  malaria,  cholera,  typhus  fever  : 

(b)  residents  of  Wallasey  who  had  been  in  contact  with  known  cases 
of  paratyphoid  fever. 

17  enquires  were  instituted  on  the  occasion  of  the  notification  of 
sporadic  cases  of  infectious  diseases  other  than  those  of  common 
incidence. 

Acute  Polio-myelitis. 

Two  notified  and  confirmed  cases  were  investigated.  In  one 
case  there  was  evidence  of  contact  with  a  possible  abortive  case  ; 
the  second  investigation  revealed  no  information  as  to  the  source  of 
infection.  During  the  year  members  of  the  inspectorial  staff  attended 
a  showing  of  the  C.O.I.  him  dealing  with  the  disease. 

Dysentery. 

Three  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year.  In  one 
case  clinical  diagnosis  received  laboratory  confirmation,  shigella 
sonnei  being  present  in  the  faeces  of  the  patient.  The  remaining  two 
cases  in  the  same  household  were  notified  after  clinical  diagnosis 
without  laboratory  confirmation. 

Paratyphoid. 

Only  one  case  was  notified  during  the  year,  this  being  a  service¬ 
man  on  leave  from  B.A.O.R.  Diagnosis  was  confirmed  by  blood 
culture,  a  pure  growth  of  Salmonella  Para-typhoid  B  being  isolated 
on  24  hour  incubation  ;  patients  serum  on  gross  matching  agglutinated 
to  a  titre  of  1-640.  Investigation  indicated  the  infection  to  have 
occurred  on  the  Continent,  probably  at  Bentheim  through  which  the 
serviceman  had  passed  en  route  for  U.K. 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  identifiable  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the 
year.  Three  isolated  cases  of  illness  suspected  to  be  food  poisoning 
were  reported  at  different  times  during  the  year.  Investigation  and 
submission  of  specimens  to  bacteriological  examination  failed  to 
indicate  the  causative  organism  or  to  identify  the  vehicle  of  infection. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  water  carriage  system  of  drainage  is  used  in  all  except 
small  outlying  districts  of  the  Borough,  where  chemical  closets  are 
to  be  found  in  occasional  houses  where  sewer  facilities  are  not 
within  100  ft.  In  such  cases,  a  collection  service  is  undertaken  by 
the  Corporation.  Septic  tanks  and  cesspools  are  also  in  use  in  a 
number  of  houses  in  this  western  part  of  the  district,  where  the 
separate  system  of  drainage  is  in  operation.  Crude  sewage  from  the 
main  town  sewers  is  discharged  into  the  River  Mersey  and  its 
estuary  at  suitable  points.  A  small  sewage  disposal  plant  is  in  use 
at  the  western  end  of  the  County  Borough  District. 
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Sewer  Reconstruction. 

Sewer  repairs  and  reconstructions  effected  by  the  Borough 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  during  the  year  comprised  the  following  : 


Maddock  Rd.  Storm  Relief  Sewer.  24  in.  pipe  167  yds. 

Poulton  Road,  Junction  of  Hallville  Road. 

Combined  Sewer  12  in.  pipe  11  vds. 

Poulton  Road,  Junction  of  Crosfield  Road. 

Combined  Sewer  18  in.  pipe  24  yds. 

Leasowe  Road,  Junction  of  Telegraph  Lane. 

Relief  Sewer.  18  in.  pipe  18J  yds. 

Sandbrook  Lane,  near  Haig  Avenue. 

Foul  Sewer.  7  in.  pipe  8  yds. 

Garden  Lane.  Surface  Water  Sewer.  6  in.  pipe  10  J  yds. 

House  Drainage. 

Visits  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  connection  with  same  ...  691 
Drains  cleansed  from  obstruction  after  service  of  notice  ...  409 
Minor  repairs  effected  to  existing  drains  ...  ...  ...  93 

Entire  reconstruction  of  existing  drains  ...  ...  ...  3 

Partial  reconstruction  of  existing  drains  ...  ...  ...  54 

Drain  Tests  :  (a)  Smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

(b)  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(c)  Colour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Cesspools  emptied  after  service  of  notice  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cesspools  repaired 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Choked  sewers  referred  to  Borough  Engineer  ...  ...  25 

Ditches  and  watercourses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Ditches  and  streams  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Ditches  and  streams  :  pollution  remedied  ...  ...  ...  6 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

Surface  Infestations. 

264  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  ;  these  were 
investigated,  and  routine  visits  totalling  3,300  were  made  in  con¬ 
nection  with  treatment  and  spontaneous  inspections  of  those  types 
of  premises  prone  to  rodent  control.  Ministry  of  Agriculture  methods 
were  employed  throughout.  Results  of  work  undertaken  during  the 
year  were  as  follows  : — 


No.  of 

Destruction  Jobs 
Undertaken  < 

During  Year 

"3rd  Party 

Reservoir 

Major 

1 

Minor 

57 

Local 
Authority 
^  Property 

— 

8 

49 

No.  of 

Destruction  Jobs 

"  Business 
Premises 

1 

45 

Charged  *< 

During  Year 

Private 
^  Dwellings 

— 

— 

12 
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Sewer  Maintenance  Treatment. 

Two  sewer  maintenance  treatments  have  been  completed  during 
the  year. 

One  baiting  party  comprising  two  men  only  was  employed,  as 
compared  with  three  parties  of  three  men  each  in  1944  and  two 
parties  of  three  men  each  in  1945  and  1946.  The  treatment  of  the 
sewer  system,  therefore,  by  Ministry  of  Agriculture  methods,  has  been 
continuous  since  1944.  In  that  year  two  initial  treatments  were  ex¬ 
ecuted  on  the  whole  of  the  sewer  system.  In  1945  and  1946  two 
maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  in  each  year,  the  first  and 
second  treatments  in  each  case  being  applied  to  the  entire  sewer 
system. 

In  view  of  the  gradual  reduction  of  rat  population,  indicated  by 
the  statistics  for  previous  years’  treatments,  it  was  decided  to  apply 
only  the  first  treatment  of  1948  to  the  entire  system,  and  to  restrict 
the  second  treatment  to  those  series  of  manholes  which  were 
infested,  with  necessary  “overlap”  in  accordance  with  accepted 
standards.  This  practice  was  first  introduced  in  1947.  The 
summarised  statistics  for  the  year  1948  are  as  follows  : — 


(1)  No.  of  manholes  in  system 

First 

treatment 

5,232 

Second 

treatment 

5,232 

(2)  No.  of  manholes  baited 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

4,944 

377 

(3)  Total  No.  of  prebait  takes 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

214 

68 

(4)  No.  of  complete  takes  in  one  or 
(included  in  (3)  ) 

both  days 

137 

37 

The  total  number  of  prebait  takes  during  the  first  treatment 
expressed  as  a  percentage  of  the  total  manholes  baited,  is  4.3%. 
This  figure  is  strikingly  low  by  comparison  with  previous  years  : 
corresponding  figures  for  1944,  1945,  1946  and  1947  respectivelv 
were  36.7%,  26.0%,  27.3%  and  7.2%. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  CONTROL  OF  SWIMMING  POOLS. 

Regular  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the  summer 
months  to  the  three  Swimming  Pools  in  the  Borough,  viz.,  Guinea 
Gap  Baths,  New  Brighton  Baths,  and  the  Derby  Pool. 

Twenty-five  samples  of  water  from  the  baths  were  subjected  to 
tests  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  determine  the  free  chlorine 
content.  These  tests  serve  as  a  check  on  the  water-treatment  plant 
and  its  ability  to  produce  and  maintain  a  satisfactory  standard  of 
cleanliness  in  the  water  of  the  pools. 

The  average  result  of  the  twenty-five  samples  tested  showed 
presence  of  free  chlorine  to  the  amount  of  0.4  parts  per  million.  This 
was  satisfactory.  It  is  advisable  to  keep  within  a  range  of  0.2  parts 
per  million  and  0.5  parts  per  million  to  produce  a  watei  that  is  free 
from  dangerous  organisms  and,  at  the  same  time,  free  from 
possible  irritant  effects  of  chlorine  on  the  nose  and  throat. 
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In  addition,  twelve  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the 
swimming  baths  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  Birkenhead 
Laboratory  for  examination.  An  average  taken  from  the  twelve 
results  is  as  follows  : — 

Plate  Count.  Yeastrel  Agar  3  days  22°C.  aerobically  —  35  per  ml. 
Plate  Count.  Yeastrel  Agar  2  days  37°C.  aerobically  —  25  per  ml. 
Coliform  bacilli  (non-faecal  type)  found  in  two  samples. 

CAMPING  LICENCES. 


No.  of  licences  relating  to  sites  issued  during  1948  7 

No.  of  licences  relating  to  sites  refused  during  1948 
No.  of  cases  of  unlicensed  camping  detected  ...  4 

Tents  and  structures  removed  under  notice  ...  4 

No.  of  visits  to  unlicensed  land  ...  .  25 

No.  of  visits  to  licensed  land  ...  ...  ...  66 

Inspections  of  structures  ...  ...  ...  ...  826 

Nuisances  abated  after  notice 


KEEPING  OF  ANIMALS. 

Visits  to  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  124 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Stables  manure  pits  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Stables  :  manure  pits  repaired  or  renewed  3 

Other  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ..  14 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No.  of  observations  (1)  formal  half-hourly  ...  51 

(2)  casual  ...  ...  ...  81 

Visits  to  boiler-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Interviews  in  connection  with  smoke  abatement...  81 

Smoke  nuisance  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Grit  emissions  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Major  improvements  to  boiler  plant  effected  ...  8 

MISCELLANEOUS  INSPECTIONS. 

Notices  Nuisances 


Visits 

served 

detected 

Schools 

•  •  • 

17 

— 

1 

Cinemas,  dance-halls,  etc. 

•  •  • 

117 

6 

6 

Sub-let  rooms 

•  •  • 

512 

4 

6 

Public  conveniences 

•  .  . 

52 

— 

1 

Local  Land  Charges  (Search) 

•  •  • 

1,525 

— 

— 

Visits  re  building  permits 
Measurements  of  rooms  for 

per- 

3 

mitted  numbers 

Interviews  with  building 

con- 

110 

contractors 

•  •  • 

541 

— 

1 

Offensive  trades  ... 

•  •  • 

5 

1 

Canal  boats  inspected 

•  •  • 

13 

1 

Other  visits 

•  •  • 

97 

— 
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CONTROL  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  MILK  SUPPLIES 


(Biological  Examination) 


Routine  milk  sampling  and  testing  was  again  curtailed  during 
the  year,  owing  mainly  to  the  absence  of  laboratory  facilities.  The 
testing  of  all  milk  samples  had  hitherto  been  undertaken  by  the 
Department  of  Veterinary  Pathology,  University  of  Liverpool,  but 
due  to  staff  shortages  and  rearranged  curriculum,  it  was  no  longer 
possible  for  them  to  continue  to  receive  milk  samples  from  this 
Department. 

As  from  1st  April,  1948,  all  milk  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
new  Public  Health  Laboratories  situated  in  Birkenhead. 


The  following  table  relates  to  samples  of  Raw  Milk  submitted 
for  Biological  Examination,  and  includes  Tuberculin  Tested, 
Accredited  and  Non-designated  milk  : — 


1948  1947 

Number  of  Samples  taken  ...  42  34 

Number  of  Positive  results  (T.B.) 

Percentage ...  ...  ...  ...  —  — 


1946  1945 

181  272 

11  36 

6.08  13.23 


Analysis  of  the  figures  referred  to  above,  with  special  reference 
to  the  grades  of  milk  sampled  : — 


Description  of  Milk 

Number  of 
samples 
submitted 

Results  of  Biological  Tests 

Positive 

Negative 

Certified 

5 

— 

5 

Tuberculin  Tested 

21 

— 

21 

Accredited  (taken  on 
production)  ... 

7 

_ 

7 

Undesignated 

9 

/ 

9 

42 

42 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936-44. 

The  number  of  licences  granted  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


To  bottle  and  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  ...  3 

To  retail  bottled  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  ...  7 

To  produce  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

To  bottle  and  retail  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

To  produce  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  from  June,  1948  ...  ] 

To  produce  Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Supplementary  Licenses. 

To  retail  Pasteurised  Milk 

To  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk — Pasteurised 


MILK  PRODUCTION  WITHIN  THE  BOROUGH. 

There  are  eleven  registered  Low  Keepers  in  the  Borough  engaged 
in  the  production  of  milk  for  the  liquid  market,  including  one 
licensed  producer  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  and  three  licensed 
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producers  of  Accredited  Milk — the  licence  of  the  fourth  producer  of 
Accredited  Milk  (up  to  31st  December,  1947)  was  not  renewed  during 
the  year.  Samples  of  milk  were  obtained  on  production. 

There  are,  in  addition,  five  farmer  cowkeepers  engaged  only  in 
stock  feeding  and  rearing. 

Notices  relating  to  the  cleansing  and  limewashing  of  shippons 
were  sent  to  all  cowkeepers.  Sixty-one  visits  were  made  to  farms 
during  the  year. 

At  the  Civic  Exhibition  held  during  the  month  of  August,  an 
exhibit  was  included  in  the  Health  Department’s  Section  depicting 
the  handling  of  milk  supplies  from  cow  to  consumer,  and  showing 
points  and  methods  of  sampling  to  determine  the  degree  of  cleanliness 
and  keeping  quality  and  to  ensure  the  elimination  of  any 
tuberculous  infection. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1936. 

There  are  twenty-two  registered  Dairies  in  the  Borough. 
Designated  milks  are  handled  at  a  number  of  these  premises  under 
licence  granted  by  the  Local  Authority  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936-44. 

There  are  two  dairies  dealing  solely  in  supplies  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk,  and  in  three  cases  licenses  are  held  authorising  the  use 
of  the  special  designation  “  Pasteurised.” 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk — Pasteurised — is  also  produced  at  one 
of  the  processing  establishments.  During  the  post  war  years  there 
has  been  a  definite  trend  for  the  smaller  dairy  concerns  to  dispose  of 
their  trading  interests  to  the  larger  dairy  companies.  Economic 
circumstances  have,  no  doubt,  been  largely  responsible  for  these 
changes.  To-day  a  number  of  dairymen  trading  in  the  Borough  are 
no  longer  trading  in  bulk  milk  supplies  under  their  own  name,  but  are 
distributing  supplies  which  are  obtained  already  bottled  from  the 
larger  undertakings.  Other  dairymen  have  disposed  of  their 
businesses  and  are  no  longer  connected  with  the  trade. 

All  registered  dairy  premises  are  equipped  with  washing  and 
sterilizing  apparatus  in  compliance  with  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order. 

In  addition  to  the  registered  Dairies,  there  are  a  number  of  shops 
from  which  milk  is  retailed  in  sealed  bottles  as  received  from  the 
suppliers. 

Special  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  a  number  of  dairies 
as  the  result  of  complaints  received  concerning  unsatisfactory  supplies 
of  milk  and  milk  supplied  in  unclean  receptacles.  No  proceedings  were 
instituted.  In  a  number  of  instances  warning  letters  were  issued. 

Number  of  visits  to  dairy  premises  ...  ...  206 

TUBERCULIN  TESTED  MILK. 

(Bacteriological  Examination). 

No.  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory  ...  .  13 

No.  of  samples  unsatisfactory  .  13. 
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The  Bacteriological  Standards  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  require 
that  each  sample  shall  satisfy  a  Methylene  Blue  Test,  and  Coliform 
Organisms  shall  not  be  present  in  one  hundredth  of  a  millilitre.  Of 
the  thirteen  unsatisfactory  samples,  four  failed  to  satisfy  both  tests, 
and  nine  failed  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  Coliform  Test. 

Five  samples  of  Certified  Milk  (i.e.  T.T.  Milk  bottled  on 
production  at  the  farm),  are  included  in  the  above  figures.  Four 
samples  proved  satisfactory,  and  one  failed  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Coliform  Test. 

Outside  Licensing  Authorities  were  communicated  with  con¬ 
cerning  the  unsatisfactory  samples,  and  special  visits  were  made  to 
the  premises  of  local  dairymen  engaged  in  the  handling  of  bulk 
supplies. 


PASTEURISED  MILK. 

The  table  below  relates  to  the  number  of  milk  samples  obtained 
during  the  year  and  submitted  to  the  tests  laid  down  in  the  Milk 
(Heat  Treated)  Prescribed  Tests  Order,  1944,  i.e.  Methylene  Blue 
and  Phosphatase  Tests. 

The  Methylene  Blue  Test  is  the  test  used  to  assess  the  keeping 
quality  of  the  milk.  The  Phosphatase  Test  is  the  test  used  to 
ascertain  that  Pasteurised  milk  has  been  adequately  treated  by  heat. 
Samples  proving  satisfactory  to  the  Phosphatase  Test  indicate  that 
the  milk,  due  to  the  application  of  heat,  should  be  free  from  tubercu¬ 
lous  and  other  harmful  organisms. 

The  main  bulk  of  all  milk  supplies  consumed  in  the  Borough  is 
pasteurised  before  it  is  delivered  to  the  consumer,  whilst  an  appre¬ 
ciable  volume  of  the  raw  milk  consumed  is  of  designated  standard, 
i.e.  Certified  and  Tuberculin  Tested. 

During  the  year  one  sample  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk — 
Pasteurised,  and  three  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  submitted 
for  Biological  Testing,  i.e.  Guinea  Pig  Inoculation  Test.  In  each 
instance  the  report  proved  negative. 

In  addition  to  fifteen  samples  of  milk  obtained  from  schools, 
twenty-one  samples  of  school  milk  were  obtained  from  dairies  after 
bottling  and  before  delivery  to  the  schools. 

75  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  taken,  of  which 
58  satisfied  both  tests 
1  failed  both  tests 
12  failed  Methylene  Blue  Test 
4  failed  Phosphatase  Test 

15  samples  of  T.T.  Milk — Pasteurised  were  taken,  of  which 
12  satisfied  both  tests 
1  failed  both  tests 
1  failed  Methylene  Blue  Test 
1  failed  Phosphatase  Test 

The  milk  samples  submitted  for  examination  during  the  year 
were  obtained  from  the  following  sources 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Street  Delivery  Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  16 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 
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MILK  IN  SCHOOLS  SCHEME. 

During  the  year  2,313,827  one-third  pint  bottles  of  milk 
(96,410  gallons)  were  supplied  under  the  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 

The  Schools  in  the  Borough  are  catered  for  by  six  milk  purveyors, 
Pasteurised  Milk  being  supplied  in  each  case. 

SUPERVISION  AND  INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

Visits  made  to  food  shops,  including  Butchers,  Fishmongers  and 
other  food  premises,  resulted  in  the  disposal  of  the  following  quantities 
of  food  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

Meat. 

Imported  Beef  ...  ...  ...  20- lb. 

Luncheon  Sausage  ...  ...  ...  7f-lb. 

In  certain  cases  where  meat  was  found  on  inspection  at  Butchers’ 
shops  to  be  unsound,  it  was  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Allocating  Depot,  and  arrangements  were  made  by  the  Wholesale 
Meat  Supply  Association  for  replacement  meat  to  be  made  available 
to  the  butchers. 


Fish. 

B/forward 

1,295- lb. 

Headless  Cod 

343-lb. 

Sea  Bream 

70- lb. 

Cod  Roes  ... 

70- lb. 

Megrims  . 

70- lb. 

Cod  Fillets  ... 

196- lb. 

Cured  Whiting  Cutlets 

28- lb. 

Smoked  Cod  Fillets 

140-lb. 

Cured  Kippered 

Coal  Fish  Fillets  . . . 

3iflb. 

Herrings 

328- lb. 

Smoked  Coal  Fish 

Plaice  ... 

28- lb. 

Fillets 

38flb. 

Dabs  ... 

9l-lb. 

Hake 

70- lb. 

Soles  ... 

140-lb. 

Headless  Haddock 

406- lb. 

Witch  Soles  ... 

70-lb. 

C /forward  ... 

1,295- lb.  ' 

Total 

2,121-lb. 

Rabbits  . . . 

•  •  •  • 

81  carcases 

Shellfish. 

Whelks 

5  bags 

Canned  Mussels  ...  76  containers 

Fruit  and  Vegetables, 

etc. 

Apples 

5  cases 

Frozen  Fruits... 

84  pkts. 

Dates  ...  48-lb.  &  58  bxs. 

Frozen  Vegetables  ... 

33  pkts. 

Prunes 

96- lb. 

Sprouts 

60- lb. 

Walnuts 

33- lb. 

Flour,  Confectionery, 

etc. 

Flour 

420- lb. 

Biscuits 

5flb. 

Scone  Meal 

56- lb. 

Cereal  Foods 

331  pkts. 

Sweets 

14|-lb. 

Cocoa  ...  ...  .  •  • 

39  tins 

Crumpets  ... 

462 

Canned  Foods. 

Canned  Meat,  including 
Bacon  and  Sausages 

198 

Canned  Vegetables  including 
Meat  &  Vegetable  Soups 

810 

Canned  Fish 

370 

Canned  Fruit  including 

200 

Canned  Milk 

736 

Fruit  Juices 

Preserved  Vegetables,  Fruit 

Sauces,  Chutneys,  etc . 

9  V 

293 

77 
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Jams  and  Sweet  Preserves. 


Jars 

•  .  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

153 

Bottles 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Cans 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

31 

Total  number  of  containers 

•  •  • 

2,792 

Miscellaneous  Foods. 

Canned  Rabbit  ... 

1  tin 

Dried  Egg  ... 

•  •  • 

...  5  pkts. 

Fruit  Puddings . 

5  tins 

French  Cheese 

.  .  . 

...  36  fib 

packets 


54|-lb.  of  Butter  were  found  unsuitable  for  retail  sale  and  were 
returned  to  the  Wholesale  Suppliers  in  accordance  with  existing 
Ministry  of  Food  arrangements.  In  addition,  5J-lb.  of  Butter 
together  with  5j-fi>.  of  Margarine  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  were  disposed  of  for  non-edible  purposes. 

All  foods  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  were, 
according  to  their  suitability,  diverted  for  animal  feeding  pur¬ 
poses,  or  for  conversion  into  non-edible  by-products.  Destruction  was 
resorted  to  only  when,  owing  to  its  condition,  it  was  unsuitable 
for  either  of  these  purposes. 

A  number  of  complaints  concerning  the  alleged  sale  of  unsound 
food  were  investigated  during  the  year.  No  proceedings  were 
instituted. 

Visits  made  to  Food  premises  ...  ...  279 

Certificates  issued  certifying  foodstuff  to  be 

unfit  for  human  consumption  ...  465 

WALLASEY  AND  ALFRED  LAIRAGES. 

Landing  Place  for  Irish  and  Isle  of  Man  Animals  and  Foreign  Animals 

Landing  Wharf. 

During  the  year  no  animals  were  landed  from  Irish  Steamers. 

326  Pedigree  Dairy  Cattle  were  landed  at  this  Wharf  from  a 
Canadian  Port.  None  of  the  animals  was  injured  and  there  was  no 
case  of  illness  resulting  from  the  voyage.  No  emergency  slaughterings 
were  carried  out. 

32  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  the  slaughterhouse  at  this 
landing  place. 


EMERGENCY  SLAUGHTER. 

On  a  number  of  occasions  it  was  necessary  for  pig  keepers  in  the 
Borough  to  resort,  owing  to  illness  or  injury,  to  the  slaughter  of  pigs 
on  their  own  premises.  This  was  due  to  the  fact  that  no  facilities 
were  available  at  the  Government  slaughterhouse  situated  in 
Birkenhead. 

Post-mortem  inspection  made  on  the  carcases  of  pigs  slaughtered 
in  these  circumstances  resulted  in  the  disposal  of  the  following  parts 
and  organs  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

1  Pig’s  Head — Weight  28- fix  ...  Tuberculosis 

2  Pig’s  Livers  ...  ...  ...  Fatty  Infiltration  and 

Decomposition 

2  sets  of  Lungs  including  Hearts  Pneumonic  Condition  and 

Suppuration 

1  Mesentery  ...  ...  ...  Decomposition 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS  AND 

ORDERS. 

Notfiiable  Contagious  Diseases  of  Animals 

During  the  year  no  suspected  cases  of  notifiable  contagious 
diseases  were  reported. 

Fowl  Pest  Order,  1948. 

The  restrictions  imposed  under  the  Fowl  Pest  Order  of  1948 
were  relaxed  by  order  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

A  veterinary  investigation  concerning  contact  birds  which  had 
originated  from  infected  premises  in  Yorkshire,  involved  a  poultry 
dealer  trading  from  premises  in  this  Borough.  It  was  ascertained 
that  none  of  the  contact  birds  had  at  any  time  entered  the  Borough. 

Movement  of  Swine  Order,  1922. 

There  are  32  premises  in  the  Borough,  excluding  farms,  where 
the  breeding,  rearing  and  fattening  of  pigs  is  carried  out  ? 

During  the  year  483  Store  Pigs  were  moved  under  licence  from 
the  County  Markets  of  Cheshire,  Shropshire  and  Denbighshire  to  pig 
keepers  premises  in  the  Borough. 

Pigs  moved  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  a  Movement  Licence 
must  remain  on  the  premises  to  which  they  are  destined  until  a 
period  of  28  days  has  elapsed. 

Farms,  piggeries  and  other  premises  were  visited  in  order  to 
ascertain  that  the  requirements  of  this  Order  were  being  observed, 
and  143  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose. 

•  t 

Warble  Fly  (Dressing  of  Cattle)  Order,  1938-48. 

The  provisions  contained  in  the  above  Order  were  suspended 
during  the  war  years,  and  were  re-imposed  by  order  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Prior  to,  during,  and  at  the  termination  of  the  Dressing  Season, 
communications  were  forwarded  to  all  farmers  and  persons  respon¬ 
sible  under  the  Order.  In  addition,  visits  were  made  to  farms  and 
pastures  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough  where  store  cattle,  owned 
mainly  by  farmers  residing  outside  the  Borough  are  permanently 
grazed. 

Visibly  infested  cattle  were  dressed  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Order. 

PROTECTION  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1911. 

Visits  were  made  to  grazing  lands  situate  in  various  parts  of  the 
Borough  in  order  to  ascertain  that  the  animals  thereon  were  being 
provided  with  the  necessary  care  and  attention. 

A  special  enquiry  was  made  resulting  from  complaint  received 
alleging  neglect  on  the  part  of  an  owner.  No  proceedings  were 
instituted.  A  warning  letter  was  sent.  % 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHELLFISH)  REGULATIONS. 

Mussel  and  Cockle  Beds — Wallasey  Foreshore. 

An  Order  made  by  the  Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority  under 
the  Public  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations,  1934,  prohibits  the  taking 
of  mussels  and  cockles  for  the  purpose  of  sale  for  human  consumption 
from  these  layings. 

Owing,  no  doubt,  to  prevailing  food  shortages,  and  to  the  high 
retail  cost  of  food,  the  collection  of  cockles  from  the  foreshore  at 
Lingham  and  Leasowe,  is  a  practice  which  has  tended  to  increase 
during  latter  years,  whilst  many  day  visitors  to  this  stretch  of  fore¬ 
shore,  appear  to  regard  the  collection  of  cockles  as  an  essential  feature 
of  their  visit  to  the  seaside.  Unless  definite  proof  can  be  obtained 
by  the  Authorities  that  such  shellfish  have  been  taken  for  the  purpose 
of  sale  for  human  consumption,  no  legal  action  can  be  taken. 

An  amphibious  vehicle  was  operated  during  the  year  from 
New  Brighton,  and  shellfish  were  obtained  from  banks  situate  in  the 
Mersey  Estuary,  and  reputed  to  be  outside  the  prescribed  limits  of 
the  prohibited  layings.  This  vehicle  was  also  engaged  in  shrimping 
operations. 

Officers  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  have  from  time 
to  time  obtained  samples  of  shellfish  from  the  Wallasey  Foreshore 
for  bacteriological  examination. 

No  case  of  enteric  illness  involving  suspicion  in  regard  to 
shellfish  obtained  from  these  layings,  has  been  reported. 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALLASEY 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 


Report 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
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Town  Hall, 

WALLASEY. 
June,  1949. 


To  :  The  Chairman  and  Members  of’ 
the  Education  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  do  not  propose  to  make  many  comments  on  the  Service,  as 
each  section  is  dealt  with  by  those  actually  doing  the  work. 

I  would,  however,  draw  attention  to  two  points  : — 

(1)  The  definite  increase  in  the  work  carried  out,  which  goes  to 
show  that  though  the  National  Health  Service  Act  has  come 
into  operation,  the  School  Medical  Service  has  still  a  large  part  to 
play,  and  the  services  rendered  are  appreciated  by  the  people  of 
the  town.  As  an  example,  the  number  of  attendances  at  the 
Minor  Ailment  Clinics  increased  from  10,114  to  13,273. 

(2)  Practically  all  the  Officers  (Medical  and  Dental)  draw 
attention  to  the  extremely  unsatisfactory  premises  in  which 
these  services  are  conducted.  It  is  possible  to  report  that  steps 
have  been  taken  to  remedy  this  fault  to  some  extent,  but 
progress  is  extremely  slow. 

I)r.  Thomson  left  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  I  should  like  to 
place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  work  he  did  in  the  reorganisa¬ 
tion  of  the  Service.  In  this  he  had  the  full  co-operation  of  the 
Professional  and  Clerical  staff. 

The  Authority  has  retained  (for  the  time  being  at  any  rate)  the 
direct  control  of  the  Orthopaedic,  Ophthalmic  and  Psychiatric 
Specialist  Services,  to  the  great  advantage,  in  my  view,  of  the 
children  concerned. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

RONALD  B.  BERRY, 
School  Medical  Officer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DEPUTY  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 

Dr.  Thomson  makes  the  following  observations  : — 

The  year  1948  has  been  a  momentous  one  in  the  history  of  the 
development  of  the  School  Medical  Service,  if  in  fact  it  does  not  go 
down  in  history  as  the  year  when  it  began  to  terminate  its  eventful 
career.  This  is  not  the  place  to  go  into  a  long  dissertation  on  the 
merits  of  the  service  as  it  was,  nor  yet  into  all  the  arguments  for 
and  against  the  new  Health  Services  now  being  created,  but  it  would 
perhaps  be  well  to  pause  and  consider  whether  it  is  altogether  a  wise 
move,  whether  we  are  not  in  fact  giving  up  the  substance  for  a  mere 
shadow,  at  any  rate  so  far  as  our  school  children  are  concerned. 
The  children  of  to-day  are  the  adults  of  to-morrow. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  changes  which  are  going  on  it  will  be 
realised  that  the  School  Medical  Service  has  at  times  gone,  shall  we 
say,  not  quite  so  smoothly  ? 

Minor  ailments  provided  us  with  one  of  our  first  problems. 
Children  were  now  entitled  to  free  medical  services,  doctor  and  drugs. 
Where  did  the  School  Medical  Officer  fit  in  to  this  new  conception  ? 
He  found  the  patient,  he  might  even  diagnose  the  condition,  but  he 
could  not  prescribe,  at  least  not  in  the  official  form,  and  so  he  sent 
the  child  to  swell  the  throng  at  the  Doctor’s  Consulting  Room. 

The  Specialist  Clinics  continued  to  function  as  before,  and  will, 
I  presume,  continue  to  do  so  till  eventually  the  provision  of  Specialist 
facilities  becomes  the  complete  responsibility  of  the  Hospital  Services. 
It  is  I  think  vitally  important  that  whatever  happens  in  this  direction 
the  school  child  should  receive  no  worse  a  service  than  he  has  enjoyed 
up  to  the  present.  One  would  almost  say  in  fact  that  he  should  have 
some  preference  and  not  be  herded  in  amongst  a  group  of  adults  to 
wait  his  turn  in  the  queue.  Indeed,  many  of  his  complaints  are  of  a 
minor  nature  and  treatment  is  more  preventive  than  curative.  He  is 
not  a  “hospital”  patient.  Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  child 
with  defective  vision.  It  is  true  to  say  that  he  is  now  much  worse 
off  than  before  and  is  having  to  wait  all  too  long  for  his  spectacles. 
It  is  hoped  that  an  early  solution  to  this  pressing  problem  will  be 
found,  so  that  such  a  child  may  be  able  to  derive  some  benefit  from 
attendance  at  school. 

Routine  work  continued  and  good  progress  was  made  in 
reorganising  this  side  of  the  work.  There  should  be  little  difficulty 
in  future  working  so  far  as  this  aspect  of  the  work  is  concerned. 

Although  enough  has  already  been  said  elsewhere  it  may  be  as 
well  to  emphasise  the  staffing  difficulty,  fn  view  of  the  present 
trend  it  will  become  increasingly  difficult  to  recruit  medical  officers 
to  the  service,  if  greater  inducements  are  offered  to  enter  other 
branches  of  the  profession.  Hitherto  the  emphasis  has  always  been 
on  salaries,  but  it  is  as  well  to  remember  that  at  least  some  members 
of  the  profession  are  also  interested  in  their  work  and  if  the  work 
goes,  naturally  they  will  go  where  the  work  lies.  Who  will  then  do 


the  routine  inspections,  the  ascertainment  of  the  educationally 
subnormal  and  the  mass  of  trifling  but  important  detail  necessary 
in  the  care  of  children  ? 

In  concluding  these  remarks  I  should  like  to  add  a  special  word 
of  praise  and  personal  appreciation  of  the  clerical  staff,  who  during 
this  year  gave  such  valuable  help  and  assistance  with  the  reorganising 
of  the  service  and  its  day-to-day  running. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  ASSISTANT  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 

Dr.  O'Reilly  makes  the  following  observations  : — 

My  general  impression  is  that  the  standard  of  health  of  the 
school  children  is  steadily  rising  although  there  are  still  very  few 
children  in  the  younger  age  group  who  can  be  said  to  be  absolutely 
free  from  defects. 

Although  the  examination  of  even  small  numbers  of  entrants 
has  brought  to  light  such  conditions  as  unhealthy  tonsils,  discharging 
ears,  retracted  drums,  squint,  myopia,  orthopaedic  defects  and 
bronchitis,  fortunately  most  of  these  conditions  are  normally 
responsive  to  treatment. 

•  *  '  i 

It  is  also  encouraging  to  note  that  the  incidence  of  rheumatism, 
acquired  heart  disease,  malnutrition,  and  rickets  appear  to  be  much 
less  common  than  in  previous  years. 

The  few  chest  deformities  one  meets  are  nearly  all  due  to 
asthma. 

The  comparative  absence  of  defects  in  senior  pupils  was  striking, 
as  their  medical  records  indicated  that  in  their  earlier  school  life 
many  had  been  found  with  such  defects  as  faulty  posture,  flat  feet, 
squint,  etc. 

That  these  conditions  were  absent  in  their  later  school  life  does 
perhaps  indicate  the  beneficial  function  of  a  School  Health  Service. 

The  incidence  of  headaches  among  older  pupils  was  so  frequent 
that  one  was  inclined  to  suspect  that  many  of  them  thought  it 
incumbent  to  produce  a  sympton  for  the  entertainment  of  the  doctor. 

Unfortunately  headaches  are  usually  difficult  to  investigate  fully 
in  the  limited  time  available  at  inspections.  The  few  cases  of 
sinusitis  and  astigmatism  found  were  referred  for  the  appropriate 
treatment. 


VI 


REPORT  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 


Dr.  Grant  makes  the  following  observations 


School  Medical  Service. 


During  the  short  time  that  I  have  been  one  of  the  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officers  in  Wallasey  I  have  been  mainly  concerned 
with  the  examination  of  the  older  school  children  who  will  shortly 
be  leaving  school. 


I  was  favourably  impressed  by  their  physique,  general  nutrition 
and  well-groomed  appearance.  There  were  few  serious  defects  and, 
in  particular,  I  found  that  their  teeth  were  in  good  condition,  and 
that  fear  of  the  dentist  seemed,  fortunately,  to  be  a  thing  of  the  past. 


In  most  cases,  heads  were  clean,  and  considerable  time  and  care 
was  obviously  spent  on  hair  styles. 


I  do  feel  that  the  effect  of  the  School  Medical  Service  is  now 
definitely  making  itself  felt,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  there 
are  fewer  orthopaedic  defects,  fewer  cases  of  chronic  discharge  from 
the  ears  and  less  caries  of  the  teeth,  as  a  result  of  the  increasing 
willingness  of  the  parent  to  allow  the  child  to  attend  the  appropriate 
clinics. 


Squints  and  defective  vision  are  promptly  attended  to  at  the 
Eye  Clinics.  Chronic  nasal  catarrh  and  enlargement  of  tonsils  and 
adenoids  are  not  quite  so  speedily  dealt  with  as  there  are,  unfortu¬ 
nately,  no  special  sessions  arranged  for  the  treatment  of  those  school 
children  suffering  from  these  common  and  sometimes  debilitating 
defects,  and  they  have  therefore  to  be  referred  to  the  ordinary  Ear, 
Nose  and  Throat  Out-patient  department  of  the  Victoria  Cential 
Hospital,  which  is  of  course  not  so  satisfactory. 


As  in  other  boroughs  it  is  very  difficult  to  impress  upon  the 
parent  and  the  child  the  importance  of  adequate  sleep  for  the 
achievement  and  maintenance  of  positive  health. 


Difficult  home  conditions,  such  as  overcrowding,  etc.,  seem  to 
be  responsible  for  some  of  the  maladjusted  cases  that  I  have  too 
frequently  encountered  at  the  School  Clinics,  and  it  is  very  helpful 
to  be  able  to  refer  these  children  to  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic,  which 
is  under  the  able  supervision  of  Dr.  Mary  Lydon. 


VII 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINICS  FOR  1948. 

/ 


Attendances  at  the  school  clinics  both  at  Liscard  and  Moreton 
continued  to  increase  during  the  year  and  it  was  observed  that  a 
greater  proportion  of  the  children  responded  to  the  request  note 
to  attend  for  examination  than  in  previous  years.  The  parents  also 
appeared  to  be  more  responsive  and  only  very  few  of  the  children 
were  unaccompanied. 


The  disorders  of  posture  still  dominated  the  picture,  despite 
efforts  by  the  physical  training  instructors  of  the  schools  to  incor¬ 
porate  selected  remedial  exercises  within  the  school  curriculum.  It  is 
significant  that  the  flat  feet  and  the  round  shoulders  develop  during 
the  early  school  years,  as  shown  in  the  classification  table.  This  is 
undoubtedly  due  to  the  interruption  of  the  normal  activity  of  the 
pre-school  child.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  the  average  school  child  to 
remain  at  his  desk  for  four  hours  or  more  per  day,  a  big  proportion 
of  his  daily  routine.  During  these  school  hours  his  postural  muscles 
are  inactive.  This  proportion  of  rest  to  activity  increases  throughout 
school  life  and  is  further  aggravated  by  the  demands  of  homework, 
especially  in  the  11-16  age  group.  It  would  appear  to  me  that  the 
ideal  balance  between  exercise  and  study  is  not  yet  achieved  in  our 
school  curriculum.  Brain  versus  brawn  still  presents  a  challenge  to 
our  educationists. 


I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  have  been  no  new  cases  of 
surgical  tuberculosis  or  infantile  paralysis  throughout  the  year. 


Since  the  introduction  of  the  Health  Act  surgical  appliances  have 
been  easier  to  obtain  and  a  wider  choice  of  manufacturer  is  now 
available.  This  has  meant  greater  efficiency  and  more  prompt 
delivery. 


Many  conditions  seen  at  the  clinics  require  X-Ray  examination 
and  arrangements  have  been  made  through  the  Liverpool  Regional 
Hospital  Board  for  this  to  be  done  at  Wallasey  Central  Hospital  and 
for  the  X-Ray  film  to  be  available  at  the  school  clinic  for  inspection. 


The  premises  at  Wallasey  are  completely  unsuitable  and  in  a 
very  depressing  state  of  preservation,  making  the  working  conditions 
difficult  and  uninspiring.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  an  urgent  matter 
as  new  consultative  clinics  are  essential  to  cope  with  the  steadily 
increasing  demands  of  the  school  health  service. 
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REPORT  OF  Mr.  HORACE  DAVIES,  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 
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New  cases  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  531 

Discharges  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 ,000 

(Cured,  left  over-age,  left  district,  etc.) 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SPEECH  THERAPIST. 

The  work  in  the  Speech  Clinics  has,  on  the  whole,  progressed 
well  this  year. 

As  it  was  felt  that  a  smaller  number  of  cases  would  produce 
more  favourable  results,  very  few  new  cases  have  been  admitted  for 
treatment,  thus  making  it  possible  to  give  more  individual  treatment. 

Accommodation  is,  of  course,  still  a  big  problem  and  the  question 
of  equipment  presents  a  problem  in  that  much  of  it  is  too  large  to 
carry  from  centre  to  centre. 

However,  despite  these  setbacks,  a  satisfactory  number  of  cases 
have  been  discharged  cured,  and  it  is  hoped  to  admit  more  patients 


early  this  year. 

Statistics. 

Number  of  Pupils  who  have  attended  for  treatment  ...  139 

Number  of  Attendances  made  by  above  ...  ...  ...  2,975 

Number  discharged  cured  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Number  left  school  or  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  on  waiting  list  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Classification  of  Defects. 

Dyslalia — Articulatory  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Dyslalia  and  other  defects  (e.g. ,  stammering) .  5 

Dysphonia — defects  of  tone  (e.g.,  nasal  tone)  ...  ...  ...  8 

Organic  Disorder  causing  speech  defect  (e.g.,  cleft  palate)  ...  5 

Stammering  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  ;>2 


Total  ...  139 


REPORT  ON  WORK  OF  THE  CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINIC, 

January — December,  1948. 

There  have  been  100  Sessions  held  throughout  the  year.  In 
the  half-year  ending  30th  June,  1948,  there  were  20  new  cases 
seen.  Of  these,  13  were  referred  by  the  School  Medical  Department 
and  7  by  the  Education  Department  and  other  sources.  Of  these, 
disposal  was  as  follows 

6  were  treated  and  closed  within  the  period,  having  made 
either  complete  adjustment  or  considerable  improvement. 

2  were  sent  to  Nursery  Schools  and  closed. 

1  was  referred  to  the  Ewing  Clinic. 

1  was  found  to  have  no  problem — advice  given,  case  closed. 

1  went  to  grandparents  in  Ireland. 

1  treatment  was  temporarily  left  in  abeyance  owing  to  familv 
conditions. 

2  refused  treatment. 

6  were  being  given  weekly  psychiatric  treatment  and  were 
—  carried  on  into  the  second  half-yearly  term. 

20 

The  rest  of  the  psychiatric  work  during  this  period  was  with 
0  of  the  previous  half-year  current  cases,  who  were  having  psycho¬ 
therapeutic  treatment  as  far  as  possible  within  fortnightly  intervals. 
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and  of  these  3  were  cleared  within  this  term,  having  made  a  complete 
adjustment,  and  the  remaining  3  were  still  having  treatment  at 
monthly  intervals  and  considered  unfit  to  close. 

In  the  half-year  beginning  1st  July,  1948,  and  ending  on  31st 
December,  1948,  11  new  cases  were  referred.  Of  these,  8  were  referred 
by  the  School  Medical  Department  and  2  by  Head  Teachers  through 
the  Educational  Psychologist  ;  one  was  referred  bv  the  Magistrates 
for  diagnosis  only. 


Disposal  of  these  was  as  follows  : — 


Of  the  2  cases 
referred 
through  the 
Educational 
Psychologist 


3  were  given  weekly  psychiatric  treatment  and 
closed  within  the  term,  having  made  a  complete 
adjustment. 

2  were  diagnostic  only,  having  had  no  psychological 
problem  as  such  (one  was  a  spastic  paraplegic, 
very  well  adjusted  and  from  an  excellent  home, 
and  the  other  a  borderline  defective  and  not 
capable  of  benefiting  from  Child  Guidance  treat¬ 
ment). 

1  did  not  produce  any  reliable  evidence  of  a 
psychiatric  or  psychological  problem  being 
present. 

1  interpretations  and  advice  on  handling  were  given 
to  the  Mother,  who  felt  she  could  then  deal  with 
the  situation  at  home. 


3 


11 


were  given  weekly  psychiatric  treatment  and  are 
progressing  favourably. 


In  addition,  3  cases  of  the  previous  half-year  were  given  weekly 
or  fortnightly  treatment  interviews,  as  well  as  4  still  older  cases 
(one  of  these  is  obliged  to  attend  the  Clinic  as  a  condition  of  his 
discharge  by  the  Magistrates).  Of  these  10  cases  : — 

5  have  now  been  satisfactorily  adjusted  and  closed. 

1  has  been  closed  without  improvement. 

2  were  closed,  considerably  improved  within  the  possibilities 
of  their  personality  types,  and 

1  was  sent  to  a  Children’s  Home. 

1  still  attending  as  a  condition  of  his  discharge  by  the  Magis- 
—  trates. 

10 


All  parents  are  seen  by  the  Psychiatrist  on  the  day  of  the 
diagnostic  interview  and  before  treatment  is  undertaken,  as  well  as 
at  frequent  intervals  during  the  course  of  treatment,  and  advice  and 
interpretation  given  them  in  their  immediate  and  incidental  difficulties 
with  the  children. 

During  the  year  there  were  : — 

31  Diagnostic  interviews. 

90  Interviews  given  to  parents. 

241  Treatment  interviews  with  children. 

34  Reports  written  and  sent  to  the  School  Medical  Officer 
and  occasionally  to  Juvenile  Court  Magistrates. 
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PSYCHOLOGIST’S  REPORT. 

1  he  number  of  children  examined  by  the  Psychologist  during 
the  period  1st  January,  1948,  to  31st  December,  1948,  was  29.  The 
reasons  for  referral  may  roughly  be  classified  under  four  headings  : 

(1)  Aggressive  and  difficult  behaviour  .  11 

(2)  Nervousness,  e.g.,  nervous  ties .  9 

(3)  Problems  associated  with  a  physical  symptom, 

e.g.,  enuresis  .  5 

(4)  Behaviour  involving  dishonesty,  e.g.,  stealing, 

lying,  etc.  .  ^ .  4 

29 

school-age  groups  was 

.  4 

.  12 

.  6 

29 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SCHOOL  DENTIST. 

The  year  1948  will  be  a  landmark  for  all  those  engaged  in  the 
School  Dental  Service  on  account  of  the  changes  brought  about  by 
the  Health  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  July  5th,  and  also 
because  the  effects  of  the  raising  of  the  school  leaving  age  by  the 
Education  Act  of  1944  began  to  be  really  noticeable. 

The  effect  of  the  Education  Act  which  made  the  school  leaving 
age  a  year  later  became  very  marked  during  the  year  1948,  increasing 
the  number  of  children  to  be  examined  in  school  at  the  end  of  the  scale 
when  a  detailed  examination  is  important  and  takes  time.  The 
tendency  for  boys  and  girls  to  stay  at  the  Grammar  Schools  until  a 
much  later  age  adds  another  quota  to  the  number  to  be  examined, 
particularly  now  that  all  Secondary  Schools  are  entitled  to  a  visit 
from  an  examining  dental  officer. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  scale,  the  regulation  which  lays  down 
that  parents  of  infant  children  must  be  given  an  opportunity  to  be 
present  at  the  first  dental  examination  increases  the  amount  of  time 
spent  in  this  way.  All  this  adds  up  to  the  fact  that  with  the  present 
dental  staff  it  is  not  possible  to  make  a  complete  circuit  of  the 
schools  during  the  year,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  that  portion  of  the 
time  of  the  new  dental  officer  to  be  appointed  in  1949,  earmarked 
for  the  Schools  side  of  the  Dental  Service,  will  make  it  possible  to 
complete  the  yearly  circuit. 

An  unknown  factor  is  the  effect  of  the  new  Health  Act  on  the 
School  Dental  Service,  as  children  are  now  entitled  to  dental 
treatment  from  the  private  dental  surgeon.  Some  parents  will 
certainlv  take  children  to  be  treated  privately,  but  Dental  Surgeons 


The  distribution  of  these  children  among 
as  follows  : — 

Below  5  years  of  age  ... 

Infant  School  stage 
Junior  School  stage 
Secondary  Modern  stage 
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in  private  practice  do  not  always  welcome  children  in  large  numbers  ; 
they  have  neither  the  staff,  facilities,  nor  time  to  deal  with  the 
problems  that  arise,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  publicity  arising 
from  the  Act  may  send  more  children  to  the  School  Dental  Service 
than  to  the  private  practitioner. 

The  attendance  at  the  Clinics  during  the  year  has  been  satis¬ 
factory,  but  it  has  become  increasingly  clear  that  the  premises  in 
use  at  Thornville  are  a  factor  which  limits  most  strictly  the  numbers 
that  can  be  dealt  with. 

The  Dental  Service  was  moved  to  these  premises  in  1941  when 
the  Clinic  in  Church  Street  was  destroyed  by  a  bomb,  and  were 
intended  to  be  temporary  only.  There  are  two  surgeries,  made  by 
dividing  a  large  room  with  a  partition,  and  a  third  surgery,  which 
is  a  separate  room  ;  all  three  surgeries  are  far  too  small,  and  as 
partitions  are  plaster  board,  any  noise  penetrates  the  whole  building 
a  most  unsatisfactory  feature,  particularly  during  an  anaesthetic 
session.  There  is  a  waiting  room,  which  is  satisfactory  enough,  but 
there  is  no  recovery  room.  This  means  that  during  an  anaesthetic 
session  one  surgery  has  to  be  used  as  a  recovery  room,  but  if  all  three 
dental  officers  are  using  their  surgeries  and  a  patient  is  not  well,  or 
wants  a  short  rest,  there  is  absolutely  nothing  for  them  to  do  but 
to  stay  where  they  are  and  delay  all  that  is  going  on. 

The  lavatory  accommodation,  both  for  staff  and  patients,  is  most 
unsatisfactory,  the  patients’  lavatory  actually  being  outside  the 
building.  Perhaps  the  most  unsatisfactory  feature  of  all  is  the  fact 
that  Thornville  is  also  used  as  a  residence.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  a  building  similar  to  the  Health  Centre  in  Moreton  will  some 
day  house  the  Dental  Clinics  in  Wallasey. 

A  very  much  increased  use  is  being  made  of  X-Ray  photographs 
for  diagnosis,  these  photographs  being  taken  at  the  Victoria  Central 
Hospital  ;  although  the  photographs  are  very  good,  and  the  Hospital 
is  as  quick  as  possible,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  unnecessary  running 
backward  and  forward,  and  delay.  Dental  X-Ray  Units  are  a 
normal  part  of  any  Dental  Surgeon’s  equipment  these  days,  and  are 
extensively  used  at  School  Dental  Clinics.  The  provision  of  one  at 
the  Wallasey  Dental  Clinic  in  the  near  future  should  be  seriously 
considered. 

Certain  articles  of  equipment,  particularly  one  or  two  of  the 
dental  chairs  bought  many  years  ago  before  very  big  children  became 
eligible  for  treatment  are  out  of  date  and  too  small,  and  will  need 
to  be  replaced  very  soon. 

There  are  a  few  comments  that  may  be  of  interest  to  those 
engaged  in  the  actual  treatment  of  children.  Experience  seems  to 
show  that  extreme  caution  should  be  used  before  extensive  con¬ 
servative  treatment  is  decided  on  in  six  year  molars  in  certain  types 
of  mouth.  Most  School  Dental  Officers  will  agree  that  whilst  they 
may  often  have  regretted  the  time  spent  in  trying  to  preserve  these 
extremely  unsatisfactory  teeth,  they  rarely  regret  the  results  of  their 
early  removal.  Years  of  chairside  observation  seem  to  confirm  the 
two  following  facts  :  (1)  that  dental  caries  seem  to  flourish  in  the 
mouth  in  which  saliva  flows  excessively,  (2)  that  the  mechanical 
theory  which  accounts  for  the  start  of  dental  caries  is  far  from 
satisfactory  and  there  is  evidence  to  support  the  more  modern  theory 
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that  the  patient’s  general  health  may  have  a  good  deal  to  do  with 
the  rampant  caries  so  often  seen  even  in  the  comparativelv  young 
mouth. 

I  here  is  also  some  evidence  that  the  marked  improvement 
shown  in  the  dental  condition  of  the  younger  age  group  during  the 
war  period  is  not  being  maintained. 

I  here  is  no  doubt,  however,  about  the  very  striking  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  dental  conditions,  both  natural  and  artificial,  of  children 
living  in  Wallasey,  which  has  taken  place  since  the  dental  service 
was  started  in  the  year  1919. 


REPORT  ON  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION,  1948. 

Miss  E.  A.  Gee,  c.s.p.  ( Infants  and  Girls). 

Mr.  C.  D.  Clare  (Boys). 

Indoor  facilities  for  Physical  Education  in  Wallasey  Primary 
Schools  have  decreased  further.  Scarcely  a  school  has  a  hall  which 
is  not  used  as  a  classroom  or  dining-room.  Consequently,  on  wet 
and  cold  days,  work  is  confined  to  the  limited  activities  possible  in  a 
desk-filled  classroom.  Outdoor  work  has  been  helped  by  steady 
progress  in  the  resurfacing  of  playgrounds,  but  is  dependent  on 
weather  conditions.  In  general,  conditions  have  made  it  difficult  to 
pursue  a  progressive  scheme  of  work  and  the  resulting  standard  is  not 
high. 

Accommodation  in  Secondary  Schools  has  not  appreciably 
improved,  and  work  cannot  reach  a  high  standard  until  such  facilities 
as  clean,  spacious  halls  or  gymnasia,  changing  rooms  and  showers  are 
available,  coupled  with  classes  of  reasonable  size. 

Physical  Education — Infants  and  Girls. 

Physical  Education  in  the  Infants’  Schools  continued  to  develop 
during  the  year  and  new  teachers  who  joined  the  service  from  other 
parts  of  the  country  showed  interest  in  the  work  and  attended  a 
special  course  arranged  for  them  by  the  Organiser  of  Physical 
Education.  All  schools  maintained  a  good  supply  of  small  apparatus 
for  their  work,  and  climbing  apparatus  was  granted  to  one  or  two 
additional  schools.  Climbing  apparatus  was  limited  because  of  cost, 
but  a  few  schools  showed  ingenuity  by  improvising  their  own. 

Work  in  the  Junior  Departments  of  the  Primary  Schools  still 
presented  difficulties  which  have  been  enumerated  annually,  the 
greatest  of  these  being  the  lack  of  indoor  accommodation  for  the  work. 
An  effort  was  made  during  the  year  to  adapt  the  Ministry  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  1933,  Syllabus  to  include  modern  teaching  methods  and  move¬ 
ment  training.  Emphasis  was  laid  upon  exercises  to  prevent  the 
development  of  flat  feet  and  abnormal  curvatures  of  the  spine. 
The  work  progressed  well  during  the  summer  months  when  classes 
were  taken  out  of  doors,  but  until  lessons  can  be  taken  daily  under 
better  conditions,  it  is  too  much  to  hope  for  any  spectacular  decrease 
in  the  number  of  children  having  to  attend  the  clinic  for  postural 
defects, 
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Physical  Education  continued  on  satisfactory  lines  in  the 
Secondary  Schools,  where  conditions,  though  far  from  ideal,  did  allow 
for  reasonable  continuity  of  work.  In  one  school  an  experiment  was 
carried  out  during  the  year  in  which  the  work  of  the  children  was 
based  on  effort  training  and  a  training  to  be  aware  of  space  and  time 
and  fluency  in  movement  in  contrast  to  the  purely  anatomical  basis 
of  exercises  in  the  past.  This  experiment  proved  of  interest  to  a 
panel  of  His  Majesty’s  Inspectors  who  visited  the  school  in  September 
and  the  result  of  the  experiment  merited  the  work  being  continued. 
Games,  especially  in  the  Secondary  Schools,  took  a  very  prominent 
part  in  school  life  and  the  seasons  finished  with  Netball  and  Rounders 
Rallies,  which  demonstrated  a  definite  improvement  in  the  standard 
of  the  games.  An  increased  number  of  schools  participated  in  Hockey 
and  Tennis  during  1948,  and  it  is  hoped  that  as  facilities  improve, 
these  games  may  become  available  to  all  schools  and  not  be  the 
privilege  of  the  few.  A  short  games  course  was  held  during  the  year 
for  teachers  in  Junior  Schools,  where  games  training  did  not  always 
take  the  place  it  should  on  the  school  time-table.  Interest  in 
Swimming  prevailed  throughout  the  season,  and  the  numbers 
attending  the  baths  increased  by  one-third.  This  was  made  possible 
by  additional  facilities  being  available  in  the  1st  Class  Plunge.  A 
new  system  of  attainment  certificates  was  introduced,  in  which  less 
emphasis  was  laid  upon  endurance  and  more  upon  the  ability  to  do 
a  number  of  strokes  well.  Several  schools  arranged  galas  at  the  end 
of  the  summer  season,  but  there  was  no  inter-School  gala.  Winter 
swimming  was  introduced  for  the  first  time  and  a  few  schools  took 
advantage  of  the  new  venture. 

Athletic  training  did  not  take  any  prominent  part  in  girls’  schools, 
though  a  few  schools  held  Sports  Days  at  the  end  of  the  summer 
term.  Training  in  simple  athletic  events  and  the  regular  inclusion 
of  lessons  in  dancing  would  be  valuable  additions  to  the  Physical 
Education  of  all  girls.  A  review  of  the  year’s  work  shows  continued 
slow  progress  and  is  indicative  of  much  hard  work  done  by  teachers 
in  schools.  The  future  policy  for  school  buildings  and  additional 
facilities  for  games  recognises  the  need  for  improved  conditions  for 
the  work  and  is  encouraging,  for  it  shows  that  the  efforts  of  all 
concerned  in  the  Physical  Education  of  Wallasey  school  children 
have  not  been  in  vain. 

Physical  Education — Boys. 

Lack  of  suitable  indoor  accommodation,  changing  and  washing 
facilities  have  meant  that  many  desirable  features  of  modern  work 
have  been  omitted.  Certain  features  have  been  incorporated, 
however,  and  during  the  year  courses  in  Physical  Education  have 
been  held  for  teachers  in  both  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools. 
Stress  has  been  laid  on  the  incorporation  into  every  lesson  of  simple 
exercises  and  activities  designed  to  prevent  and  correct  foot  defects, 
and  on  the  teaching  of  hygiene  by  practical  example. 

With  the  increase  in  swimming  facilities,  the  number  of  classes 
attending  the  baths  has  been  increased  by  two-thirds.  Despite 
increased  use  of  private  transport,  however,  it  is  still  impracticable 
to  arrange  swimming  instruction  for  the  great  majority  of  Moreton 
children.  The  only  complete  solution  to  this  problem  is  the  building 
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of  a  covered  swimming  bath  in  this  area.  Schools  have  been 
encouraged  to  continue  swimming  instruction  during  the  winter 
months  and  over  1,000  boys  attended  the  Guinea  Gap  Baths  in 
November  and  December.  Tests  for  the  award  of  swimming  certifi¬ 
cates  have  been  thoroughly  revised,  and  interest  in  Life-Saving  is 
being  fostered.  A  successful  inter- School  Swimming  Gala  was  held 
in  Octobei. 

Games  have  been  limited  through  inadequate  grounds  and  the 
essential  reconditioning  of  some  areas,  though  the  Parks  Department 
has  again  placed  all  available  areas  at  the  schools’  disposal.  Cricket 
was  supplemented  by  Softball  during  the  summer,  the  construction 
and  maintenance  of  safe,  level  cricket  tables  being  precluded  in 
certain  areas.  It  is  recommended  that  concrete  pitches  and  practice 
wickets  be  constructed  in  these  areas,  both  for  reasons  of  safety 
and  to  permit  more  play  during  our  usual  summer  weather.  Lawn 
tennis  has  been  introduced  into  certain  schools  with  varying  success. 
Many  practical  difficulties,  notably  the  provision  of  courts  and 
equipment,  must  be  overcome  before  this  sport  can  be  developed 
in  schools. 

The  teaching  of  Athletics  has  been  extended  and  Cross-country 
Championships  have  been  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Wallasey 
Athletic  Club,  who  also  provided  coaching  and  training  facilities 
during  the  summer  months. 

ELLERAY  PARK  OPEN-AIR  SCHOOL 

Regular  monthly  visits  were  paid  daring  the  year,  the  number 
of  children  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer  at  each  inspection  being 
between  ten  and  twelve  in  number. 

Twentv-three  children  were  admitted  during  the  year,  the 
classification  of  their  defects  or  diseases  being  as  follows  : — 


Bronchitis  and  Asthma  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Asthma  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cong.  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mitral  Stenosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chorea...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Debility  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  6 

Tuberculous  Adenitis  ...  ...  ...  2 

T.B.  Glands  of  Neck...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Muscular  Dystrophy 
Spastic  Paralysis 

Old  T.B.  Glands  of  Neck  (removed)’  ...  1 

Liability  to  develop  T.B.  ...  ...  ...  1 


23 

Of  the  22  children  who  left  the  School  during  the  year,  2  left  the 
district,  6  left  on  attaining  the  age  of  16  years,  and  14  were  certified 
as  fit  to  return  to  an  ordinary  School.  1  he  number  of  children  on 
Roll  on  1st  January,  1948,  was  93,  and  on  31st  December,  1948,  94. 

During  the  year  12  cases  were  referred  to  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Committee,  1 1  under  the  provision  of  Sec.  57  (3)  of  the  education 
Act,  1944,  and  1  under  the  provision  of  Sec.  57  (5)  of  the  education 
Act,  1944. 
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WALLASEY  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION,  1948 

MAINTAINED 

PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 


TABLE  I. 


(A)  PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  , 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1501 

Second  Age  Group  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1155 

Third  Age  Group  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1005 

3661 


Other  Periodic  Inspections 

(B)  OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  *2667 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

*  (Includes  156  Pupils  examined  in  connection  with  the 
issue  of  employment  cards  or  entertainment  licences). 

(C)  PUPILS  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT. 


Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspec¬ 
tion  to  require  treatment  (excluding  dental  diseases  and  infestation 
with  vermin). 


Group 

For  Defective 
Vision  (Ex¬ 
cluding  Squint) 

For  any  of  the 
other  Condi¬ 
tions  Recorded 
in  Table  II A 

Total 

Individual 

Pupils 

(a)  Entrants 

13 

365 

341 

(b)  Second  Age 

Group 

67 

149 

210 

(c)  Third  Age 

Group 

58 

142 

Total  (A)-(C) 

138 

606 

693 

Other  Periodic 

Inspections 

. . . 

. . . 

Grand  Total  ... 

138 

606 

693 
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TABLE  II. 

(B)  Classification  of  the  General  Conditions  of  Children  Inspected 
during  the  year  in  the  Age  Groups. 


(Col.  2) 
Number  of 

A.  (Good) 

B.  (Fair) 

C. 

(Poor) 

Age  Groups 

Pupils 

Inspected 

No. 

%0f 
Col.  2 

No. 

%  of 

Col.  2 

No. 

%°f 

Col.  2 

Entrants 

Second  Age 

1501 

1235 

82.83 

235 

15.66 

31 

2.1 

Group 

Third  Age 

1155 

859 

74.4 

268 

23.2 

i 

28 

2.4 

Group 

Other  Periodic 

1005 

. 

743 

73.93 

255 

• 

25.37 

7 

0.7 

Inspections 

•  •  • 

. . . 

3661 

2837 

... 

758 

. . . 

66 

.  . . 

TABLE  III.— TREATMENT  TABLES. 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1948. 

Group  I.  MINOR  AILMENTS. 

(Excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Tcble  V.) 

No.  of  Defects  Treated 

(a)  or  under  Treatment 

during  the  Year. 


Skin- 

Ringworm — Scalp — 

(i)  X-Ray  Treatment 

(ii)  Other  Treatment 
Ringworm — Body 
Scabies 

Impetigo 

Other  Skin  Diseases . 

Eye  Disease  ... 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  errors  of 
Refraction,  Squint,  and  cases  admitted  to 
Hospital) 

Ear  Defects  ... 


4 

36 

29 

143 

374 

276 


286 


(Excluding  Treatment  for  Serious  Diseases 
the  Ear) 

Miscellaneous  (Minor  Injuries,  Sores,  etc.) 

Total 


of 


1991 


3139 


(b) 

Total  Number  of  Attendances  at  Authority’s  Minor 
Ailments  Clinics 
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TABLE  II. 

A. 

Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1948. 


Defect  or 

Disease 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  Defects 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation 
but  not  Re¬ 
quiring 
Treatment 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation 
but  not  Re¬ 
quiring 
Treatment 

Skin 

17 

6 

249 

26 

Eyes — (a)  Vision 

138 

30 

22 

— 

(b)  Squint 

33 

11 

— 

(c)  Other 

19 

3 

122 

11 

Ears — (a)  Hearing  ... 

28 

9 

21 

4 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

6 

6 

105 

13 

(c)  Other 

24 

2 

212 

34 

Nose  and  Throat 

165 

136 

235 

79 

Speech... 

9 

12 

5 

1 

Cervical  Glands 

3 

26 

29 

11 

Heart  and  Circulation 

5  , 

25 

28 

13 

Lungs  ... 

19 

28 

47 

24 

Developmental — 

(a)  Hernia  ... 

30 

11 

- — 

— 

(b)  Other  ... 

5 

18 

11 

5 

Orthopaedic — 

(a)  Posture 

19 

8 

11 

2 

(b)  Flat  Foot 

98 

24 

34 

— 

(c)  Other  ... 

84 

22 

87 

11 

Nervous  System — 

(a)  Epilepsy 

1 

3 

5 

— 

(b)  Other  ... 

1 

10 

39 

7 

Psychological — 

(a)  Development  ... 

2 

3 

11 

2 

(b)  Stability 

2 

1 

3 

— . 

Other  ... 

36 

27 

784 

129 

GROUP  II.— DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT. 


(Excluding  Eye  Disease  Treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I). 


Errors  of  Refraction  (including  Squint) 

Other  Disease  or  Defect  of  the  Eyes  ... 

(Excluding  those  Recorded  in  Group  I.) 
Operations  for  Squint 


No.  of  Defects 
Dealt  with 
189 

5 

•  •  •  o 


199 


No.  of  Pupils  for  whom  Spectacles  were  (a)  Prescribed 
,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  (b)  Obtained 

•Period  1/1/48-5/7/48. 


154* 

154* 
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GROUP  III —TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 

Received  Operative  Treatment —  Total  Treated. 

(a)  For  Adenoids  and  Chronic  Tonsilitis  ...  ...  ...  1H4 

(b)  For  other  Nose  and  Throat  Conditions  ... 

Received  other  Forms  of  Treatment 

Total  ...  184 


TREATMENT  FOR  SERIOUS  DISEASES  OF  THE  EAR. 

Total  Treated. 

(a)  Received  Operative  or  other  Treatment  as  Hospital 

In-Patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

(b)  Received  Operative  or  other  Treatment  as  Hospital 

Out-Patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total 


30 


GROUP  IV.— ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS. 

(a)  No.  Treated  as  In-Patients  in  Hospitals  or  Hospital  Schools  13 

(b)  No.  Treated  Otherwise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1008 


GROUP  V.— CHILD  GUIDANCE  TREATMENT  AND 

SPEECH  THERAPY. 

No.  of  Pupils  Treated  (a)  Under  Child  Guidance  Arrangements  45 
,,  ,,  ,,  (b)  Under  Speech  Therapy  Arrangements  139 

TABLE  IV.— DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

(1)  No.  of  Pupils  Inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers  : 

(a)  Periodic  Age  Groups 

(b)  Specials  ... 

Total  of  (a)  and  (b) 


1 568 


9340 


(2)  Number  found  to  require  Treatment 

(3)  Number  actually  treated 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  Pupils  for  Treatment 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to  (a)  Inspection 

(b)  Treatment 


453 1 


6853 

79 

1368 


Total  (a)  and  (b) 


1447 
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(6)  Fillings :  Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2476 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Total  ...  2510 


(7)  Extractions  :  Permanent  Teeth 

Temporary  Teeth 


1052 

4681 


Total  ...  5733 


(8)  Administration  of  General  Anaesthetics  for  Extraction  3189 

(9)  Other  Operations  :  (a)  Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  947 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  — 


Total  (a)  and  (b)  ...  ...  947 


TABLE  V. 

INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN. 

Infestation. 

It  has  not  yet  been  found  possible  to  increase  the  number  of 
cleanliness  inspections  by  School  Nurses  at  each  school,  but  the 
present  system  of  advising  parents  by  means  of  printed  instructions 
of  the  correct  measures  for  cleansing  has,  in  general,  proved  satis¬ 
factory. 

The  few  cases  of  non-co-operation  were  carefully  supervised 
and,  where  necessary,  treated  at  one  of  the  School  Clinics. 

(i)  Total  Number  of  Examinations  in  the  Schools  by  School 

Nurses  or  other  Authorised  Persons  ...  ...  ...  17,512 

(ii)  Total  Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  to  be  infested  936 

(iii)  Number  of  Individual  Pupils  in  Respect  of  whom 

Cleansing  Notices  were  issued  under  Sec.  54  (2), 

Education  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(iv)  Number  of  Individual  Pupils  in  Respect  of  whom 

Cleansing  Orders  were  issued  under  Sec.  54  (3) 

Education  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


% 


* 


• 

•  • 

